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A Reparation: Universal Gravitation a Universal Fake
« on: March 01, 2010, 06:13:15 AM »

Just got my copies of Zetetic Cosmogeny by Thomas Winship and A Reparation: Universal
Gravitation a Universal Fake by C.S. DeFord, both of which are still available in pretty excellent
condition:
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« Last Edit: March 11, 2010, 03:35:16 PM by Lord Wilmore »

I hope to eventually get the latter book scanned and available for download, but for now I'm
just going to post the author's preface, which I think is an especially poignant expression of
the values which bind and drive Zetetics:

Quote

Authors Preface
To me truth is precious. I love it. I embrace it at every opportunity. I do not stop to enquire, Is it popular? ere I embrace it. I
inquire only, Is it truth? If my judgement is convinced my conscience approves and my will enforces my acceptance. I want
truth for truth's sake, not for the applaud or approval of men. I would not reject truth because it is unpopular, nor accept
error because it is popular. I should rather be right and stand alone than run with the multitude and be wrong.

The holding of the views herein set forth has already won for me the scorn and contempt and ridicule of some of my
fellowmen. I am looked upon as being odd, strange, peculiar; as being a little weakminded; as having a broken wheel or
slipping cog in my mental machinery. But truth is truth and though all the world reject it and turn against me, I will cling to
truth still.

I am deeply grateful to Mrs. A.C. Caldwell, Tieton, Washington, and all others who indorse my views and who have
contributed so generously their financial support.

I shall be pleased to receive any fair, kindly, courteous criticism of these views from any of my readers. But pleae read the
little volume through before you condemn it or its author.

Yours for enduring truth,
C.S.D.

 Logged

"I want truth for truth's sake, not for the applaud or approval of men. I would not reject truth because it is unpopular,
nor accept error because it is popular. I should rather be right and stand alone than run with the multitude and be
wrong." - C.S. DeFord
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« Last Edit: March 01, 2010, 09:25:40 PM by Tom Bishop »

Re: A Reparation: Universal Gravitation a Universal Fake
« Reply #1 on: March 01, 2010, 09:21:53 PM »

I recently got in a copy of Terra Firma 1901 which I don't believe is available in full online. I'll
see about scanning that one in as well.

Would you know if there is any reliable OCR scanning software in existence?

I am interested in reading Universal Gravitation: A Universal Fake
 Logged

 markjo

Content Nazi

The Elder Ones

 30396

Official wet
blanket.



Re: A Reparation: Universal Gravitation a Universal Fake
« Reply #2 on: March 01, 2010, 09:54:27 PM »

I wouldn't worry too much about the OCR.  A lot of the newer copiers can scan and save in PDF
format.  200 DPI is quite readable and pretty reasonable in file size.

 Logged

Science is what happens when preconception meets verification.
Quote from: Robosteve

Besides, perhaps FET is a conspiracy too.

Quote from: bullhorn

It is just the way it is, you understanding it doesn't concern me. 
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Re: A Reparation: Universal Gravitation a Universal Fake
« Reply #3 on: March 02, 2010, 04:41:54 AM »

Quote from: Tom Bishop on March 01, 2010, 09:21:53 PM

I recently got in a copy of Terra Firma 1901 which I don't believe is available in full online. I'll see about scanning that one in
as well.

Would you know if there is any reliable OCR scanning software in existence?

I am interested in reading Universal Gravitation: A Universal Fake

In truth I have no idea. I'm just at the 'scanning this seems like a good idea' stage - I haven't
got round to looking at the nitty gritty of it. However, you can get hold of Universal Gravitation:
A Universal Fake pretty cheap from AbeBooks, which is where I got mine:

http://www.abebooks.co.uk/servlet/SearchResults?
bt.x=17&bt.y=17&sts=t&tn=A+Reparation%3A+universal+gravitation

The first two listings are the same edition as my copy.

Also, I really must order Terra Firma 1901 sometime soon. James says it's quite good.
 Logged

"I want truth for truth's sake, not for the applaud or approval of men. I would not reject truth because it is unpopular,
nor accept error because it is popular. I should rather be right and stand alone than run with the multitude and be
wrong." - C.S. DeFord

 Print

https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=2m9369q9ruqei3c072n15fuos1&action=profile;u=1079
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=2m9369q9ruqei3c072n15fuos1&action=profile;u=1079
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=2m9369q9ruqei3c072n15fuos1&action=profile;u=1079
http://hibernianzetetic.wordpress.com/
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=2m9369q9ruqei3c072n15fuos1&topic=36849.msg915947#msg915947
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=2m9369q9ruqei3c072n15fuos1&topic=36849.msg915822#msg915822
http://www.abebooks.co.uk/servlet/SearchResults?bt.x=17&bt.y=17&sts=t&tn=A+Reparation%3A+universal+gravitation
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=2m9369q9ruqei3c072n15fuos1&action=printpage;topic=36849.0
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=2m9369q9ruqei3c072n15fuos1&topic=36849.0;prev_next=prev#new
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=2m9369q9ruqei3c072n15fuos1&topic=36849.0;prev_next=next#new
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=2m9369q9ruqei3c072n15fuos1&action=credits
http://www.simplemachines.org/about/smf/license.php
http://www.simplemachines.org
http://www.createaforum.com
http://smftricks.com/


Pages: [1]   Go Down

 11 Replies  3766 Views

Potential Addition to FAQ

The Flat Earth Society /  Flat Earth Discussion Boards /  Flat Earth Believers /  Potential Addition to FAQ

« previous next »

Potential Addition to FAQ

Home Forum Help Login Sign-up

 Print

 Lord Wilmore

Vice President

Administrator

 12107

 

Potential Addition to FAQ
« on: November 22, 2010, 11:30:25 AM »

Thork and EnglshGentleman have sent me a possible additionto the FAQ. I thought I should
put it up here and see what other Believers think of it, and if they have any suggestions or
criticisms:

Quote

Aerospace and flying ...
Q: As a passenger on an aircraft, how is it I can see the curvature of the earth?

A: Quite simply you cannot. It is widely stated you would need to be at a height of at least 40,000 ft to get even a hint of
curvature if earth were round. Commercial aircraft are not allowed to fly this high. They are only allowed to fly just under
this altitude. 36,000ft might be typical.

Q: What about Concorde? That flew at 60,000 ft. 

A: It did, but Concorde also had incredibly small windows as a design concession, to prevent passengers seeing enough of the
horizon  and building up a picture of earth's shape for themselves. Only 6 inches across. As even that was deemed risky,
Concorde has since been decommissioned. 

Q: So what about flight times then? How can FEr's calculate times with the distorted map above? 

A: Quite simply RErs can't do that either. There are two many variables. Performance is effected by fuel loads, ambient
temperatures and pressures, engine models, the list goes on. Depending on what is happening with other traffic you might
be in a hold, or routed out of your way to avoid other traffic or storms. The pilots do not fly direct to their destination either.
Depending on the wind they might take off in the opposite direction to the intended route. They then fly SIDS (Standard
Instrument Departures) onto a route, follow some beacons, get onto an Oceanic Highway on the way their, follow a STAR
(STandard ARrival) on approach, and again go right round the back of an airport to land in the right direction. When pilots are
following routes like the typical ones below, how can anyone make a simple straight line DST comparison to ascertain
shape? Only the aircraft's Flight Management System really knows how far that trip is. The pilot just uses the data it
provides. However FMS source code is closely guarded.

Below is a SID example. Note how the pilots fly curves and loops. They do not go direct.
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Q: Well what about flying in the Southern 'Hemisphere'? Surely that would take much longer than times we have.

A: No. Pilots make use of jet-streams in both directions. 
Quote

Jet streams are undulating bands of strong, high-altitude winds, associated with cold fronts. They have an average
altitude of 10 km and may occasionally exceed 400 km/h. Pilots often seek out a jet stream to speed their jet planes
along.

http://www.moriartey.ca/wd/wxfacts1.php

Q: What about balloon flights? I see lots of amateur videos on the internet of high altitude camera shots.

A: They do not show ball-like curvature. The horizon curves all the way around, but what do you expect? Look at the map in
the geography section above. The earth is flat and round like a plate. It is this curvature you see. Not the earth falling away
at the edges.

Q: How come the sun takes longer to set when flying west? 

A: Again look at the FE map above. You are following the spotlight of the sun for longer, when you fly west.

Q: What about Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles? You said there was no space flight.

A: Correct. ICBMs fly just below what would be deemed space. Orbit is not possible.

 Logged

"I want truth for truth's sake, not for the applaud or approval of men. I would not reject truth because it is unpopular,
nor accept error because it is popular. I should rather be right and stand alone than run with the multitude and be
wrong." - C.S. DeFord
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Flat Earth Believer
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Re: Potential Addition to FAQ
« Reply #1 on: November 22, 2010, 09:39:59 PM »

I think it is a great addition, I would ask others, but I think it would do well as part of it.
 Logged
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Re: Potential Addition to FAQ
« Reply #2 on: November 25, 2010, 03:41:26 PM »

Quote from: Lord Wilmore on November 22, 2010, 11:30:25 AM

Thork and EnglshGentleman have sent me a possible additionto the FAQ. I thought I should put it up here and see what
other Believers think of it, and if they have any suggestions or criticisms:

Quote

Aerospace and flying ...
A: Quite simply you cannot. It is widely stated you would need to be at a height of at least 40,000 ft to get even a hint

http://www.moriartey.ca/wd/wxfacts1.php
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=nm0s5jtc4nqa5faqvuq5tpqpj0&action=profile;u=335
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=nm0s5jtc4nqa5faqvuq5tpqpj0&action=profile;u=335
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=nm0s5jtc4nqa5faqvuq5tpqpj0&action=profile;u=335
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=nm0s5jtc4nqa5faqvuq5tpqpj0&topic=44173.msg1095588#msg1095588
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=nm0s5jtc4nqa5faqvuq5tpqpj0&action=profile;u=6959
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=nm0s5jtc4nqa5faqvuq5tpqpj0&action=profile;u=6959
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=nm0s5jtc4nqa5faqvuq5tpqpj0&action=profile;u=6959
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=nm0s5jtc4nqa5faqvuq5tpqpj0&topic=44173.msg1096912#msg1096912
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=nm0s5jtc4nqa5faqvuq5tpqpj0&topic=44173.msg1095147#msg1095147


of curvature if earth were round. Commercial aircraft are not allowed to fly this high. They are only allowed to fly just
under this altitude. 36,000ft might be typical.

Q: What about Concorde? That flew at 60,000 ft. 

A: It did, but Concorde also had incredibly small windows as a design concession, to prevent passengers seeing
enough of the horizon  and building up a picture of earth's shape for themselves. Only 6 inches across. As even that
was deemed risky, Concorde has since been decommissioned.

Both of these responses are pathetic in my opinion because they sound as if they were
concocted by globularists in order to make the flat earth position appear weak and
unconvincing.  In both the case of a window too small for a view as well as planes that fly too
low for a good view an implication is made by these answers that flat earth theory cannot face
reality.

40,000 feet is a completely arbitrary number, and Rowbotham's answer to the same question
was far more satisfactory.  Rowbotham addressed the same issue in the context of hot air
balloons and actually reported that passengers witnessed concavity!  Although available
technology has changed since the early nineteenth century, the shape of the earth has not
and his logic is just as applicable now as it was at that time.  

http://www.sacred-texts.com/earth/za/za15.htm#page_38

Quote

Q: As a passenger on an aircraft, how is it I can see the curvature of the earth?

A: Quite simply you cannot.

This much is correct.

The discussion about flight times and the accompanying diagram is a better argument.
 Logged
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Re: Potential Addition to FAQ
« Reply #3 on: November 25, 2010, 04:00:08 PM »

I agree with my noble colleague that Rowbotham's concavity argument merits inclusion in the
FAQ. However, alerting globularists to the deviances of the aerospace Conspiracy is a high
priority, and it is my firm belief, and the belief of many of my zetetic allies, that aircraft
window design, as well as the "altitude appeal" are staples of the deception, and should
therefore be included.

The rest of the material is fantastic, my commendations go out to those contributors.
 Logged

"For your own sake, as well as for that of our beloved country, be bold and firm against error and evil of every kind." -
David Wardlaw Scott, Terra Firma 1901

 Ski

Planar Moderator

 7509

Homines, dum
docent,

dispenguin.

Re: Potential Addition to FAQ
« Reply #4 on: November 25, 2010, 07:59:17 PM »

The undisputed fact that the horizon is always at the observers eye-level makes the myth of
globularism apparent. 

The reason for small windows on the Concorde given is insulting to the reader. The fact that
such a small window may inhibit Field of View (FOV) which makes detecting alleged curvature
possible is, however, relevant.

 Logged

"Never think you can turn over any old falsehood without a terrible squirming of the horrid little population that
dwells under it." -O.W. Holmes "Truth forever on the scaffold, Wrong forever on the throne.."
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Re: Potential Addition to FAQ
« Reply #5 on: November 28, 2010, 05:55:02 PM »

Quote from: Ski on November 25, 2010, 07:59:17 PM

The reason for small windows on the Concorde given is insulting to the reader. The fact that such a small window may
inhibit Field of View (FOV) which makes detecting alleged curvature possible is, however, relevant. 

This is the one criticism I would share. Aside from that however, I think it neatly deals with
several questions which appear time and time again in debate and discussion on this forum.
The ultimate purpose of the FAQ is to anticipate such questions, so I think that most of this
will make an excellent addition to the FAQ.

Frther additions have also been suggested:

Quote

I think it helpfully answers questions about UA. Thanks for your consideration!

Physics
Q: "What about gravity? Wouldn't a Flat Earth eventually form a sphere if gravity existed?"

A: In the Finite Earth model, the Earth does not have any gravity of its own. 

Q: "But wait, why then do I see objects fall?"

A: Good question. The phenomenon that you recognize as being gravity is actually the effects of Universal Acceleration, also
known as UA.

Q: "How exactly does UA work?"

A: It is quite simple. The Universe is accelerating upwards. The Earth shields us from being affected by UA directly, though
we are still indirectly affected by this since the Earth is pushing us upwards.

Q: "How is that I can jump and then come back down then?"

A: This is another good question. Since the Earth is pushing you upwards, you are moving at the same speed as the Earth,
much like when you are sitting in a car, the car is pushing you along. When you jump, your upward velocity is for a moment,
greater than the Earth's so you rise above it. But after a few moments, the Earth eventually catches up.

Q: "But when I throw a ball, it "falls" down in a parabolic path. If what you are saying is true, wouldn't the ball be
moving in a straight diagonal line?"

A: The ball indeed does move in a straight line in the direction you threw it. However, you must also remember that the
Earth is moving upwards. Because of this, you eyes mistake the distance between the ball and the Earth changing for the
ball moving in a curved path. For the upward part of the arc, the ball's acceleration is greater than the Earth', and for the
downward part of the arc the ball's velocity acceleration is no longer greater than the Earth's and thus the Earth catches up.

Q: "It is just too hard to think that an Earth accelerating upwards will simulate the same affects that we see gravity do
every day."

A: When you look at Einstein's Equivalence Principle, you will find that it is not only quite possible, but true that they will
locally appear to be the same.

Q: "Oh wait! I just remembered that nothing can reach the speed of light, and if the Universe was accelerating
upwards at a constant rate, wouldn't this end up happening?"

A: When you look at equations from Special Relativity, you will find this will never happen. The relevant equation is v/c =
tanh (at/c). Since tanh(at/c) is always less than 1, you can never reach the speed of light.

Q: "Even if that were true, it would create a gigantic amount of energy to do so wouldn't it?"

A: Universal Acceleration requires energy to move objects no more than gravity does. In Round Earth Theory a good example
of gravity constantly accelerating objects without outputting energy would be an orbit.

I think that although the above contribution is good, there is a good deal of overlap between it
and other sections. I think some kind of revision of the FAQ might be in order, and we should
collaborate on it. These and other revisions can then be made, and can be posted and pinned
by various mods/members.
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nor accept error because it is popular. I should rather be right and stand alone than run with the multitude and be
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Re: Potential Addition to FAQ
« Reply #6 on: July 11, 2011, 11:28:26 PM »

Quote from: 17 November on November 25, 2010, 03:41:26 PM

Quote from: Lord Wilmore on November 22, 2010, 11:30:25 AM

Thork and EnglshGentleman have sent me a possible additionto the FAQ. I thought I should put it up here and see
what other Believers think of it, and if they have any suggestions or criticisms:

Quote

Aerospace and flying ...
A: Quite simply you cannot. It is widely stated you would need to be at a height of at least 40,000 ft to get even
a hint of curvature if earth were round. Commercial aircraft are not allowed to fly this high. They are only
allowed to fly just under this altitude. 36,000ft might be typical.

Q: What about Concorde? That flew at 60,000 ft. 

A: It did, but Concorde also had incredibly small windows as a design concession, to prevent passengers seeing
enough of the horizon  and building up a picture of earth's shape for themselves. Only 6 inches across. As even
that was deemed risky, Concorde has since been decommissioned.

Both of these responses are pathetic in my opinion because they sound as if they were concocted by globularists in order to
make the flat earth position appear weak and unconvincing.  In both the case of a window too small for a view as well as
planes that fly too low for a good view an implication is made by these answers that flat earth theory cannot face reality.

40,000 feet is a completely arbitrary number, and Rowbotham's answer to the same question was far more satisfactory. 
Rowbotham addressed the same issue in the context of hot air balloons and actually reported that passengers witnessed
concavity!  Although available technology has changed since the early nineteenth century, the shape of the earth has not
and his logic is just as applicable now as it was at that time.  

http://www.sacred-texts.com/earth/za/za15.htm#page_38

Quote

Q: As a passenger on an aircraft, how is it I can see the curvature of the earth?

A: Quite simply you cannot.

This much is correct.

The discussion about flight times and the accompanying diagram is a better argument.

40k is not arbitrary, it is based off the formula for apparent curvature of the earth given a RE
model.

 Logged
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Re: Potential Addition to FAQ
« Reply #7 on: July 12, 2011, 07:02:27 PM »

Quote from: John Davis on July 11, 2011, 11:28:26 PM

40k is not arbitrary, it is based off the formula for apparent curvature of the earth given a RE model.

You are correct.  (However, we can truthfully insist that the alleged 25,000 mile globular
circumference which the math behind the 40,000 feet altitude is based upon is fictional.)

The important point is that suggested addition to the FAQ leaves the ominous and legitimate
question hanging in peoples' minds as to whether curvature would be visible from an
airplane IF they did fly at 40,000 feet altitude.  It should also include the essence of
Rowbotham's conclusion about hot air balloons which more adequately answers questions
about the appearance of horizons from great altitude.
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Re: Potential Addition to FAQ
« Reply #8 on: July 12, 2011, 11:34:10 PM »

Quote from: 17 November on July 12, 2011, 07:02:27 PM

Quote from: John Davis on July 11, 2011, 11:28:26 PM

40k is not arbitrary, it is based off the formula for apparent curvature of the earth given a RE model.

You are correct.  (However, we can truthfully insist that the alleged 25,000 mile globular circumference which the math
behind the 40,000 feet altitude is based upon is fictional.)

The important point is that suggested addition to the FAQ leaves the ominous and legitimate question hanging in peoples'
minds as to whether curvature would be visible from an airplane IF they did fly at 40,000 feet altitude.  It should also include
the essence of Rowbotham's conclusion about hot air balloons which more adequately answers questions about the
appearance of horizons from great altitude.

True.  I also feel we need to expand our faq to include resources a  bit more current than
Rowbotham.  Also, I linked a paper earlier talking about this very phenom.  I'll try to find wher
eand post it here, its of interest to us all I believe.
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Re: Potential Addition to FAQ
« Reply #9 on: July 14, 2011, 07:26:39 PM »

Quote from: John Davis on July 12, 2011, 11:34:10 PM

I also feel we need to expand our faq to include resources a  bit more current than Rowbotham.

You do that, and I'll gather some a bit more dated than Rowbotham.  
 Logged
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Re: Potential Addition to FAQ
« Reply #10 on: July 15, 2011, 02:13:36 AM »

Quote from: 17 November on July 14, 2011, 07:26:39 PM

Quote from: John Davis on July 12, 2011, 11:34:10 PM

I also feel we need to expand our faq to include resources a  bit more current than Rowbotham.

You do that, and I'll gather some a bit more dated than Rowbotham.  

That too.  Theres a plethora of ancient sources and simply older sources that have wonderful
information in them.
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Re: Potential Addition to FAQ
« Reply #11 on: July 28, 2011, 05:39:28 PM »

Quote from: John Davis on July 15, 2011, 02:13:36 AM

Theres a plethora of ancient sources and simply older sources that have wonderful information in them.

I think there is a very great divide between
 
1) ancient sources (early Christian and otherwise) 
and 
2) simply older sources like Rowbotham (the last couple of hundred years or so).

I have recently become more cognizant of the fact that the greatest wealth of scientific
knowledge bridging these two sources is the Arab-Islamic scientific tradition.  To the
researcher who knows where to look, Arab-Islamic geographical knowledge is especially rich
with both concepts and specific concrete knowledge that are unknown to modern western
science.  And we might gain a priceless knowledge from a given Arab cartographer,
geographer, or historian in spite of the fact that he believes the world is spherical.  Medieval
Arab science may technically be globular, but the medieval Arab idea of even a spherical
world is so much closer to the traditional flat earth concept generally than western science
today, and it contains innumerable vestiges of old truth which have been purged by the west.
As in all things, take what is valuable and leave the rest.  The Arab Islamic geographers and
savants can be keys to much knowledge which the prejudice of western science has
prevented it from understanding or even pursuing.
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Aether

This page was last modified on 11 July 2014, at 22:34.

Content is available under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License unless otherwise noted.

Aether is, according to the Aetheric Wind Model, a substance which fills up the majority of the universe and causes Universal

Acceleration.

Physics

It is made of a mixture of Hydrogen (H) and Helium (He). Aether was formed before the Big Bang, when all matter and energy in the

Universe was crushed together in the same particle with near infinite heat and pressure. It is of a state of matter unreachable by

man. It, like gas, is very fluid, and is so spread out that not even London Dispersal Forces (van der Waals Forces) affect it. As such,

it retains energy indefinitely. It is also what warms the Earth and causes the lava under the crust.

See also
Aetheric Whirlpool
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Aetheric Whirlpool

This page was last modified on 11 July 2014, at 22:34.

Content is available under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License unless otherwise noted.

The Aetheric Whirlpool (or Whirlwind) is an extremely important phenomenon in the Aetheric Wind Model. As aether rushes past

the earth, it is attracted to the vacuum that it itself makes. It thus falls back down towards the earth in a pattern similar to the whirlpool

easily observable in one's sink. When it reaches the middle of the whirlpool, the aether continues on its way. The process in

comparable to that of a siphon.

Shadow of the Whirlpool

The shadow of the Aetheric Whirlpool is a hypothesized effect in which objects traveling along the earth are subtly pulled into a path

taking them around the disk. It is not known exactly how it operates, but it may be related to gravity.

Path of the sun, the moon, and the stars

The Moon and Sun travel along the Aetheric Whirlpool. The Sun is relatively near a portion of the whirlpool comparable to an

eyewall, which causes Sunset and Sunrise. It moves from side to side on this wall, which is the reason for the seasons. The stars are

somewhere near the top of the whirlpool.

Sunset/sunrise and the Midnight Sun

The sunrise/set and midnight sun are caused by a several eyewalls throughout the Whirlpool, which distort light to the point that it

does not reach the earth.
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An Answer to the Question: "What is Enlightenment?"
« on: April 05, 2012, 09:03:23 PM »

The opening paragraphs to Immanuel Kant's An Answer to the Question: "What is
Enlightenment?":

Quote

IMMANUEL KANT

An Answer to the Question: "What is Enlightenment?" 

Konigsberg in Prussia, 30th September, 1784.

Enlightenment is man's emergence from his self-incurred immaturity. Immaturity is the inability to use one's own understanding
without the guidance of another. This immaturity is self-incurred if its cause is not lack of understanding, but  lack of resolution
and courage to use it without the guidance of another. The motto of enlightenment is therefore: Sapere aude! Have courage to use
your own understanding!

Laziness and cowardice are the reasons why such a large proportion of men, even when nature has long emancipated them from
alien guidance (naturaliter maiorennes), nevertheless gladly remain immature for life. For the same reasons, it is all too easy for
others to set themselves up as their guardians. It is so convenient to be immature! If I have a book to have understanding in place
of me, a spiritual adviser to have a conscience for me, a doctor to judge my diet for me, and so on, I need not make any efforts at
all. I need not think, so long as I can pay; others will soon enough take the tiresome job over for me. The guardians who have
kindly taken upon themselves the work of supervision will soon see to it that by far the largest part of mankind (including the entire
fair sex) should consider the step forward to maturity not only as difficult but also as highly dangerous. Having first infatuated their
domesticated animals, and carefully prevented the docile creatures from daring to take a single step without the leading-strings to
which they are tied, they next show them the danger which threatens them if they try to walk unaided. Now this danger is not in fact
so very great, for they would certainly learn to walk eventually after a few falls. But an example of this kind is intimidating, and
usually frightens them off from further attempts.

Thus it is difficult for each separate individual to work his way out of the immaturity which has become almost second nature to
him. He has even grown fond of it and is really incapable for the time being of using his own understanding, because he was never
allowed to make the attempt. Dogmas and formulas, those mechanical instruments for rational use (or rather misuse) of his
natural endowments, are the ball and chain of his permanent immaturity. And if anyone did throw them off, he would still be
uncertain about jumping over even the narrowest of trenches, for he would be unaccustomed to free movement of this kind. Thus
only a few, by cultivating the;r own minds, have succeeded in freeing themselves from immaturity and in continuing boldly on their
way.

I feel it is of some relevance to the principles of Zeteticism and the ideals of our Society.
 Logged

"I want truth for truth's sake, not for the applaud or approval of men. I would not reject truth because it is unpopular,
nor accept error because it is popular. I should rather be right and stand alone than run with the multitude and be
wrong." - C.S. DeFord
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The enlightenment of the eighteenth century philosophes which Kant describes above was a
good movement in that it zealously opposed an evil culture which was entrenched by
aristocratic government and false religion which were rightly attacked by the enlightenment.

The monarchies which the philosophes attacked employed their own philosophes in order to
subvert and control this movement, and the enlightenment became divided into schools of
thought.  Enlightenment writers vary significantly.
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Kant's essay is indiscriminately prejudiced against any kind of systematic perspective, 
but it is foolish to listen to instruction that causes us to stray from knowledge. 

Eighteenth century science did deserve criticism, but Kant replaces one evil with another.  His
indiscreet opposition to all "dogmas and formulas" can easily be used to condemn the
innocent and righteous simultaneously with the wicked.

To be fair to Kant, cult myths like heliocentricity were already institutionalized dogmas by
Kant's time which have instilled a debilitated "immature" mentality (to use Kant's term) that
dares not question childish dogmas about moon visitations or patently illogical formulas like
relativity.  Kant's analysis is applicable to our cause if applied to those false doctrines.

Rousseau versus Voltaire

The enlightenment embraces a whole spectrum of opinions. 
Rousseau and Voltaire were opposites and occupied two extremes of this spectrum.  The
writers of Voltaire's school of thought including D'Alembert, LaPlace, and Diderot were tools of
the aristocracy and ardent teachers of heliocentric dogma.  They feigned opposition to
aristocracy whilst harshly attacking its staunchest opponents.  For example, Voltaire wrote
that Rousseau's 'Social Contract' was "an essay against the human race."  This school of
writers corrupted the enlightenment.

Jean Jacques Rousseau was more enlightened than Voltaire's followers since he questioned
and opposed false sciences and arts, and the intellectual and moral degeneracy which they
engendered.  Likewise, John Wesley saw through both the corrupt Anglican church and phony
British astronomy.  John Wesley was a geocentrist and a rebel who devoted his life to fighting
ecclesiastical corruption, and he did a better job than Voltaire who hypocritically befriended
Pope Clement XIV.

'A Discourse on the Moral Effects of the Arts and Sciences'
By Jean Jacques Rousseau
http://oll.libertyfund.org/?
option=com_staticxt&staticfile=show.php%3Ftitle=638&chapter=71081&layout=html&Itemid=27
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Augustin Barruel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustin_Barruel

Augustin Barruel was an ultra-conservative papist who wrote a famous book in four parts
during the 1790's entitled 'Memoirs Illustrating the History of Jacobinism'.  The first quarter
of the book which I find most useful outlines Voltaire's career.  The second part against
Rousseau is the worst part of the book in my opinion.  The last half of the book about the
Illuminati is why it is so famous.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

'The Anti-Christian Conspiracy'
By Augustin Barruel
http://books.google.com/books?
id=jCQPAAAAIAAJ&pg=PP7&dq=memoirs+illustrating+the+history+of+jacobinism&as_brr=1&ie=ISO-
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Marvelous.  This is the english translation first published in 1798.  Very well documented, it
quotes the correspondence of Voltaire, King Frederick of Prussia, d'Alembert, and Diderot with
one another and like minded persons from book publishers to european monarchs, nobles,
academics, and sacerdotals in order to facilitate the annihilation of Christian culture in
europe.  This essay is mostly arranged into short chapters on each area in which this
conspiracy ventured.  Completely documented, well organized, and not at all boring.

This particular essay about anti-Christian conspiracy is indispensable in outlining the history
of opposition to geocentrism and its vestiges because the opponents of such traditional
science were identical with the most fanatical opponents of traditional Christianity during that
period.

The chapter on the suppression of the Jesuits mentions an alliance of Voltaire's clique with
Pope Clement XIV.  Unfortunately, no significant investigation is made into such an odd
phenomenon.  
Very unlike Barruel's right of centre political outlook, most Jesuits (especially throughout the
Hispanic empire) were actively interested in the welfare of common people.  Perhaps the
Jesuits lack of sufficient concern for capitalist and bourgeoisie interests explains why the very
aristocratic Voltaire sought to have Pope Clement XIV disband the Jesuits whilst ignoring other
religious orders more allied to aristocratic interests such as the Dominicans.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

'The Anti-Monarchical Conspiracy'
By Augustin Barruel

Inferior and misguided compared with his first essay, this work exposes Barruel's aristocratic
prejudice.  Barruel takes aim against Jean Jacques Rousseau and is clearly a partisan of
aristocratic interests and an enemy of the French revolution who does not even consider or
mention the welfare of common people in this essay.  Unlike the meticulous documentation of
directly relevant material in his first essay, over half of this borish essay is spent recounting
conspiracies from centuries ago.  It is convoluted and not well organized.

Barruel claims that the anti-Christian conspiracy of his first essay is united with the anti-
monarchy movement, but he ignores huge contradictions to this thesis like Voltaire's close
friendship and connections with the sovereigns of europe.  Barruel will not countenance the
abundant evidence that Voltaire shares his own aristocratic bias, and his arguments in this
essay defending aristocracy are fundamentally weak.
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Pierre-Simon Laplace (1749-1827) & His System of Astronomy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pierre-Simon_Laplace

Like Newton and Einstein, Pierre LaPlace's astronomy uses excessive math and unfamiliar
language to bolster false astronomy which is the atheistic heliocentrism of Voltaire and
Galileo.  In fact, the correspondence of Voltaire’s colleague D’Alembert reveals that D'Alembert
secured LaPlace’s entrance to the French National Academie.  Also like Newton and Einstein,
LaPLace’s use of esoteric language and inordinate math distracts people from critical and
objective thinking as to whether or not his system is true which is the real reason these
devices are used. 

LaPlace's astronomy is responsible for the demonstrably false 200,000 mile earth to moon
distance.  LaPlace’s math is false, theoretical, and complicated.  Like Newton, LaPlace's
astronomy only uses complicated math because his premise is too easily refuted if stated in
simple terms.  The influence of LaPlace's theoretical math gradually replaced traditional
Euclidean geometry during the nineteenth century through indoctrinated universities like the
French Academie where money and energy are spent on theories whilst Euclidean geometry
was ignored.  Noam Chomsky once astutely observed that the wealthiest 20% of the
population are also the most indoctrinated. 

Samuel Rowbotham understood that LaPlace's hypothetical astronomy was a fabrication.
Guided strictly by observable reality, Rowbotham found the Achilles' heel of heliocentric and
global earth theories by using the immutable laws of Euclidean geometry and basic
trigonometry.
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Re: An Answer to the Question: "What is Enlightenment?"
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I suppose I should begin by saying that I posted this section from Kant more out of agreement
with the spirit of his comments in these particular sections, rather than the substance of his
argument overall. I think the most dangerous aspect of Kant's version of enlightenment is not
just that it "can easily be used to condemn the innocent and righteous simultaneously with
the wicked", but rather that it favours the haves over the have-nots. Simply put, under any
reasonable interpretation, Kant effectively outlaws civil disobedience in this essay. He
essentially takes the view that in the ideal state, all would be free to say what they like in a
public capacity, so long as all obeyed the law with respect to their roll in society. However, it
surely takes no great effort to see that only under very particular circumstances would this
result in a just outcome. Under a great many, it would clearly take away the one method of
political leverage available to those who have least.

I am aware of 17's political interests, and in order to avoid appearing as one who fawns over
this undoubtedly great philosopher, I feel I should present a more critical take on Kant and
his outline of an enlightened Republic, based on an essay I have written. Please note that due
to the limitations of the forum software, I cannot maintain proper formatting, but I've tried to
make quotes etc. clear:
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Re: An Answer to the Question: "What is Enlightenment?"
« Reply #6 on: July 03, 2012, 09:20:08 PM »

Part I

Quote

A Critique of Kantian Republicanism

       In the essays What is Enlightenment? and Perpetual Peace, Immanuel Kant attempts to sketch a socio-political system in
which freedom of thought and expression exists in harmony with social stability and order. The model he advocates is
essentially a representative republic, in which absolute freedom of thought and expression is permitted in the public sphere,
but obedience to the law is required in the exercise of one's duties, office or profession. Kant contrasts this with faith in an
elite group of rulers, and what he sees as the central flaw of democracy, namely that it essentially amounts to a tyranny of
the majority. In this essay, I will argue that Kant does not recognise that precisely the same arguments can be levelled at
any non-ideal representative republic. If in practice a representative of the citizenry fails to represent all of the citizens she
is charged with representing, instead only supporting those whose support she requires, the system is no better than a
repressive democracy. Moreover, Max Weber's analysis of the development of the occidental city and Western politics not
only shows that supposedly representative officials often fail to adequately represent the citizens, but that groups often
have to collectively leverage their position, often through civil disobedience or the use of force, in order to acquire rights and
representation. I will conclude by asking whether or not there is any middle ground between these two positions, or if an
adjustment or restatement of Kant's ideas can solve the problems inherent to his model.

       In An Answer to the Question: What is Enlightenment?, Kant attempts to outline what an enlightened society would look
like, focussing on the need for freedom to use one's reason publicly. He begins by describing what he sees as the socio-
political “immaturity” of societies which demand unthinking obedience (Enlightenment 54), and where not only action but
free-thought and discussion are restricted. Kant contends that most people are all too ready to abdicate moral and
intellectual responsibility, and that as a result self-proclaimed guardians can easily persuade people that such responsibility
is dangerous and best avoided (Enlightenment 54). This blind faith in conventional wisdom can eventually infect the rulers
themselves, leading to a vicious circle of prejudice and intellectual stagnation (Enlightenment 55). Kant believes that such
societies appeal to and empower our moral deficiencies, and argues that many find it easier to unthinkingly do as they are
told than to engage in self-cultivation and improvement. Only by allowing people to think for themselves can dogmatism be
overcome, and therefore the freedom to think for oneself and publicly express those thoughts is essential if society is to
become enlightened (Enlightenment 55).

       The objection Kant anticipates is that the kind of freedom of expression that he is advocating would lead to disorder
and civil disobedience, and make public offices and positions unreliable or unworkable (Enlightenment 56). Kant's solution is
to argue that although the necessity for obedience in one's social role may require “the private use of reason . . . [to] be very
narrowly restricted” (Enlightenment 55), this should not lead to any restrictions on the public use of one's reason, the two
being distinct in his view: “But by the public use of one's own reason I mean that use which anyone may make    of it as a
man of learning addressing the entire reading public. What I term the private use of reason is that which a person may make
of it in a particular civil post or office with which he is entrusted” (Enlightenment 55). In other words, one should be free to
articulate one's opinions and views in public, so long as one does so in a way that does not interfere with one's civic duties.
Kant makes it clear that it is not only public officials who have such duties, but that even in our capacity as citizens we have
certain civic obligations (Enlightenment 56). Kant's essential contention therefore is that enlightenment and freedom of
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expression need not come at the cost of social order and stability.

       The freedom to use one's reason in a public capacity ties in directly with his constitutional ideal, a representative
republic. In his essay Perpetual Peace: A Philosophical Sketch, Kant describes all three in the following passage: “A republican
constitution is founded upon three principles: firstly, the principle of freedom for all members of a society (as men); secondly,
the principle of the dependence of everyone upon a single common legislation (as subjects); and thirdly, the principle of legal
equality for everyone (as citizens)” (Peace 20). Kant does not explain precisely what he means by “freedom”, but we can
surely assume that it includes the freedom to use one's reason in a public capacity, as outlined above, and does not mean
absolute freedom or the freedom to disobey the state or to refuse to carry out one's civic duties. Similarly, the common law
and equality under that law presumably only applies with respect to one's public rights, as different civic roles will obviously
come with obligations and rights that will give one more or less freedom when fufilling that role. What is important to note
is that if the freedom Kant refers to in Perpetual Peace is the same kind of freedom he describes in What is Enlightenment,
then we must bear in mind the range of legitimate actions available to citizens of a Kantian republic when assessing its
structure.

       Kant recognises that the above principles, taken at face value, could lead to representative republics being “confused”
with democracies (Peace 21), and so introduces one further defining characteristic, namely its representative nature. For
Kant, “Republicanism is that political principle whereby the executive power (the government) is separated from the
legislative power” (Peace 21), such that the power to enact law is not held by the same body that creates law. Instead the
representative (or representatives) of the executive power can prevent any assault on the republican nature of the
constitution. Moreover, because that constitution guarantees the freedom of citizens to use their reason in a public
capacity, any person or group that is adversely affected by (or disapproving of) proposed legislation can thereby appeal to
the representative executive power (and presumably the legislature). Kant obviously feels that such a constitution offers the
best balance between guaranteeing the founding principles of a representative republic and social stability.

       In many ways, Kant's vision of an ideal constitution is best illuminated by examining his critique of what he appears to
consider the worst form of government: democracy. Kant's central criticism of democracy is that because the legislative body
also wields most (if not all) executive powers, there is no counter-balance which can prevent the tyranny of the majority over
the minority:

"Of the three forms of sovereignty, democracy, in the truest sense of the word, is necessarily a despotism, because it
establishes an executive power through which all the citizens may make decisions about (and indeed against) the single
individual without his consent, so that decisions are made by all the people and yet not by all the people; and this means
that the general will is in contradiction with itself, and thus also with freedom." (Peace 22)

Kant's description of democracy, and especially his qualification “in the truest sense of the word”, seems to indicate that he
is referring to direct democracy. One is tempted to read between the lines and see this as Kant leaving space for
representative democracy within a republican framework, but it is hard to say whether his reticence to say so openly is due
to his own disapproval, or a rhetorical decision made in light of the anticipated disapproval of his audience. In any event, he
does not explicitly consider it. What is clear is that for Kant, representative, republican governance is good and just primarily
because a representative, functioning as such, must represent all of the people she serves.
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Part II

Quote

       There are two significant and connected problems with Kant's account of the relative merits of democracy and
republicanism. The first is that his account of democracy, even assuming it is the most direct form of democracy feasible, is
clearly unfair, for two reasons. First of all, the sheer impracticality of an absolutely direct democracy ensures that the most
direct form of democracy that is feasible (in a society of the size Kant is discussing) will necessarily require some kind of
constitutional framework, or something akin and equivalent. In short, if by democracy in “the truest sense of the word”
(Peace 22) Kant means a form of democracy that is practically impossible, then he is not really saying anything interesting.
Alternatively, if he is referring to the most direct form of democracy that is feasible in a state of significant size, then his
description amounts to little more than a caricature, as it will obviously not function in the way he describes –
representative institutions of some kind will clearly be necessary. Either way, there is something straw man-esque about his
argument. Secondly, Kant's contention that a democracy “is necessarily a despotism, because it establishes an executive
power through which all the citizens may make decisions about (and indeed against) the single individual” (Peace 22) is
surely equivalent to arguing that democracy is despotic because it can potentially exhibit despotic features, which is surely
a patent non sequitur. There is absolutely no reason why voters in a democracy must necessarily vote in a totally self-
interested and despotic way with respect to minorities. Indeed, it is entirely plausible that voters will vote in a way that
defends the rights of others, even if it is to their material disadvantage, because they believe that such rights have an
inherent social value. Kant might reasonably claim that direct democracy is flawed because it has the potential to lead to
despotism, but to claim that it is therefore necessarily despotic is simply not a sustainable argument.

       This may seem like a somewhat trivial criticism to make, but it ties into the the second problem with Kant's comparison
between democracy and republicanism. Even if we grant that the possibility of despotism under a direct democracy
necessarily makes it a despotism, the same argument can be levelled at representative republicanism. For just as voters in
a democracy will not necessarily vote in a self-interested and despotic way, there is absolutely no guarantee that the
representatives in a representative republic will necessarily represent all those they are charged with representing in an
adequate manner. Whether they represent a constituency within the state or the entirety of the citizenship, and regardless
of the way in which they come to hold office (electorally, hereditarily, by lot, etc), it is highly plausible that they will have
interests which they can promote through that office, and which if promoted will run counter to the interests of at least
some, conceivably most, and possibly all of the people they represent. It is of course true that the interests they promote
and how they promote them may depend on the means by which they come to hold office. For example, if the official is
democratically elected, she may seek to promote the interests of those who elected her, whereas if she is elected by lot she
is more likely to promote her own interests and the interests of those most important to her. However, the important point
is that there is no iron-clad way of guaranteeing that representatives represent the “general will” (Peace 22). Indeed,
historically speaking it is a fairly uncontroversial point that a great many representative governments have primarily (or
even exclusively) represented a majority, and made decisions against the will of a minority. Even granting a division of power
between the executive and legislative branches of government, a tyranny of the majority is still entirely possible (and indeed
plausible) under a representative government. If, as Kant argues, the possibility of despotism under direct democracy
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necessarily makes it a despotism, then the possibility of despotism under a representative republic must necessarily make it
a despotism as well. In short, if Kant's criticism holds against direct democracy, then it holds against representative
republics too.

       Of course, the above arguments do not significantly undermine Kant's overall model, but simply counter his claims
regarding the relative merits of representative republicanism versus direct democracy. However, the last point does
highlight a more serious problem with Kant's attempt to ground the process of enlightenment in a socio-political model of
public freedom and private or civic duty. Such a system essentially grants citizens the freedom to voice their opinions in
exchange for the obligation to obey. However, this means that all forms of civil disobedience, unsanctioned protest or
industrial action are effectively forbidden. The dissenting citizen's only legitimate recourse is to try and persuade those
charged with representing him that a given policy marginalises him, or is in some way contrary to the values of the republic.
If for whatever reason the representative fails or refuses to represent the marginalised citizen adequately, that citizen has
no way of legitimately defending his rights in a Kantian republic.

       This is especially problematic when one considers that historically, groups have often only been able to challenge
unresponsive representatives through the use of force, or by bringing the power and influence of their civic role to bear. In
Economy and Society, Max Weber charts how the burgher associations in the emerging cities of western Europe came to
acquire the rights and degree of representation we now associate with them. As Weber points out, the burgher associations
were not originally significant in a legal, political or social sense:

"Everywhere, not only in England, the burgher associations of the emerging cities were initially treated by the political
power, the lord of the city, as passive liturgical associations of urban landowners who shared in certain specific tasks and
duties as well as privileges . . . the economically most important of the privileges initially were not in a formal legal sense
acquisitions of the burgher associations, but the property of the political or manorial lord of the city. It was he, rather than
the burghers, who formally acquired these important rights which were to the immediate economic advantage of the
burghers." (Weber 1248)

The burgher associations thus began with no legal rights or status. They merely exercised the rights of the lord with his
permission and on his behalf. Even the functionaries they elected to court did not represent them, but rather the lord
(Weber 1249). They lacked any independent representation or rights.

       Weber contends that the burgher associations gained legal and representative legitimacy principally by defying and
usurping the existing social order. He acknowledges that “[i]n a formal sense the corporation of the burghers and its
authorities had their “legitimate” origin in (real or ficticious) privileges granted by the political and at times by the manorial
powers”, but maintains that “quite often, and especially in the most important cases, the real origin is to be found in what is
from the formal legal point of view a revolutionary usurpation of rights” (Weber 1250). In other words, rights were rarely
granted due to what Kant would consider the legitimate persuasion of representatives, but rather through collective action
in defiance of ethe authorities.

       Indeed, although to begin with these actions were often actively and continually resisted by existing representatives
(Weber 1251), such disobedience did not just involve defying the law by asserting the right to confraternize. Rather, it
subsequently extended to “seizing all or the major part of judicial powers and the supreme command in wartime”, with
judicial officials “now obtain[ing] office from the sworn burgher fraternity by election rather than from the city lord by
appointment” (Weber 1253). The burgher associations then typically moved to curtail or limit the capacity of the existing
powers to deploy coercive force against them, by razing castles positioned within the city, and asserting clear legal
boundaries regarding the proximity of any new military fortifications. These rights were “obtained either by force or by
extorted or purchased grant from the emporer or the bishop” (Weber 1254). Wherever he looks, Weber finds that “the urban
communes originated in revolutionary usurpation by asssociations of burghers, merchants and urban rentiers who either
united with the resident knights-as in the South-or with the confraternitates and guilds of the artisans-as in the North-to
seize political power” (Weber 1256).  Adequate and satisfactory representation could not be achieved through persuasion, or
even public confraternization, but instead required civil disobedience or the direct use of force. Weber's central point in
these sections is that the legal rights and political representation obtained by the burgher associations were primarily the
result of collective action in defiance of existing laws. His examples not only show that those in power pften do not
represent those they are charged with representing, but also that the public use of reason is rarely sufficient to persuade
representatives to act against their own interests. Simply put, though at the time Kant was fortunate to live under a
relatively benign monarch, Frederich II of Prussia, he was just that: fortunate. His claims about representation and the public
use of reason seem thoroughly naïve in the light of Weber's empirical take on the way representation and rights are
obtained in practice.

       Yet it is still worth asking whether we can fashion a version of Kant's argument of an enlightened republic that takes
account of these criticisms, and can be reconciled with Weber's analysis of the progression of legal and political
representation in western Europe. For if this can be done, I believe the resulting model might serve as a strong and
persuasive position from which to defend the idea that social freedom need not come at the expense of social stability.
There are two approaches that would move Kant's position beyond the range of the above criticisms, one of which I believe
would further this goal, and one which would not.

       The easiest way to bring Kant's model clear of these problems would be essentially rhetorical in nature. Much of the fire
I have directed at Kant could be deflected by presenting roughly the same argument in a less strident tone, scaling back the
strength of Kant's claims whilst preserving the core of his position. Essentially, representative republicanism could be
presented as better than direct democracy or other alternatives, without being held up as infallible or inherently just. Such a
defence would essentially make the far more limited claim that representative republicanism may not always be superior to
direct democracies, but in practice would tend to result in societies that are more fair, more just and more peaceful. The
first, and less important problem with such an approach is that its highly consequentialist undertones would make it very
difficult to square with the rest of Kant's philosophical views, or even his original reasons for supporting it, such as that it
“springs from the pure concept of right” (Peace 20). More importantly, scaling back the strength of Kant's claims necessarily
lessens the utility of his argument for the purposes of denying that there is a trade-off between freedom and stability. For if
it is restated to claim no more than that representative republicanism will tend to produce better results than direct
democracy or other alternatives, then for the argument to have any force it must be grounded in an empirical demonstration
of that claim. Any such empirical study is bound to be difficult to produce and extremely contentious, so that what remains
of Kant's argument will have very little persuasive power. For these reasons, I think a purely argumentative or rhetorical
restatement of his position will bear very little fruit.

       Rather, I think a more fundamental change is needed. A full account of how Kant's argument in favour of the
representative republic could be reshaped so as to resolve the above problems whilst still being philosophically significant
is well beyond the scope of this paper. However, I will attempt to briefly sketch what such an argument might look like. First
of all, I believe that space can and should be made in Kant's argument for representative democracy, and that this should be
explicitly preferred to monarchical models, which Kant expresses a strong preference for throughout Perpetual Peace. This is
not simply a case of pandering to modern sensibilities: democratically elected representatives are far more likely to really
attempt to represent those who elect them than a monarch, or any other kind of representative whose continued holding of
the position is not necessarily linked with their performance in it. Representative, democratic republics do not exclude any
of the features Kant finds so admirable in representative republics; they merely add a check against potentially
unrepresentative representatives.

       Moreover, I believe that the scope of legitimate public freedoms should be widened to include peaceful civil
disobedience, industrial action, and other forms of protest that cannot reasonably be interpreted as constituting the public
use of one's reason. Kant's criticism of direct democracy, that it easily results in a tyranny of the majority, is an old but valid
line of argument. Furthermore, it also holds true (to a greater or lesser extent) of almost any form of democracy,
representative or otherwise. That is why the right to engage in peaceful civil disobedience or protest is considered to be
such an important feature of a just democratic state. It provides minority groups in a democracy with a legitimate way of
defending their rights and views when the public use of reason has failed to persuade voters or representatives. It also
provides those who are insufficiently articulate, educated, or influential to persuasively express their thoughts through
language with an alternative means of communicating their dissent. Kant's concept of the public use of one's reason is
effectively limited to “[men] of learning” (Enlightenment 55), but in democracies those who are marginalised or under



represented are often those who lack the resources, intellectual or material, to bring their views into the public
consciousness through language. Hence a broader concept of what constitutes legitimate expression is necessary if this new
emphasis on representative democracy is to satisfactorally address Kant's own concerns about the potential for democratic
despotism.

       A restatement of Kant's original argument along the above lines would, I believe, present clear structural advantages
over both direct democracy and non-democratic representative republics, with democratic institutions keeping
representatives in check, and a broader range of legitimate forms of expression providing a bulwark against majoritism.
Finally, it would be wholly consistent with Weber's analysis of how representative power structures evolve.
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Re: What is Enlightenment?
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Quote from: Lord Wilmore on July 03, 2012, 09:18:54 PM

I think the most dangerous aspect of Kant's version of enlightenment is ...
... that it favours the haves over the have-nots.
... Kant effectively outlaws civil disobedience

Thank you for this information which indicates that Immanuel Kant shared the aristocratic
views of Voltaire who was 30 years older and probably influenced him.  Voltaire was a racist
aristocrat who believed that black people were not human and that democracy was the
"idiocy of the masses."  Men who write on behalf of the wealthy are hypocritical at best when
they attack corruption.  
Sadly, Kant was evidently opposed to Rousseau who to his credit favoured the "have-nots." 

Voltaire does seem to have been inclined to attack faults in Christians more than others which
can be a blessing in disguise to a Christian who is worthy of the Name.
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Re: An Answer to the Question: "What is Enlightenment?"
« Reply #10 on: March 08, 2013, 11:49:53 AM »

Enlightenment is a much older subject and be traced as far back as the Mayans, Egyptians,
Sumerian , and Eastern roots.

To be honest, with the hordes and hordes of knowledge from all these sources, in the end
enlightment, like most things, are what you make of it.
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Re: An Answer to the Question: "What is Enlightenment?"
« Reply #11 on: January 07, 2015, 08:02:00 PM »

Although I am not interested in Joseph Priestley's religious doctrines, I like his social and
political writings which include a refutation of Edmund Burke's critique of the French
revolution.  He was in the camp of Rousseau and Tom Paine.  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Priestley 

I was very careful in selecting a book by William Godwin, known as the father of anarchism
and decided on Godwin's refutation of Malthus's famous (anti-people) overpopulation theory. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Godwin 

Prior to agreeing more wholeheartedly with Lenin and Stalin, I extensively read and
investigated the anarchist Prince Kropotkin of Russia who was one of the most famous of
those influenced by Godwin.  Kropotkin like most anarchists was one of the most critical of
leftists towards the Bolshevik revolution.  

Anarchism is distinguished by the fact that it does not believe in government, but it was
another anarchist (of all people) who initially convinced me of the need for government to
defend the cause of the weak and exploited and the powerful.  I once heard Noam Chomsky
make this defence of government in his critique of Bill Clinton's policies as a continuation of
those of the Reagan-Bush era.  

I weighed what Chomsky said and concluded that anarchists and businessmen both want the
same thing.  They both view government as evil - albeit for different reasons.  I later actually
discovered that the anarchist William Godwin credited right wing philosopher Edmund Burke
as a key influence for anarchist ideas in his most famous work. 
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Antarctica

This page was last modified on 2 December 2013, at 02:13.

Content is available under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License unless otherwise noted.

Antartica is the name given to the southern polar region of the earth.

There are two main theories concerning the nature and extent of Antarctica. The first and most widely accepted theory says that

Antarctica is a portion of ice surrounding earth, and that in its end there is a huge wall of ice (with different sizes depending on the

subtheory) which is the edge of the earth. The second theory says that the center of the earth's surface is the point where the

Equator and the Prime Meridian meet, and therefore Antarctica is a distinct continent located at the South.

Below are images of the two flat earth geographic models, which convey the different concepts of Antarctica within flat earth theory:

The Antarctica Ice Wall model, the the most widely accepted.

Another alternative model descripting Antarctica as a distinct
continent. There is still an "ice wall" in this model, but it not Antarctica.
Beyond the rays of the sun the waters will naturally freeze.

See also
Ice Wall
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Arctic

This page was last modified on 2 December 2013, at 02:13.

Content is available under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License unless otherwise noted.

The Arctic is the northern polar region of the earth. Both the geographical and the magnetic North Poles are located on the Arctic.

Map of the Arctic.
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Context and Science
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http://theflatearthsociety.net/context.html
In Progressish

Context in Science

    Èṣù was walking down a road one day, wearing a hat that was red on one side and black on
the other. Sometime after he entered a village which the road went through, the villagers who
had seen him began arguing about whether the stranger's hat was black or red. The villagers
on one side of the road had only been capable of seeing the black side, and the villagers on
the other side had only been capable of seeing the red one. They soon came to blows over the
disagreement which caused him to turn back and rebuke them, revealing to them how one's
perspective can be as correct as another person's even when they appear to be diametrically
opposed to each other. He then left them with a stern warning about how closed-mindedness
can cause one to be made a fool. 

Lets look further into this interesting phenomenon as it relates to a far more common
phenomenae: that of Gestalt shifts. The ability to suspend one’s context and wholesale take
upon new ones at will can be very useful, especially to science.

From a strictly interpretative level we can easily apply this method of Gestalt shifting to any
work. Some works are designed towards this end however. Figure i shows us a cube. First, we
have the illusion hidden in our Observational Language showing us a three dimensional
image portrayed through our knowledge of its intended subject in spite of its two dimensional
representation. On the other hand, it is just as valid to see it instead as a set of lines on a flat
surface, portraying a completely different message conceptually and mathematically. One
could easily imagine it as a map of a few streets, for example.

            
Figures i, ii, iii

A popular, and perhaps more visually striking, application of this switching of context is found
in Figure ii and Figure iii.  Depending on which context set you view Figure iii from you may
either see an Old Lady or a Young Woman; likewise for Figure ii you may see a rabbit, or
perhaps a bird. One may even be able to hold these two different concepts in your mind at
the same time, once having had the relationship revealed sufficiently. We do not cease
thinking of Newton’s laws when we have been introduce to relativity.

Until such relationship is sufficiently disillusioned it remains hidden - forcing us into choosing
one context or the other. One can imagine from the reference of either context the opposing
contextual choice seems nonsensical or even blatantly incorrect and silly. At the very least we
can expect some signs of discordance and discontinuity between sets, and likely some
additional continuities as well.

images/context/Rorschach_blot_05.jpg

Figure iv

Another parallel situation can be found in the Rorschach Test. The Rorschach Test is a
psychological test in which the participant interprets inkblots (Figure iv). Their analysis of
these blots are then analyzed by a professional. Through these interpretations these
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otherwise contextless works are thought to be a reflection of the individual’s context. The
subject gives them his context through faith that his context is realized.

This is an interesting case in its minimal intent to represent. The original artist or contextual
set is essentially void of purposeful order. Given a somewhat random set of data, it shows a
subject tends to read into it a context that seems as continuitous as possible. Given no
outside clues, this continuity is to the subject’s context.

This is not merely relevant to images, psychology and art interpretation.  This shift is
prevalent in a wide range of fields, if not arguably all fields. Steven Pinker talks in depth on
the importance of frame flipping to him in the advance of linguistics in The Stuff Of Thought.
It is a common theme in mythologies and faerie tales across the world - take the tale of Eso at
the head of this section.

Why would it be so curiously absent in scientific and mathematical thought?

We can answer this question simply: It is not. Many when they think of science prefer to think
of it as a drudge of accumulation of facts. A simple matter of bookkeeping and ultimately a
small dent one makes in a very specialized area. While this view and path is perfectly
acceptable, valid, and useful to us we are simply discussing the cases which do not conform
to this pattern.

To examine shift as it happens in scientific methodology or mathematical models, let us first
look at a simple incarnations of this, and then examine a few instances of this same illusive
behavior briefly across mathematical and scientific disciplines.  

Most should be at least familiar with is the illusion between Polar and Cartesian coordinates
depicted in Figure v. Sin is not by nature different in these two graphings, we are simply
viewing them from a different context.

         

Figure v

Scientifically, this shifting has been a tremendous help, and again has shown us that ideas
that are apparently false are the most valuable to scientific endeavor. This is not only due to
their tendency to show us new contexts and tools for examining the available data, and their
inherent promise in superseding existing theory, but also due to the relationships they betray
between the incumbent worldview and that of the new imposer.  

It forces us to ask: Why does this new view “work”? What does it say? What does that, in turn,
say about the previous world-view? Where did it come from - or what need caused it to arise?
What is the reaction? Further, and perhaps more importantly, what does it say about the
relationship of all such possible worldviews to each other, and ultimately, to some objective
truth (or even truths ability to be objective at all)?

Consider a few notable advances in science and neo-zeteticism and examine how they, at
least at the time, were faith based choices due to the equivalence of the theories involved.

Galileo’s Tower of Pisa

First we turn our attention to one of the most notable and important scientific shifts in
thinking and the scientist behind this shift.  Galileo whose work to support Copernican views
were instrumental.

It is true that it can be shown that Galileo’s work is faulty at its start: in example it’s
mathematical model that predicts one tide per day an everyday observation that one cannot
possibly imagine he would be ignorant to.   We must like Einstein conclude that “his
endeavors are not so much directed at factual knowledge as at comprehension.” Let us then
examine what some have called his most fruitful attempt at lending comprehension and
discuss the famous Leaning Tower of Pisa experiment.

The Tower Experiment was a central obstacle to Galileo’s argument. Galileo uses an imaginary
conversation between three people. On the second day of conversation attention is brought to
the tower argument: if one were to drop a ball from a tower, if the earth was moving it should
appear some distance away from the tower greater than its distance from the tower when
dropped. Since the tower is fixed to the ground, it is assumed in the Aristotelian view that the
tower would move with the ground while the ball, not fixed to any moving element, would
then be seen to move relative to the tower horizontally, which is to say the tower, due to the
rotation of the earth, would rotate away from the ball which would fall in a straight line
towards the earth.

The illusion Galileo illuminates for us here hides an equivalence between a rotating earth and
a terra firma. Obviously the ball will experimentally fall down either way. This is shown to us
by dissolving the idea that the ball doesn’t leave the tower with the momentum of the tower.
Both explanations explain just as well, and given current knowledge of the time are just as



correct.

Similarly, noting wind doesn’t rush at us at high speeds can lead us to the conclusion the
earth is not rotating.  Likewise, if we switch our context, we have no implication that the
atmosphere rotates as well.

Eratosthenes vs Huai Nan tzu

Often times Eratosthenes is cited as having shown us the Earth was round and as having
given us calculations of its circumference using only comparisons of the lengths of shadows
at various points on the earth. It can be seen upon inspection that this is indeed no proof at
all. Consider the cosmology in Huai Nan tzu which takes the same practice, identical validity of
reasoning, and similar measurements with instead the intent to measure the distance to the
heavenly bodies, in contradistinction to the purpose of Eratosthenes - to measure the
circumference of the pre-assumed round planet.

In the the case of Eratosthenes he must begin with the first assumption in his contextual
language of a round earth. Without this framework and modelling his data is meaningless. On
the other hand, when we look at the Huai Nan Tzu when confronted with a similar issue we
are left with the realization of close planets and stars of a smaller size and a flat earth, the
same view developed in the 1900s by the (mostly) Christian Flat Earth theorists.

Einstein’s Equivalence Principle

We shall therefore assume the complete physical equivalence of a gravitational field and a
corresponding acceleration of the reference system.

Einstein

Einstein was fond of a form of inquiry known as thought experiments. In a thought
experiment, a premise is assumed to deduct from it the possible consequences. One of these
thoughts experiments in particular involved a solitary passenger on an elevator that is alone
in the universe.

When the elevator starts accelerating upwards, a pull downwards is felt by the passenger.
This is due to the passengers momentum. Recall that in accordance with Newton’s Laws, a
body at rest tends to stay at rest. Einstein hypothesised that since this pull, caused by the
momentum of the passenger fighting against his acceleration, is indistinguishable from
gravitational influences, it is only logical to assume that they are one and the same
phenomenon. Comparatively, another pseudo-force like this arises from a rotating reference
frame, say if one is on a spinning carnival ride one would presumably feel a pull away from
the center.

Consider the scenario of this elevator accelerating upwards at 9.81m/s/s.  If the passenger
were to jump in the elevator while it was accelerating upwards at 9.81m/s/s (the rate at which
we are pulled to the earth by gravitational forces) he would observe the same effect as if he
was jumping on the earth. An initial resistance would be felt; the ground, or elevator floor,
would recede away from him at 9.81m/s/s until he has traveled enough distance to expend
the force given by jumping. Then the elevator floor would rise up to meet him at 9.81m/s/s.
This can be seen as an observational illusion: much like that of Galileos’, the elevator floor can
be seen to either be accelerating upwards at 9.81m/s/s or the passenger could be seen as
falling towards the floor. To the passenger - its indistinguishable! Einstein’s inductive leap
here was the realization that perhaps the forces are indistinguishable because they are. They
both are accelerating frames of reference. This is known as the equivalence principle.

The equivalence principle also comes into play in an outdated yet still modern flat earth
belief. It was, and still is in some circles, believed that the earth is accelerating upwards at
9.81m/s/s like our passengers elevator. This is what accounts for gravitational influences
towards the earth in this model. It should be clear why this model is foolish - it completely
discounts gravitational phenomena on smaller scales and the role of matter in gravitational
interaction. The view presented next is far more cohesive.

The Ferrari Effect

    No doubt you’re familiar with Einstein’s theory of the curvature of space. If space is curved -
and modern physics is based on that assumption - the Earth, from space, would appear
circular. It’s a simple optical illusion

Leo Ferrari
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Re: Context and Science
« Reply #1 on: August 08, 2014, 03:50:36 AM »

Quote from: J Davis on May 31, 2014, 08:18:17 AM

http://theflatearthsociety.net/context.html

In my browser, this is a dead link. 

Quote from: J Davis on May 31, 2014, 08:18:17 AM

We do not cease thinking of Newton’s laws when we have been introduce to relativity.

Many round earth Newtonians claim, the planets couldn't rise around the sun because of
their grater weight. 

A good experiment for the Newtonian flat earth geocentricity is: 

1. Hold a bag in opposite to another with the same weight. 

2. Rotate in feeling the centrifugal force. 

Q: In what direction you're mooved? 

A: In none, because the both bags are pulling with the same force. 

-> If e. g. Jupiter, Saturn and Neptun rise around the earth, although their greater weigh,
'cause around the earth is everywhere the same gravitation and cotrifugal force.
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Re: Context and Science
« Reply #2 on: August 12, 2014, 05:57:23 AM »

Quote from: Brofyboy on August 08, 2014, 03:50:36 AM

In my browser, this is a dead link. 

Try http://theflatearthsociety.net/contexts.html
 Logged

le epic google meme
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Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon
« on: January 27, 2007, 05:16:01 AM »

'Earth is Square and Heaven is Round'

Confucian and Taoist cosmology as well as traditional Feng Shui all acknowledge that the
Earth is flat.  This was true of the majority of people in China and Japan until the mid-
seventeenth century when the globularist influence of the antiChristian Jesuits perverted
their sciences.  Therefore, Confucian flat Earth science dominated geography in China until
the end of the Ming dynasty circa 1644 and in Japan well into the Tokugawa shogunate. 
Reference:  'Jaina Astronomy' published by the Dighambara Jain Temple, Delhi

Dark Turtle
Red Bird
Hidden Dragon
Crouching White Tiger

Each of these four represent one fourth of the constellations of the Zodiac, specifically those
constellations which are visible in the southern Sky on the evenings of the solstices and
equinoxes.  
http://www.fengshuigate.com/cosmology.html
http://www.trinity.edu/sfield/Fengshui/WhatsFengshui.html
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Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon
« Reply #1 on: January 31, 2007, 05:12:30 AM »

see taoists have got it right.
 Logged
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Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon
« Reply #2 on: February 01, 2007, 07:50:37 PM »

:idea: A bright light- finally!
Kudos to the both of you-onward with study!

Choice :!: 

(i certainly agree that the earth is most CERTAINLY "square")
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quot;the Truth will set you free"
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Re: Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon
« Reply #3 on: March 02, 2007, 06:59:51 AM »

That is too cool  
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The	  Earth	  is	  flat.	  

This	  is	  a	  belief	  I	  hold	  as	  the	  beginning	  of	  an	  ongoing	  search	  for	  truth	  and	  
certainty.	  	  It	  is	  a	  starting	  point	  –	  an	  intellectual	  foundation	  on	  which	  I	  feel	  further	  
knowledge	  can	  soundly	  be	  built.	  	  Much	  as	  Descartes	  did	  in	  his	  Meditations	  on	  
First	  Philosophy,	  I	  wish	  to	  start	  from	  a	  place	  of	  certainty	  and	  build	  upon	  it.	  	  The	  
Flat	  Earth	  is	  an	  obvious	  truth	  to	  me	  now.	  	  My	  senses	  show	  me	  and	  my	  reason	  
confirms	  it.	  

However,	  my	  belief	  that	  the	  Earth	  is	  flat	  is	  not	  a	  popular	  one	  and	  it	  is	  not	  a	  belief	  
I	  have	  always	  held.	  	  Like	  most	  people,	  I	  was	  taught	  from	  an	  early	  age	  that	  the	  
Earth	  is	  a	  rotating	  sphere	  which,	  along	  with	  a	  collection	  of	  other	  spherical	  
bodies,	  revolves	  in	  an	  elliptical	  orbit	  around	  our	  Sun.	  	  	  To	  most	  of	  you,	  this	  will	  
seem	  like	  an	  obvious	  and	  unarguable	  fact.	  	  It	  is	  something	  you	  have	  been	  told	  by	  
teachers.	  	  Told	  by	  parents.	  	  Told	  by	  textbooks.	  	  It	  is	  something	  you	  are	  utterly	  
sure	  of.	  	  And,	  more	  than	  likely,	  it	  is	  something	  you	  have	  never	  truly	  investigated.	  	  

It	  isn’t	  surprising,	  then,	  that	  people	  believe	  so	  strongly	  that	  the	  Earth	  is	  a	  sphere.	  	  
We	  are	  bombarded	  every	  day	  of	  our	  lives	  with	  information.	  	  Television,	  radio,	  
books	  and	  the	  Internet	  all	  compete	  to	  tell	  us	  things.	  	  Society	  agrees	  that	  some	  
ideas	  are	  worth	  debating	  and	  that	  others	  are	  not.	  	  The	  idea	  of	  a	  spherical	  Earth	  
falls	  into	  that	  second	  category.	  	  At	  some	  point,	  our	  society	  decided	  with	  great	  
certainty	  that	  the	  Earth	  is	  a	  sphere	  and,	  consequently,	  that	  further	  consideration	  
is	  unnecessary	  and	  anyone	  holding	  an	  opposing	  viewpoint	  is	  unworthy	  of	  
debate.	  	  That	  the	  Earth	  is	  spherical	  is	  a	  ‘fact’	  and	  we	  are,	  from	  an	  early	  age,	  told	  
to	  accept	  it	  without	  question	  and	  in	  the	  face	  of	  our	  own	  first-‐hand	  experience.	  	  
But	  as	  16th	  Century	  mathematician	  Pierre-‐Simon	  Laplace	  stated,	  "The	  weight	  of	  
evidence	  for	  an	  extraordinary	  claim	  must	  be	  proportioned	  to	  its	  strangeness."	  	  
The	  Spherical	  Earth	  model	  is	  truly	  extraordinary	  and	  runs	  contrary	  to	  all	  of	  our	  
senses.	  	  Consequently,	  the	  burden	  of	  proof	  is	  extraordinary	  –	  and	  this	  burden	  has	  
never	  been	  met.	  	  But,	  because	  the	  idea	  is	  so	  firmly	  ingrained	  in	  our	  culture,	  few	  
of	  us	  bother	  to	  hold	  the	  Spherical	  Earth	  model	  to	  account.	  

This	  tendency	  to	  firmly	  maintain	  beliefs	  while	  intentionally	  disregarding	  
opposing	  evidence	  –	  particularly	  evidence	  in	  the	  form	  of	  first-‐hand	  experience	  –	  
is	  intellectually	  dishonest	  and	  unscientific.	  	  Man’s	  quest	  for	  truth	  is	  furthered	  
only	  through	  experience	  and	  reason.	  	  During	  the	  19th	  Century,	  Samuel	  Birley	  
Rowbotham	  pioneered	  an	  approach	  to	  astronomy	  called	  Zetetic	  Astronomy.	  	  	  
Zeteticism	  stresses	  the	  importance	  of	  reason	  and	  experience	  over	  the	  trusting	  
acceptance	  of	  dogma.	  	  This	  emphasis	  on	  experience	  as	  the	  only	  source	  of	  true	  
knowledge	  dates	  back	  to	  ancient	  Greek	  empiricists	  such	  as	  Aristotle	  and	  was	  also	  
prominent	  in	  the	  more	  recent	  British	  empiricism	  espoused	  by	  John	  Locke.	  	  In	  his	  
An	  Essay	  Concerning	  Human	  Understanding,	  Locke	  states,	  “No	  man’s	  knowledge	  
can	  go	  beyond	  his	  experience.”	  	  While	  second-‐hand	  ‘knowledge’	  is	  often	  a	  useful	  
tool	  for	  dealing	  with	  practical,	  day-‐to-‐day	  tasks,	  it	  should	  not	  be	  mistaken	  for	  
truth	  and	  certainty.	  	  	  

Empiricism	  forms	  the	  foundation	  of	  the	  scientific	  method,	  a	  tremendously	  useful	  
tool	  for	  learning	  about	  the	  world.	  	  One	  of	  the	  scientific	  method’s	  greatest	  
strengths	  –	  when	  it	  is	  practiced	  honestly	  and	  sincerely	  –	  is	  its	  willingness	  to	  



engage	  opposing	  data.	  	  In	  the	  preface	  of	  his	  book	  Zetetic	  Astronomy:	  Earth	  Not	  a	  
Globe,	  Rowbotham	  makes	  the	  Zetetic	  dedication	  to	  this	  principle	  clear:	  

I	   advise	   all	   my	   readers	   who	   have	   become	   Zetetic	   not	   to	   look	   with	  
disfavour	  upon	  the	  objections	  of	  their	  opponents.	  Should	  such	  objections	  
be	   well	   or	   even	   plausibly	   founded,	   they	   will	   only	   tend	   to	   free	   us	   from	  
error,	   and	   to	   purify	   and	   exalt	   our	   Zetetic	   philosophy.	   In	   a	   word,	   let	   us	  
make	  friends,	  or,	  at	  least,	  friendly	  and	  useful	  instruments	  of	  our	  enemies;	  
and,	   if	   we	   cannot	   convert	   them	   to	   the	   better	   cause,	   let	   us	   carefully	  
examine	   their	   objections,	   fairly	  meet	   them	   if	   possible,	   and	  always	  make	  
use	  of	  them	  as	  beacons	  for	  our	  future	  guidance.	  

Despite	  its	  frequent	  criticism	  from	  mainstream	  science,	  the	  Zetetic	  approach	  to	  
science	  is	  happy	  to	  take	  on	  board	  objections	  from	  its	  opponents	  because	  those	  
objections	  will	  ultimately	  be	  used	  to	  strengthen	  the	  Flat	  Earth	  position.	  

The	  modern	  Flat	  Earth	  Society	  has	  its	  roots	  in	  Zetetic	  Astronomy.	  	  After	  
Rowbotham’s	  death	  in	  1884,	  his	  followers	  formed	  the	  Universal	  Zetetic	  Society	  
and	  continued	  to	  publish	  Zetetic	  literature	  in	  the	  spirit	  of	  Rowbotham’s	  Zetetic	  
Astronomy:	  Earth	  Not	  a	  Globe.	  	  	  In	  1956,	  the	  Universal	  Zetetic	  Society	  became	  the	  
Flat	  Earth	  Society.	  	  	  While	  the	  Society’s	  focus	  became	  more	  religious	  throughout	  
the	  20th	  Century,	  the	  Zetetic	  underpinnings	  remained	  intact.	  	  In	  the	  21st	  Century,	  
the	  Flat	  Earth	  Society	  is	  returning	  to	  its	  original	  scientific	  focus	  and,	  despite	  its	  
presently	  diminished	  size,	  is	  stronger	  than	  ever.	  	  	  We	  are	  patient	  because	  we	  
know	  that	  the	  truth	  will	  ultimately	  be	  realised.	  	  Again,	  from	  Rowbotham’s	  
preface	  to	  Zetetic	  Astronomy:	  Earth	  Not	  a	  Globe:	  

In	  all	  directions	  there	  is	  so	  much	  truth	  in	  our	  favour	  that	  we	  can	  well	  
afford	  to	  be	  dainty	  in	  our	  selection,	  and	  magnanimous	  and	  charitable	  
towards	  those	  who	  simply	  believe,	  but	  cannot	  prove,	  that	  we	  are	  wrong.	  
We	  need	  not	  seize	  upon	  every	  crude	  and	  ill-‐developed	  result	  which	  offers,	  
or	  only	  seems	  to	  offer,	  the	  slightest	  chance	  of	  becoming	  evidence	  in	  our	  
favour,	  as	  every	  theorist	  is	  obliged	  to	  do	  if	  he	  would	  have	  his	  theory	  
clothed	  and	  fit	  to	  be	  seen.	  We	  can	  afford	  to	  patiently	  wait,	  care-‐fully	  
weigh,	  and	  well	  consider	  every	  point	  advanced,	  in	  the	  full	  assurance	  that	  
simple	  truth,	  and	  not	  the	  mere	  opinions	  of	  men,	  is	  destined,	  sooner	  or	  
later,	  to	  have	  ascendancy.	  

IN	  VERITATE	  VICTORIA.	  

	  

	  

Daniel	  Shenton	  

The	  Flat	  Earth	  Society	  
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EARLY PARALLAXIAN THEORY IN A NUTSHELL
Jul 28, 2016 JohnDavis

Geography

We have all seen the flat earth map. The infamous Azimuthal Equidistant
Projection. Even if we don’t know it, you likely know it instead as the U.N. Flag,
adopted in 1946. Its history stretches all the way back to the 19th century Flatist.
Nearly every single person I’ve talked to will agree that it is not accurate enough ‒
especially in the South, but it has been been a staunch mainstay in flat earth
theory. Samuel Shenton and Charles K. Johnson ascribed to it, often mapping the
route of NASA ‘sputniks’ to the surface of this infamous piece of cartography. It
finds its place today as the most popular geographic view of the Flat Earth. And it
started with Parallax, in his seminal work Zetetic Astronomy: Earth Not A Globe.

It doesn’t hold up to modern scrutiny. Have no doubt there. The smallest of issues,
and still a large one at that, concerned travel in the South. As you receded rimward
past the equator, distances appeared distorted failing to explain Southern travel
times. To this complaint Rowbotham simply replied “It is one of those utterances
which indicate a desperate determination to support a cause at all hazards, and
without regard to any evidence but such as agrees with a foregone conclusion.” He
went on to point out that many can easily find instances where calculation has
failed to agree with actual trips and that these locations are even found by
calculation in the first place citing a few strong first hand accounts.

While we now recognize this as a legitimate issue, on the other hand, the map was
a good first step in the right direction. Solving a host of issues, problems like
circumnavigation and Northern travel, these were simply explained through the
layout of the continents on Earth.

The Heavens

The geography could also be derived using one of the now most oft cited proofs of
the sphere, which he spent some effort doing in his work. By placing sticks in
various locations and noting the angle of the shadow, Rowbotham used this to
calculate the distance to the sun and its location. A similar experiment was carried
out at least twice in the past, once by early Taoist Chinese scientists and once by
Eratosthenes.

In contrast to Eratosthenes of Alexandria’s assumptions, he did not take it out of
faith that the rays of light from the sun would be parallel, the sun be far away and
massive, and that the Earth was a Globe. Instead, he took the data gathered and
tried to draw conclusion from that. After all, to determine the source of a light,
why wouldn’t you measure the angle of its shadow ‒ as you did with any other
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source of light in all of human existence!

Apparently, unbeknownst to him, the conclusions mirrored studies the Taoist
scientists did much earlier than both Eratosthenes and the Parallaxian view.
Independently discovering these and incorporating them into the modern view of
the world, we ended up with most common path of the sun on the flat earth.
Circling above, the sun followed a path roughly around the equator. Not only did
this explain time‒zones ‒ as the area the Earth shone on was limited any time of
day ‒ but it also revealed to us the Universe was rather small. The stars but ‘motes’
close to the surface of the earth. The Sun then could be calculated in diameter to
be 32 miles wide.

Rowbotham, like many modern flatists, held gravity to be a farce. This view was
held both by Samuel Shenton and Charles K Johnson. Things simply fell down.

Perspective

Another key feature of classic Parallaxian models is their unique interpretation of
perspective. He uses two primary thought experiments to discuss perspective; we
will start with one dealing with a rounded circle of wood with an inset hole.

This piece of wood is fastened to a pole or some similar mechanism to hold it in
place. The interested experimenter then slowly walks away from the pole. As the
viewer recedes away from the disk, the inset hole apparently shrinks and shrinks
due to its distance until eventually the disk itself appears as a whole disk ‒ with no
hole. This might seem a bit irrelevant until you tie it in with his second experiment.

Showcasing the difference between our common misunderstanding of vanishing
points, Rowbotham added the height of the viewer into inspection. We will turn our
attention this time to a line of street lamps. Most people understand perspective to
work much like you may have learned in a high school art class ‒ the edges of
various objects gradually approach a common vanishing point. Rowbotham refined
this view and instead realized that one must also take into account the height of
the viewer herself. He supplies diagrams to show us the result of this shift.

This helped to explain a great number of phenomena including the sinking ship
phenomena. Just like the hole in the disk, the base appears to disappear. This was
not the only explanation from Parallaxian thought concerning this though. One of
particular interest is the relative wave size hypothesis. In this it is realized that the
size of close‒by waves are far larger visually than those waves close to a ship in the
distance. Thus we see that even on a fairly calm day that the closer waves would
begin to obstruct the base of the ship making it appear to sink! As was often said,
of course it disappears hull first! We are attempting to look through 50 miles of
waves!

The Moon

As with modern flatists, the average Parallaxian Zeteticist knew the moon to be self
luminous. Likely this came about in both cases not only due to the inability of sun
the light the moon as it does on a globe if the Earth was flat, but also because it
was coherent with Christian scripture. Additionally, it was semitransparent, globular
body with mountains and craters of some type. Its make up was thought to be a
cold, semi‒transparent crystalline mass ‒ somewhat like a giant ball of ice. Its light
was a a soft phosphorescent one. 

Much of this won’t cause the modern flatist to bat an eye. Of particular interest



though is that this light was dangerous and could cause madness and diseases of
various kinds. To support this claim he drew on evidences stretching back to ancient
knowledge that hanging fish in the sun would cause it to spoil, the increase in
lunacy during the full moon, laws prohibiting sailors from sleeping in the moon and
much more. He described the light of the moon as damp, cold, and sceptic ‒
substances exposed to it soon show symptoms of decay. Most modern believers
would reject this, though it is of interest that the mainstream studies concerning
this are far from conclusive. 

The point here seems to show that the nature of light from the moon is in fact
different from that of the sun ‒ of which there can be no doubt. This is common
sense, and as he notes is evident across many cultures. The Hindu as he points out
call the sun the “Creator of Heat” and the moon “The Cold". Or Nidaghakara and
Sitala Hima respectively.

On a more serious note, when we talk of the moon we naturally must then progress
to questioning many of the phenomena related to the moon. The most obvious
phenomena that comes to mind is the lunar eclipse. Again here in Zetetic thought
we see the rebirth of a very old idea. First noted in the today’s studies by Eric
Dubay, Vedic astronomy holds that these may be caused by Rahu, in his view a
shadow moon. The parallaxians had a similar view maintaining eclipses were
caused by the regular passing of a shadow object. Also semi‒transparent, this moon
would regularly pass between us and the proper moon luna.

Now this may seem like a quick patch to explain eclipses, but they put forth some
rather notable citations towards this. Among his citations supporting, he cites a Mr.
Walker who observed an eclipse on March 19th 1848 stating “The moon positively
gave good light from its disc during the total eclipse,” and “The whole disc of the
moon being as perfect with light as if there had been no eclipse whatever!”
Additionally citations can be found from Philosophical Magazine and Normal Pogson,
Director of the Hartwell Observatory.
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The earth is the flat astronomical body where live numerous species of plants, animals and other beings. The North Pole is the

center of the earth, and South Pole is a circunference around it.

The sun and the moon are both located circa 3,000 miles above earth's surface. They have a mutual orbit (similar to a binary system

orbit), which produces day and night on earth.

The stars are small astronomical bodies located circa 3,100 miles above earth and 100 miles above sun and moon orbit.

The most widely accepted map model of a flat earth.
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EINSTEIN'S RELATIVITY PROVES THE
EARTH IS FLAT

May 23, 2016 JohnDavis

In this article we show how ridiculous the globe truly is by demonstrating how it in
actuality describes a flat earth.

Newton’s Laws of Motion

1. Every object in a state of uniform motion tends to remain in that state of
motion unless an external force is applied to it.

2. The acceleration of an object as produced by a net force is directly
proportional to the magnitude of the net force, in the same direction as the
net force, and inversely proportional to the mass of the object. F=ma

3. For every action there is an equal and opposite reaction.

Einstein’s Equivalence Principle

Einstein was fond of a form of inquiry known as thought experiments. In a thought
experiment, a premise is assumed to deduct from it the possible consequences.
One of these thoughts experiments in particular involved a solitary passenger on an
elevator that is alone in the universe.

When the elevator starts accelerating upwards, a pull downwards is felt by the
passenger. This is due to the passengers inertia. Recall that a body at rest tends to
stay at rest. Einstein hypothesised that since this pull, caused by the momentum of
the passenger fighting against his acceleration, is indistinguishable from
gravitational influences, it is only logical to assume that they are one and the same
phenomenon. Comparatively, another pseudo‒force like this arises from a rotating
reference frame, say if one is on a spinning carnival ride one would presumably feel
a pull away from the center.

Consider the scenario of this elevator accelerating upwards at 9.81 m/s/s . If the
passenger were to jump in the elevator while it was accelerating upwards at 9.81
m/s/s (the rate at which we are pulled to the earth by gravitational forces) he
would observe the same effect as if he was jumping on the earth. An initial
resistance would be felt; the ground, or elevator floor, would recede away from him
at 9.81m/s/s until he has traveled enough distance to expend the force given by
jumping. Then the elevator floor would rise up to meet him at 9.81m/s/s . This can
be seen as an observational illusion: the elevator floor can be seen to either be
accelerating upwards at 9.81m/s/s or the passenger could be seen as falling
towards the floor. To the passenger ‒ its indistinguishable! Einstein’s inductive leap
here was the realization that perhaps the forces are indistinguishable because they
are. They both are accelerating frames of reference. The idea that gravitation is a
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pseudo‒force arising from a naive view (which is to say taking a non‒inertial frame
of reference as an inertial one) is known as the equivalence principle.

In short, gravitational pull then is shown as an observational illusion hinging on our
naive view of our frame of reference being inertial. Gravity is actually revealed as
an inertial force (also known as a fictitious force).

A Flat Earth Theory

First let us construct a Wish List, so that we can be sure to be fair when we claim
we’ve shown sufficient proof for our model. A simple list of things we would like to
say are true if we have indeed shown a model that says the earth is flat.

Our Flat Earth Theory Wishlist:

We would like it to be coherent with our previous interpretation or show it as
an approximation
Results from a shift in our shift in the observational language, which is to say
we are just “looking at it wrong” and this can be disillusioned, much like the
Einstein’s Equivalence principle or Galileo’s inertia.
Show the Earth is Flat
Based on and coherent with known laws and facts

What do we mean when we say the Earth is flat?

Let us remove an obvious point of confusion and simply state that we talk about flat
in a broad manner ‒ we are not discussing mountains or valleys here. In similar
fashion, we are not making the ludicrous claim that the Earth is two dimensional.
What we do say is that it can be transversed via a straight line through space. We
would also like to say that all such traversals are straight or can be seen as
straight. It can be said to satisfy this if it can be shown to be parallel to another
straight line in space along all such traversals.

The Ferrari Effect

Let us build first from the base of Newton.

Consider a theoretical object in a perfectly stable orbit around a theoretical planet
in a traditional round earth manner. Remember from Newtons laws of motion: an
object in motion tends to stay in motion and in the direction it is in motion. We can
certainly say that the object in orbit that it feels no experimentally verifiable
difference in force or pseudo‒force ‒ which is equivalent to saying it is
experimentally not accelerating (and thus not changing direction or speed.)
Remember, Einstein disillusioned our naive view of space based on the equivalence
principle.

Our sight would lead us to believe this might be foolish, but if space is curved (and
Relativity relies on the assumption that it is) it would be silly to not question our
visual representation of space since by all accounts it appears as if our
observational (and theoretical) language is ill equipped to deal with description of
it.



We should assume that it is indeed travelling in a straight line as its experimental
evidence points us to. The issue is with our naive view of geometry and space.
Likewise we take the view that it is indeed in motion and not still.

Let’s interpret the ramifications of the statement: an object in orbit travels in a
straight (and thus flat), line through space through further thought experiment.
First, we can define our field of interest in that taking all such theoretical orbits of
our planet and realize them rightly as flat, thus defining the bounding space of
interest also to be flat. It follows, given any orbit of this planet to be flat, the planet
itself is flat since it satisfies our definition of flatness.

Let us again venture into thought experiment: eject some pods towards the earth
from one such of our imaginary satellites at regular intervals along our orbit such
that they are in free fall. Again, we can assume these are straight lines extending
below to a translatable location on the surface of the earth, its geolocation. We can
say these lines are normal to the trajectory of the satellite and they are normal to
the ground, thus making the lines parallel. Since the orbit is straight, and the orbit
relates directly to the geographical locations it is above, we have come a long way
to show the planet is also flat.

 

Now let us consider what acceleration means. Acceleration by its nature means
either a change in speed or direction, which is to say a change in velocity. So when
we look at the parabola formed by a ball in motion we can recognize that it is for
the most part accelerating ‒ it changes both direction and speed. Now, let us
examine the path if we remove the influence of gravity from our model as well as
unbound the start and end points to allow it to move freely.

If gravity was not forcing the object downwards, it would then be travelling a
straight path, parallel perhaps to our imaginary satellite and in this case tangent to
the apex of our balls climb.

We can see by comparison between a theoretical object in orbit and our ball at the
apex of its climb that if not affected by gravity it would travel a straight line. By
repeating this experiment again and again with lower apexes of our ball, various
orientations, and so on we see the earth itself, not just the paths of satellites, is
flat.



The effect of viewing the earth and it appearing round is known as the Ferrari
Effect, based off of former Canadian Flat Earth Society President Leo Ferrari who
first predicted this. While not a true flatist, he was a free‒thinker and his unique
way of thinking helped us realize this. This describes that effect.

Any honest judge will begrudgingly have to admit that I have shown that the flat
earth theory directly follows from our laws of motion and coherence with relativity.
Even worse is the realization that we would have been lead to relativity sooner if
not for our strict faith‒like belief in a round earth.

J Davis, American Flat Earth Society President
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Experimental Evidence
The following sections contain experimental evidence in favor of a Flat Earth.

Contents

1 Sinking Ship Effect

2 The English Mechanic

2.1 Bedford Canal, England. A repeat of the 1870 experiment

3 The Bishop Experiment

4 Further Flat Earth Evidence

Sinking Ship Effect

It is proven that the ship does not sink behind a hill of water, but that it is actually perspective which hides it. This demonstrates that

the earth is not a globe. There have been experiments where half-sunken ships have been restored by simply looking at them

through telescopes, showing that they are not actually hiding behind "hills of water".

Main article: Sinking Ship Effect

The English Mechanic

From The English Mechanic, a scientific journal:

Bedford Canal, England. A repeat of the 1870

experiment

"A train of empty turf-boats had just entered the Canal from the river

Ouse, and was about proceeding to Ramsey. I arranged with the

captain to place the shallowest boat last in the train, and to take

me on to Welney Bridge, a distance of six miles. A good telescope

was then fixed on the lowest part of the stern of the last boat. The

sluice gate of the Old Bedford Bridge was 5ft. 8in. high, the turf-

boat moored there was 2ft. 6in. high, and the notice board was 6ft.

6in. from the water.

The sun was shining strongly upon them in the direction of the

south-southwest; the air was exceedingly still and clear, and the

surface of the water smooth as a molten mirror, so that everything

was favourable for observation. At 1.15 p.m. the train started for

Welney. As the boats gradually receded, the sluice gate, the turf-

boat and the notice board continued to be visible to the naked eye

for about four miles. When the sluice gate and the turf-boat (being

of a dark colour) became somewhat indistinct, the notice board

(which was white) was still plainly visible, and remained so to the

end of six miles. But on looking through the telescope all the

objects were distinctly visible throughout the whole distance. On

reaching Welney Bridge I made very careful and repeated

observations, and finding several men upon the banks of the canal,

I called them to look through the telescope. They all saw distinctly

the white notice board, the sluice gate, and the black turf-boat

moored near them.

Now, as the telescope was 18in. above the water, The line of sight

would touch the horizon at one mile and a half away (if the surface

were convex). The curvature of the remaining four miles and a half

would be 13ft. 6in. Hence the turf-boat should have been 11ft., the

top of the sluice gate 7ft. 10in., and the bottom of the notice board

7ft. below the horizon.

My recent experiment affords undeniable proof of the Earth's

unglobularity, because it rests not on transitory vision; but my proof

remains printed on the negative of the photograph which Mr.Clifton

took for me, and in my presence, on behalf of J.H.Dallmeyer, Ltd.

A photograph can not 'imagine' nor lie!"

—"The Flat Earth: another Bedford Canal experiment" (Bernard

H.Watson, et al), ENGLISH MECHANIC, 80:160, 1904
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Whenever I have doubts about the

shape of the earth I simply walk

outside my home, down to the beach,

and perform this simple test. The

same result comes up over and over

throughout the year under a plethora

of different atmospheric conditions.

—Tom Bishop

The Bishop Experiment

California Monterey Bay is a relatively long bay that sits next to the Pacific Ocean. The exact distance between the extremes of the

Monterey Bay, Lovers Point in Pacific Grove and Lighthouse State Beach in Santa Cruz, is 33.4 statute miles. See this map.

On a very clear and chilly day it is possible to see Lighthouse Beach from Lovers Point and vice versa. With a good telescope, laying

down on the stomach at the edge of the shore on the Lovers Point beach 20 inches above the sea level it is possible to see people

at the waters edge on the adjacent beach 33 miles away near the lighthouse. The entire beach is visible down to the water splashing

upon the shore. Upon looking into the telescope I can see children running in and out of the water, splashing and playing. I can see

people sun bathing at the shore and teenagers merrily throwing Frisbees to one another. I can see runners jogging along the water's

edge with their dogs. From my vantage point the entire beach is visible.

IF the earth is a globe, and is 24,900 English statute miles in circumference, the surface of all standing water must have a certain

degree of convexity--every part must be an arc of a circle. From the summit of any such arc there will exist a curvature or declination

of 8 inches in the first statute mile. In the second mile the fall will be 32 inches; in the third mile, 72 inches, or 6 feet, as shown in this

chart. Ergo; looking at the opposite beach 30 miles away there should be a bulge of water over 600 feet tall blocking my view. There

isn't.

Suppose that the earth is a sphere with a radius of 3,963 miles. If you are at a point P on the earth's surface and move tangent to

the surface a distance of 1 mile then you can form a right angled triangle as in the diagram.

Looking over a distance of 1 mile, we can use the theorem of Pythagoras:

a2 = 3,9632 + 12 = 15,705,370

and when we square root that figure we get a = 3,963.000126 miles

Thus your position is 3,963.000126 - 3,963 = 0.000126 miles above the

surface of the earth.

0.000126 miles = 12 in * 5,280 ft * 0.000126 mi = 7.98 inches

Hence after one mile the earth drops approximately 8 inches.

Ergo, looking across 30 miles the Pythagorean theorem becomes:

a2 = 39632 +302 = 15,706,269

and when we square root that figure we get a = 3,963.113549 miles

Thus your position is 3,963.113549 - 3,963 = 0.113549 miles above the surface of the earth

0.113549 miles = 5,280 ft * 0.113549 mi = 599.53872 feet

Hence after 30 miles the earth drops approximately 600 feet.

There are a number of different methods to calculate the drop of the Round Earth. Go ahead and look some up try a few out. You

will find that the drop while looking over 30 miles is on the order of 600 feet.

Further Flat Earth Evidence
Professor Mark Fonstad of Southwest Texas University demonstrates that Kansas is Flatter than a Pancake

Thomas Winship conducts numerous experiments in his work Zetetic Cosmogony .

See Samuel Birley Rowbotham's work on the Bedford Canal and other British locations in his work Earth Not a Globe which

demonstrates a Flat Earth: http://www.sacred-texts.com/earth/za/za00.htm

A woman named Lady Blount was among the first to peer review Rowbotham's work: Lady Blount Trials

In A hundred proofs the Earth is not a globe by William Carpenter there are a number of referenced experiments which

demonstrates the earth's non-globularity.

There are referenced experiments in the book "Terra Firma 1901" by David Wardlaw Scott which favor a Flat Earth:

http://www.archive.org/details/cu31924031764594

http://www.improb.com/airchives/paperair/volume9/v9i3/kansas.html
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Faith in Science
A well-known scientist once gave a public lecture on astronomy. He described how the earth
orbits around the sun and how the sun, in turn, orbits around the center of a vast collection of
stars called our galaxy. At the end of the lecture, a little old lady at the back of the room got
up and said:

"What you have told us is rubbish. The world is really a flat plate supported on the back of a
giant tortoise."

The scientist gave a superior smile before replying, "What is the tortoise standing on?"

"You're very clever, young man, very clever," said the old lady. "But it's tortoises all the way
down!"

Steven Hawking in A Brief History of Time
What do we mean when we talk about science and knowledge? What exactly do these terms
mean - the dialogue? the process? the set of causally linked so-called facts? these ideas
realized in technology? These are all important players but more important than these
perhaps is the context of these linked facts, of this process and of this dialogue.

From this context we are lead to axioms we are required to take on little more than faith. Take
for instance the flat earther from the tale above who asserts that “It's turtles all the way
down.” Is this mocked worldview really that different from the foundations behind science
and knowledge? Is it not true that there are a large number of these so called turtles we rest
upon the foundations of how we think? Is it not so that science rests on turtles, even if
perhaps they are carried on the shoulders of giants?

The previous story taken from this a different context depicts an illusion in our language - and
a very useful multileveled one at that. On the base level we have the traditional
interpretation, mocking the flat earther as a fool. From the secondary context of examination,
we can see her view is in essence no different from that of the scientist - she at least admits
this openly. We hide our faith behind social and lingual constructs so we can be ignorant of
our faith. Then, we have at least a third additional context - that ultimately the flat earther,
while correctly noting the infinitely recursive nature of the justification of our knowledge, is
damned. We must consider the contexts of secondary and tertiary relevance - say, William
James' tell of the story as well or even infinite regression in general. We can further extend
this to involve the discussion here as a yet another relationship - that between the other
contexts.

Our inevitable choices of axiom and context - these guesses are now so ingrained in our
culture and language that they at times will even appear to us as objectively true facts or
relations of facts and shape our observational language and thought - in spite of the fact that
their real worth and validity remains largely to be shown. If we don't sucuum to an infinite
regression of turtles we will have to settle with a demarcation made on what can only amount
to faith or convenience.

Inevitability of Faith And Demarcation
Let us qualify our statement of inevitability. First we should show the inevitable existence of
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such faith based axioms in any logical system; it is realized that many who hold such axioms
will be contrary to the notion that these axioms are indeed held on faith. These staunch
defends have perhaps been indoctrinated to believe that science is strictly non-faith based;
an association that faith is an enemy of reason and science. The unfortunate irony is that by
their unknowing acceptance of faith based axioms they unwittingly despise themselves.

It has been argued in some circles that Godel's Incompleteness Theorem shows us that we
must take statements on faith.  As John Barrows quips “If a religion is defined to be a system
of thought which requires belief in unprovable truths, then mathematics is the only religion
that can prove it is a religion!”

The particular aspect that we look at now is its claim that any well made system capable of
expressing elementary arithmetic cannot be both consistent and complete. This is to say that
for any consistent formal theory that proves certain basic arithmetic truths, there is an
arithmetical statement that is true, but not provable in the theory; this is known as the Godel
Sentence of the system. This would be a quite naive view of the situation; when one looks
more into the details of Godel's Theorems one sees that in actuality it just says that one can
construct a paradoxical sentence in a sufficiently complex system. This is similar to the case
of the Liar's Paradox - we can construct a mathematical statement that is analogous to: This
sentence is false.

More subtly, we are talking about the implications of over-defining our formal systems
(perhaps even the validity of formal systems in general) and the trade-off with having then
the power to construct statements that are beyond our systems capability to deal with. Our
system becomes powerful enough that it is able to create unruly situations, namely self-
referential paradoxical statements that cannot be proven but are true.

While this does show that we must take statements on faith, at least in principle,  it does not
do so in a meaningful or useful way and thus is without fruit for us. The fact we can construct
paradoxical statements simply shows us we are dealing with an approximation that at some
venture that needs to be disillusioned. It is not accurate to say that Godel's incompleteness
theorem forces us to take these axioms on faith - more instead that it forces us to view strict
formalism with a skeptical view. We don't expect English to be devoid of all such internal
paradoxes, and it is unreasonable to assume our mathematical language to be devoid of this
type of issue at this time.

This case also tends towards an infinite regression as shown by Turing. If we aim to eliminate
this issue through defining within our system these phrases of paradox we instead just push
the issue to be dealt with on the next layer of abstraction. For example, if we deal with the
issue of this sentence is false we would then have to deal with with the issue of the phrase:
(this sentence is false) is false and so on ad infinitum. We must at some point take the matter
simply on convention or faith.

Turtles anyone?

The next likely target to examine is Induction. Induction can be said to be present when we
take a statement about a singular event or a series of singular events and come to a
conclusion about universal truths from them. The unfortunate truth is that we have no logical
validation for this methodology. This is known as the Problem of Induction.

The problem may be related as follows: If one has seen twelve black birds, and he were to use
induction it would bring him to believe that all birds are black. This is obviously not the case
because any day a white bird might be observed. Science relies on there existing some
validity to induction as it attempts to turn experience into universal statements about the
universe.  Or as Ludwig Wittgenstein puts it to example:  “It is an hypothesis that the sun will
rise tomorrow: and this means that we do not know whether it will rise.”

A principle of induction, which is to say a valid formal logical definition that supports
induction as a logically sound methodology, may indeed be outside of our reach.

Thus if we try to regard [the principle of induction's] truth as known from experience, then
the very same problems which occasioned its introduction will arise all over again. To justify
it, we should have to employ inductive inferences; and to justify these we should have to
assume an inductive principle of a higher order; and so on. Thus the attempt to base the
principle of induction on experience breaks down, since it must lead to an infinite regress.
Karl Popper

And even more turtles begin to show themselves!



The hope for a unifying method of science based around a purely logical inductive basis is
hopeless. And so we must turn instead to a demarcation to allow us to work as logically as
possible - a demarcation that can only be made on faith or perhaps faith disguised as
convention.
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« Last Edit: June 05, 2014, 06:17:31 PM by Hanenobi »

Re: Faith in Science
« Reply #1 on: June 05, 2014, 06:08:13 PM »

Your coverage of induction is inadequate. Especcially seen as you delineate the fact that
justification is impossible, especcially inductive ("emipirical") justification. But then you avoid
actually going the full distance to rejecting justificationist accounts of knowledge completely
and instead stop at "we have to have faith". No we do not; we can just as well accept that all
our theories are conjectures which exist in a system of critical analysis, so that nothing is
taken on faith, even the methodology and interpretation of science itself. So the problems
with justification disappear. That was Popper's solution, and it is still the one that has not
been fully understood, even by philosophers and scientists. They still think we need to justify
or measure "likeliness of being true", which we do not. If you spend enough time reading
people like David Miller and Rafe Champion, you'll come to see how Popper has been
systemitically misunderstood, as either a naive falsificationist or a type of positivist, or as
subtly having a type of induction in his views, but these are just justificationists clutching at
straws. 

The considerations of logical paradoxes etc are not entirely relevant here either. 

You said that Wittgenstein says that we have a hypothesis that the sun will rise tomorrow but
we don't know that it will. This is Wittgenstein falling into a trap laid by philosophical
interpretations of the concept of knowledge. What he actually means is that we cannot be
certain that the sun will rise tomorrow, which is trivial. We do have knowledge that it will: we
have a theory that tells us it will rise and that theory (which has not been refuted) is
knowledge (until shown to be false) so therefore we do know that the sun will rise tomorrow
(though we cannot be certain that it will, and we don't need to be).
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« Last Edit: June 06, 2014, 02:28:37 PM by TheProgrammer »

Re: Faith in Science
« Reply #2 on: June 05, 2014, 08:15:49 PM »

Quote

We do have knowledge that it will: we have a theory that tells us it will

You claim theory is knowledge?

(I would respond more thoroughly, but often addressing all the points at once leaves once
with a barrage of too much data. I'll check back as I can) This is also the information repository
so I'll split this off when I get a chance.
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when speaking about scientific theories, then by definition a theory is knowledge.
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« Last Edit: June 11, 2014, 12:13:10 AM by TheProgrammer »

Re: Faith in Science
« Reply #4 on: June 10, 2014, 09:03:53 PM »

Logical paradoxes definitely apply, for reasons stated. My cover of induction may have been
inadequate for a paper on philosophy or a book on the subject. This was neither of those
things, however thanks for the criticism. I'll expand it next time it is released.

The point in my question is that the definition of knowledge is itself a matter of fierce debate
among epistemologists even still. I was prodding for further context to what he meant.

Given we ignore this question, and are talking of even just a scientific knowledge of a
definition we can agree upon later (thought definitely not that it is what theories are made of),
one can not even then rightly justify scientific theory logically; "We" DO NOT "have a theory
that tells us it will" --  We have a theory that tells us it may; this theory additionally gives us no
strictly logical basis for this probability or statement of fact (if you would rather). 

This all brings to mind, as it wasn't mentioned above, Popper's statement on the probabilistic
view of induction and on the problem of induction itself:

Quote

"My own view is that the various difficulties of inductive logic here sketched are insurmountable. So also, I fear, are those
inherent in the doctrine, so widely current today, that inductive inference, although 'not strictly valid', can attain some
degree of 'reliability' or of 'probability'. ... At this stage I can disregard the fact that the believers in inductive logic entertain
an idea of probability that I shall later reject ... I can do so because the difficulties mentioned are not even touched by an
appeal to probability. ... For if a certain degree of probability is to be assigned to statements based on inductive inference,
then this will have to be justified by invoking a new principle of induction, appropriately modified. And this new principle in
its turn will have to be justified and so on. ... in short, like every other form of inductive logic, the logic of probable inference,
or probability logic, leads either to an infinite regress or a doctrine of apriorism."

Turtles yet again. There seems to be no disagreement on that. At some place we must have
this demarcation, and it is oft one made on context or faith.

His solution to the problem of induction is to say it doesn't exist in practice. Its a contextual
demarcation - a shift of context from one where induction is a fact to one where induction is
transient and possibly non-important. So much so that he later goes on to justify his removal
of induction for many reasons - one being it doesn't serve as a mark for science. 

This is kinda silly, but as I said, inevitable. There is always some line of demarcation, and it
lies somewhere between dialogue and experience.
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Re: Faith in Science
« Reply #5 on: June 10, 2014, 09:15:13 PM »

Quote from: Rama Set on June 10, 2014, 07:01:26 PM

If you use the definition of theory being "a body of knowledge", which is the proper definition when speaking about scientific
theories, then by definition a theory is knowledge.

I would certainly disagree with this defintion. The issue is we are talking about different
"knowledges." I'm referring to the Ancient and still going debate on what constitutes
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Re: Faith in Science
« Reply #6 on: June 10, 2014, 09:31:40 PM »

Quote from: TheProgrammer on June 10, 2014, 09:15:13 PM

Quote from: Rama Set on June 10, 2014, 07:01:26 PM

If you use the definition of theory being "a body of knowledge", which is the proper definition when speaking about
scientific theories, then by definition a theory is knowledge.

I would certainly disagree with this defintion. The issue is we are talking about different "knowledges." I'm referring to the
Ancient and still going debate on what constitutes "knowledge."

To clarify further:
It is a hypothesis that the sun will rise tomorrow. This is because we do not *know* it to be
true. We have a theory that predicts it may be true. 

The question is in the difference between dialogue and reality. The overlap and relationships
contained within dialogue and reality I would, tentatively, define as knowledge. Of course,
there is knowledge of being a good family member, of being a good employee, of being
spiritual, of being religious, of being scientific, of being wise, and of science itself. These are
further dialogues that overlap reality in places and serve to make up knowledge. 
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Re: Faith in Science
« Reply #7 on: June 11, 2014, 08:56:34 AM »

Quote from: TheProgrammer on June 10, 2014, 09:15:13 PM

Quote from: Rama Set on June 10, 2014, 07:01:26 PM

If you use the definition of theory being "a body of knowledge", which is the proper definition when speaking about
scientific theories, then by definition a theory is knowledge.

I would certainly disagree with this defintion. The issue is we are talking about different "knowledges." I'm referring to the
Ancient and still going debate on what constitutes "knowledge."

That is a different topic, but once you arrived at your definition of knowledge then you should
apply it to the definition of theory as a "body of knowledge".  This is what is meant in science
when speaking of "The Theory of x". 
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Re: Faith in Science
« Reply #8 on: June 11, 2014, 03:17:44 PM »

Quote from: Rama Set on June 11, 2014, 08:56:34 AM

Quote from: TheProgrammer on June 10, 2014, 09:15:13 PM

Quote from: Rama Set on June 10, 2014, 07:01:26 PM
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« Last Edit: June 12, 2014, 02:54:49 PM by J Davis »

If you use the definition of theory being "a body of knowledge", which is the proper definition when speaking
about scientific theories, then by definition a theory is knowledge.

I would certainly disagree with this defintion. The issue is we are talking about different "knowledges." I'm referring to
the Ancient and still going debate on what constitutes "knowledge."

That is a different topic, but once you arrived at your definition of knowledge then you should apply it to the definition of
theory as a "body of knowledge".  This is what is meant in science when speaking of "The Theory of x". 

I agree, off topic!

I don't believe that is the case though. I think you are far over simplifying the issue. 

Taking your idea though, we do arrive at something along the lines of:
Code: [Select]

The Theory of X is the body of overlapping and near dialogues such that it is coherent with and not mutually exclusive with each other and observation.

I could live with that definition for now, though I already see issues with it.
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Frequently Asked Questions

Logo of the Flat Earth Society

The United Nations emblem closely resembles
the Flat Earth map.

Welcome to the Flat Earth Society, and thank you for taking the time to go

through this FAQ.

It was created in light of the realization that for someone with a "round earth"

background, the flat earth theory would appear, at first glance, to have some

glaring holes. This thread is designed to answer some of the questions that

many round earthers raise when they first arrive. Please check this page before

making your first threads in the forums, as it may contain the answers to the

questions on your mind.

Some of the questions here have multiple answers due to differing views of flat

earth theory among some of our members.

Contents

1 General Information

1.1 Is this site a joke?

1.2 What do all of these acronyms mean?

1.3 What evidence do you have?

1.4 Is flat earth theory connected to a religion?

1.5 People have been into space. How have they not discovered that the earth

is flat?

1.6 There are many pictures on the internet and in other media depicting the

earth as being round. Why do these not disprove flat earth theory?

2 Geography and Related Phenomena

2.1 What does the earth look like? How is circumnavigation possible?

2.2 How do you explain day/night cycles and seasons?

2.3 How is there a magnetic field? Magnets can't be unipolar

2.4 As a passenger on an aircraft, how is it I can see the curvature of the earth?

2.5 How is weather created in FET?

3 Physics and Cosmology

3.1 Why doesn't gravity pull the earth into a spherical shape?

3.2 Objects cannot exceed the speed of light. Doesn't this mean that the Earth

can't accelerate forever?

General Information

Is this site a joke?

This site is not a joke. We are actively promoting the Flat Earth Movement

worldwide. There are, admittedly, several non-serious flat earth posters, but

they are fairly easy to identify.

What do all of these acronyms mean?

Here is a link to flat earth Terminology!

What evidence do you have?

The evidence for a flat earth is derived from many different facets of science

and philosophy. The simplest is by relying on ones own senses to discern the

true nature of the world around us. The world looks flat, the bottoms of clouds

are flat, the movement of the sun; these are all examples of your senses telling

you that we do not live on a spherical heliocentric world. This is using what's

called an empirical  approach, or an approach that relies on information from

your senses. Alternatively, when using Descartes' method of Cartesian doubt

to skeptically view the world around us, one quickly finds that the notion of a spherical world is the theory which has the burden of

proof and not flat earth theory.

Perhaps the best example of flat earth proof is the Bedford Level Experiment. In short, this was an experiment performed many times

on a six-mile stretch of water that proved the surface of the water to be flat. It did not conform to the curvature of the earth that round

earth proponents teach.

Many other experiments demonstrating the lack of curvature in the earth may be found in Earth Not a Globe, by Samuel Rowbotham.

Is flat earth theory connected to a religion?

Flat earth theory is neither officially nor unofficially associated with any religion. Throughout the ages various religious institutions
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have championed a flat earth model for the world. Unfortunately this leaves us with the vestigial thought that flat earth theory and

religions are symbiotic. They are not, even though many religions today, both mainstream and otherwise, still teach its followers that

the world is flat. While they are not incorrect, believing in a flat earth isn't contingent upon believing in a deity or being a part of any

religion.

People have been into space. How have they not discovered that the earth is flat?

The most commonly accepted explanation of this is that the space agencies of the world are involved in a conspiracy faking space

travel and exploration. This likely began during the Cold War's 'Space Race', in which the USSR and USA were obsessed with

beating each other into space to the point that each faked their accomplishments in an attempt to keep pace with the other's

supposed achievements. Since the end of the Cold War, however, the conspiracy is most likely motivated by greed rather than

political gains, and using only some of their funding to continue to fake space travel saves a lot of money to embezzle for

themselves.

In light of the above, please note that we are not suggesting that space agencies are aware that the earth is flat and actively

covering the fact up. They depict the earth as being round simply because that is what they expect it to be.

There are many pictures on the internet and in other media depicting the earth as being round. Why do

these not disprove flat earth theory?

In general, we at the Flat Earth Society do not lend much credibility to photographic evidence. It is too easily manipulated and

altered. Many of the videos posted here to "prove a round earth" by showing curvature will show no curvature or even concave

curvature at parts. The sources are so inaccurate it's difficult to build an argument on them in either case. Furthermore, barrel

distortion and other quirks of modern cameras will cause a picture to distort with little or no apparent altercation; especially without

references within the picture. Photographs are also prone to distortion when taken through the bent glass of a pressurized cabin as

well as atmospheric conditions on the outside. With this litany of problems, it's easy to see why photographic evidence is not to be

trusted.

It's also worth noting that if a person were to look down at the earth from high above, they would expect to see a circular shape

where the sun's spotlight was shining. This explains why high altitude photographs are generally curved to produce the illusion of a

round horizon.

Geography and Related Phenomena

What does the earth look like? How is circumnavigation possible?

As seen in the diagrams above, the earth is in the form of a disk with the North Pole in the center and Antarctica as a wall around the

edge. This is the generally accepted model among members of the society. In this model, circumnavigation is performed by moving in

a great circle around the North Pole.

The earth is surrounded on all sides by an ice wall that holds the oceans back. This ice wall is what explorers have named

Antarctica. Beyond the ice wall is a topic of great interest to the Flat Earth Society. To our knowledge, no one has been very far past

the ice wall and returned to tell of their journey. What we do know is that it encircles the earth and serves to hold in our oceans and

helps protect us from whatever lies beyond.

Here is picture of a proposed, but certainly not definitive, flat earth.

How do you explain day/night cycles and seasons?
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An animation of the day/night cycle in FET

Day and night cycles are easily explained on a flat earth. The sun moves in

circles around the North Pole. When it is over your head, it's day. When it's not,

it's night. The sun acts like a spotlight and shines downward as it moves. The

picture below illustrates how the sun moves and also how seasons work on a flat

earth. The apparent effect of the sun rising and setting is usually explained as a

perspective effect.

When the sun is further away from the North Pole, it's winter in the northern hemiplane (or hemisphere) and summer in the south. A

more simplistic picture can be found below.

How is there a magnetic field? Magnets can't be unipolar

While it's true that unipolar magnets can't exist, this isn't a problem for the Flat Earth. This is because ring magnets, which are

shaped like (you guessed it!) a flat disk, are capable of having radial magnetization. In a radial magnet, one magnetic pole is at the

center and other other is at all points on the edge of the magnet. A magnet like this can be found in loudspeakers, and perfectly

replicates what is found on the Earth.

As a passenger on an aircraft, how is it I can see the curvature of the earth?

Quite simply you cannot. It is widely stated you would need to be at a height of at least 40,000 ft to get even a hint of curvature if

earth were round. Commercial aircraft are not allowed to fly this high. They are only allowed to fly just under this altitude. 36,000ft

might be typical. In addition, the windows on commercial aircraft are small and heavily curved. Even if they flew high enough for a

person to see curvature, it would still not be visible to passengers.

How is weather created in FET?
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The Flammarion engraving depicting a medieval
missionary who claimed that "he reached the horizon
where the earth and the heavens met"

Many weather patterns are actually created my the land itself. For example - rain shadow. Rain shadow is where somewhere on the

eastern side of a mountain range (because weather/clouds travel from the west generally) is deprived of rain not just once, but

nearly all the time. This is because the clouds are forced upwards by the mountains blocking their path and become cooler and

condense, meaning water droplets form and it rains on/before the mountains thereby not raining on the leeward side.

Other weather patterns are created by geographic position like the tropics being humid - they are surrounded by water which is

constantly warmed and evaporated.

Physics and Cosmology

Why doesn't gravity pull the earth into a spherical shape?

The earth isn't pulled into a sphere because the force known as gravity doesn't

exist or at least exists in a greatly diminished form than is commonly taught. The

earth is constantly accelerating up at a rate of 32 feet per second squared (or

9.8 meters per second squared). This constant acceleration causes what you

think of as gravity. Imagine sitting in a car that never stops speeding up. You will

be forever pushed into your seat. The earth works much the same way. It is

constantly accelerating upwards being pushed by a universal accelerator (UA)

known as dark energy or aetheric wind.

There are also other theories of flat earth thought that maintain that the earth

sits on an infinite plane, with the sun moving overhead. Gravity works much like

it does in a round-earth model, and the earth will never form into a sphere

because the plane is endless.

Objects cannot exceed the speed of light. Doesn't this mean

that the Earth can't accelerate forever?

Due to special relativity, this is not the case. At this point, many readers will question the validity of any answer which uses advanced,

intimidating-sounding physics terms to explain a position. However, it is true. The relevant equation is v/c = tanh (at/c). One will find

that in this equation, tanh(at/c) can never exceed or equal 1. This means that velocity can never reach the speed of light, regardless

of how long one accelerates for and the rate of the acceleration.

See Universal Acceleration for more details
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #1 on: January 08, 2014, 01:32:04 PM »

I'm not sure it would be wise to draw attention to George Orwell with a meme for the FES.

Orwell also said (in that same “As I Please” column) How Do You Know the Earth is Round?:

As for the Flat Earth theory, I believe I could refute it.  If you stand by the seashore on a clear day,
you can see the masts and funnels of invisible ships passing along the horizons.  This phenomenon
can only be explained by assuming that the earth’s surface is curved.

He was actually saying that one didn't need to be an astronomer to ascertain that the world
was spherical:  It was obvious to any layman.
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #2 on: January 08, 2014, 06:21:07 PM »

For those interested in full disclosure, here is a link to the full text of that Orwell article:
http://www.telelib.com/authors/O/OrwellGeorge/essay/tribune/AsIPlease19461227.html

 Logged

Science is what happens when preconception meets verification.
Quote from: Robosteve

Besides, perhaps FET is a conspiracy too.

Quote from: bullhorn

It is just the way it is, you understanding it doesn't concern me. 
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #3 on: January 10, 2014, 05:46:12 AM »

Quote from: ausGeoff on January 08, 2014, 01:32:04 PM

I'm not sure it would be wise to draw attention to George Orwell with a meme for the FES.

Orwell also said (in that same “As I Please” column) How Do You Know the Earth is Round?:

As for the Flat Earth theory, I believe I could refute it.  If you stand by the seashore on a clear day, you can see the masts and
funnels of invisible ships passing along the horizons.  This phenomenon can only be explained by assuming that the earth’s surface
is curved.

He was actually saying that one didn't need to be an astronomer to ascertain that the world was spherical:  It was obvious
to any layman.

Yes, one does not need to be an astronomer to ascertain the worlds shape, flat or round. That
was the point of the meme. Is that lost? I figured it would come up with the context of the set.

Perhaps you are right though. His proof, however, is as silly as most others. Such things are
clearly outside his skillset.
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #4 on: February 05, 2014, 09:10:30 AM »

Quote

Perhaps you are right though. His proof, however, is as silly as most others. Such things are clearly outside his skillset[sic].

Really? And what is your skill-set? How are you more qualified than Orwell to assert your
observations as truth?
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #5 on: February 09, 2014, 12:01:28 PM »

He doesn't assert observations as truth, but instead his explanation of observation as truth. I
wouldn't say either of us (or any of us) are particularly qualified to make such assertions to
"truth". However his is an example of tunnel vision. The sinking ship phenomena has been
modeled in several coherent ways. EA, Relativistic FET, Parallaxian Perspective, and relative
wave sizes all come to mind.
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #6 on: February 11, 2014, 04:03:51 PM »

John Davis would say this is all nonsense. What ever happened to him? I hope he returns.
 Logged

Quote from: jroa on September 06, 2012, 09:59:08 AM

Meat me  

Quote from: squevil on October 26, 2012, 05:04:12 PM

i was just swallowing it whole no problem.
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #7 on: February 13, 2014, 06:13:53 AM »

Some valentines for ya!
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #8 on: February 13, 2014, 08:00:15 AM »

Quote from: Username on February 13, 2014, 06:13:53 AM

Some valentines for ya!
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"I'd go globular for you" - No one receiving that one would believe it. 
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #9 on: February 16, 2014, 05:15:49 PM »

i hope John Davis returns, now that Willmore has forsaken us.  
 Logged

Quote from: jroa on September 06, 2012, 09:59:08 AM

Meat me  

Quote from: squevil on October 26, 2012, 05:04:12 PM

i was just swallowing it whole no problem.
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #10 on: September 01, 2014, 07:53:37 PM »

They should also put in there that Stephen Hawking and Aristotle believed that the Earth was
round.

 Logged

It is so fun educating FE'rs who don't know anything.

Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #11 on: September 07, 2014, 06:55:49 AM »

"..and the weather patterns on the moon"
 Logged

https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=m69ocoikapqi708k0abqm69r01&action=profile;u=21952
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=m69ocoikapqi708k0abqm69r01&action=profile;u=21952
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=m69ocoikapqi708k0abqm69r01&action=profile;u=21952
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=m69ocoikapqi708k0abqm69r01&topic=60834.msg1581084#msg1581084
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=m69ocoikapqi708k0abqm69r01&topic=55670.msg1387927#msg1387927
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=m69ocoikapqi708k0abqm69r01&topic=56135.msg1404954#msg1404954
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=m69ocoikapqi708k0abqm69r01&action=profile;u=696305
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=m69ocoikapqi708k0abqm69r01&action=profile;u=696305
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=m69ocoikapqi708k0abqm69r01&action=profile;u=696305
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=m69ocoikapqi708k0abqm69r01&topic=60834.msg1631102#msg1631102
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=m69ocoikapqi708k0abqm69r01&action=profile;u=34049
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=m69ocoikapqi708k0abqm69r01&topic=60834.msg1631654#msg1631654


 hoppy

Flat Earth Believer

 8634



God is real.                                          
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #12 on: December 11, 2014, 11:47:45 PM »

Quote from: J Davis on January 06, 2014, 09:30:13 AM

To Be Updated Regularly.
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All died. Except Thomas Dolby and people in the China.
 Logged

?
Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #13 on: December 29, 2014, 09:40:34 PM »

Quote from: ausGeoff on January 08, 2014, 01:32:04 PM

I'm not sure it would be wise to draw attention to George Orwell with a meme for the FES.
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Orwell also said (in that same “As I Please” column) How Do You Know the Earth is Round?:

As for the Flat Earth theory, I believe I could refute it.  If you stand by the seashore on a clear day, you can see the masts and
funnels of invisible ships passing along the horizons.  This phenomenon can only be explainedy by assuming that the earth’s
surface is curved.

He was actually saying that one didn't need to be an astronomer to ascertain that the world was spherical:  It was obvious
to any layman.

Actually it's the way your brain preserves shadows & interprets colours that gives the
appearance of a ships hull disappearing over the horizon. There is no curvature only your
brain perception misinterpreting. If you would like a demonstration I will try & find you one on
YouTube if you like . National  geographic produced a hour programme call test your brain .
With excellent demonstrated examples on the subject . Not just theory.

 Logged

When it comes to Jane's standards .I'm lower then an old stove she has in her garage.
Shannon Noll and Natalie Bassingthwaighte - Don't…: http://youtu.be/FMUmfWh9_tk
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #14 on: December 30, 2014, 12:48:57 AM »

Quote from: charles bloomington on December 29, 2014, 09:40:34 PM

There is no curvature only your brain perception misinterpreting. If you would like a demonstration I will try & find you
one on YouTube if you like. National  geographic produced a hour programme call test your brain. With excellent
demonstrated examples on the subject. Not just theory.

Thanks Charles.  I'd appreciate it.
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #15 on: February 02, 2015, 06:20:15 PM »

Quote from: J Davis on February 13, 2014, 06:13:53 AM

Some valentines for ya!
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A reminder that Valentine's Day is less than 2 weeks away (remember mailing time?). 

A Big Thank You goes out to J Davis for making these available. For young and old and in-
between.  For home, school or work...your card shopping is done.
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #16 on: September 20, 2015, 10:17:33 AM »

Quote from: John Davis on January 06, 2014, 09:30:13 AM
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To Be Updated Regularly.

You do understand that this bit from Wilfred is *satirizing* people who believe that the Earth
is Flat. Even most young schoolchildren know that there is no gravity in space, no up or down,
so nothing would be pulling people in the Southern Hemisphere down off of the planet. But
the joke is that Wilred is kinda dumb.

 Logged
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #17 on: December 28, 2015, 01:34:14 PM »

Copernicus and Descartes are talking about whether the sun or earth is the centre of the
solar system, not the shape of the earth; everyone knew the earth was round back then.

George Orwell is another case of you quoting badly, here is the full text again
http://alexpeak.com/twr/hdykteir/ . I have evidence 
the earth is round in my sig to answer Orwell's question.

Goethe was talking about Newton's theory on light, not gravity. Another bad quote,
http://www.sciartinamerica.com/blog/art-versus-science-color-theory-war-between-goethe-
and-newton http://www.openculture.com/2013/09/goethes-theory-of-colors-and-
kandinsky.html

You have got to be joking with the Wilfrid one, but some people here have said the same
thing.
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« Last Edit: December 28, 2015, 01:37:17 PM by ergovivo »

Four of them are misleading quotes, wouldn't be uprised if more were. Are you deliberately
trying to mislead people? You really should remove the Goethe one, WTF has colour theory got
to do with anything here!
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #18 on: February 09, 2016, 04:23:53 PM »

What is the context of the Descartes quote, because I bet it has nothing to do with the earths
shape.
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #19 on: February 19, 2016, 10:46:03 AM »

Check out my sig!
 Logged

To fall into the belief of a flat Earth is to deny YOUR OWN cognizance.
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #20 on: February 21, 2016, 01:53:25 PM »

Quote from: Empirical on February 09, 2016, 04:23:53 PM

What is the context of the Descartes quote, because I bet it has nothing to do with the earths shape.

I have tried to find where the quote comes from, I can't find its source, but it was likely
referring to their different positions on metaphysics.
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #21 on: February 29, 2016, 12:41:22 PM »

In lieu of a suicide note, I'm just gonna print these out and leave them around the room.
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #22 on: February 29, 2016, 12:56:04 PM »

Quote from: xXJimmy_Neutron_Is_GodXx on February 29, 2016, 12:41:22 PM

In lieu of a suicide note, I'm just gonna print these out and leave them around the room.

HAHA! This is truly hilarious
 Logged

To fall into the belief of a flat Earth is to deny YOUR OWN cognizance.
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The Earth is flat,
therefore God is
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #23 on: May 31, 2016, 07:49:20 PM »
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #24 on: June 09, 2016, 06:46:19 AM »

Nice work with those memes  George Orwell was one of the most intelligent and logical
thinking people ever (in my opinion). Here is what I think about his quote: I think that he
wanted to point out, that first-hand evidence and first-hand knowledge is what counts.
Therefore and because I believe in pragmatical thinking, I like his quote best.
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #25 on: June 22, 2016, 11:38:38 AM »
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 Provokethetruth
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The Earth is flat,
therefore God is

real.

 

Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #26 on: June 22, 2016, 03:16:17 PM »

Provoke the truth
http://www.spreaker.com/user/provokethetruth
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #27 on: July 19, 2016, 02:17:17 PM »

https://www.facebook.com/OranginaUK/videos/1024369560965333/
I think this kind of belongs here
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #28 on: July 21, 2016, 08:16:27 PM »

 I have just heard of this FE society from a mate who beleives the world is flat. So I thought I
would put a question to him. His answer amazed me. I asked him Fe beleives that Australia is
8046.72 kilometers wide Re beleive Australia is 4042 kilomteres wide. Now considering I have
drivin this and gone via south Australia the distance I covered was 5067. U know what his
answer was I dont know Darren. I got my answer right there. You guys have tried so many
experiments to prove a FE and not  one can prove the earth is flat. Please show me
photographic evidence and dont say no u show me. You are the doubters not I. All u have for
evidence is a hand drawn map really.
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #29 on: August 03, 2016, 11:23:03 PM »

Why did you include Jackson at all?? You didn't even include an out of context quote you could
exploit.
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LUNAR ECLIPSES AND THE SHADOW OF THE EARTH
Sep 1, 2016 JohnDavis

In January 2016 an article was posted on popsci that claimed to debunk the flat
earth. Let’s give this article some due diligence and topple its supposed proofs of
curvature! You can find the article here.

Every so often we will see the eager glob post a blog article to attempt disproof of
our theories. I have found that usually they have not spent the proper time even
learning of ours! So often the globularist likes to take evidence and draw it wide
enough to claim it is proof. We will show case by case why these ‘evidences’ are not
proofs and how many are actually incorrect.

This week we will be looking from the point of view of the Rowbotham school of
flatist thought.

Does the shadow on the moon prove the Earth is round? First we must examine if
the shadow is actually the shadow of the Earth! We have some compelling reasons
to think it’s not.

When we look into Flat Earth Literature, we see that the model of lunar eclipses
given to us make absolutely no sense what‒so‒ever. We must conclude as William
Carpenter did in One Hundred Proofs That The Earth Is Not A Globe.

We will borrow here from Samuel Rowbotham who talked at length about this in his
work Zetetic Astronomy: Earth Not A Globe. He supplies for us several instances
where both the sun and moon were visible during a lunar eclipse. As he puts it “is it
possible that a ‘shadow’ of the earth could be thrown upon the moon, when sun,
earth, and moon were not in the same line?”

Shadow of the earth on the moon? No one has ever seen it

in its entirety. ‒ Charles Fort, Book of the Damned





The Newtonian hypotheses involves the necessity of the Sun,
in the case of a lunar eclipse, being on the opposite side of a
globular earth, to cast its shadow on the Moon: but, since
eclipses of the Moon have taken place with both the Sun and
the Moon above the horizon, it follows that it cannot be the
shadow of the Earth that eclipses the Moon; that the theory
is a blund; and that it is nothing less than a proof that the
Earth is not a globe.
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You may wish to see some of the citations that this indeed happens as it will likely
surprise the globularist who holds his faith very tightly. One occurred in Paris, 19th
of July, 1750 as reported to Rowbotham through Astronomy and Astronomical
Instruments by George G Carey. Again on 20th April, 1837 and the 20th of
September 1717 reported through McCullochs Geography. The list goes on, citing as
far back as Pliny.

The explanation of this given by round earth science is that it has been caused by
refraction. This at first seems very likely and a solid answer. When we examine the
situation further though, as Rowbotham did, we see this to be utter balderdash. He
supplies this simple experiment any man can do on page 102.

Additionally we have other inconsistencies with the lunar eclipse and round earth
orthodoxy. Rowbotham again shows us one of these paradoxes ‒the moon’s entire
surface has been distinctly seen during the whole time of a total lunar eclipse!

He provides the following account:

If this seems anecdotal to you, I suggest you grab a copy of Earth: Not A Globe as
he goes on for a good 4 or 5 pages with additional citations. The globularist here
may say it is light refracted from the earth. The red color supposedly comes from

An object by refraction is bent upwards; but the shadow of
any object is bent downwards, as will be seen by the
following very simple experiment. Take a plain white shallow
basin, and place it ten or twelve inches from a light in such a
position that the shadow of the edge of the basin touches the
centre of the bottom. Hold a rod vertically over and on the
edge of the shadow, to denote its true position. Now let water
be gradually poured into the basin, and the shadow will be
seen to recede or shorten inwards and downwards; but if a
rod or a spoon is allowed to rest, with its upper end towards
the light, and the lower end in the bottom of the vessel, it will
be seen, as the water is poured in, to bend upwards ‒ thus
proving that if refraction operated at all, it would do so by
elevating the moon above its true position and throwing the
earth’s shadow downwards, or directly away from the moon’s
surface. Hence it is clear that a lunar eclipse by a shadow of
the earth is an utter impossibility.





The appearances were as usual till twenty minutes past nine;
at that period, and for the space of the next hour, instead of
an eclipse, or the shadow of the earth being the cause of the
total obscurity of the moon, the whole phase of that body
became very quickly and most beautifully illuminated, and
assumed the appearance of the glowing heat of fire from the
furnace, rather tinged with a deep red… The whole disc of
the moon being as perfect with light as if there had been no
eclipse whatever!... The moon positively gave good light from
its disc during the total eclipse.







Rayleigh scattering. So often the positivist attempts to shove the round hole into
the square block! So often he does so with refraction! From here he takes his
assumption of the round earth and calculates what the variables would need to be
to allow for a red moon. Then against all reason he declares it true ‒ without a
second thought. This may suit him well, if only the light from the earth was a deep
bright red! Go out and observe it dear reader. Do you truly believe this is light that
was Rayleigh scattered through the atmosphere? 

Of course not. This is evidenced by the fact that the sky night is not red, but black!
Should this light be bending this way and that to travel around the earth, we would
see some of this light scattered within our atmosphere giving us a red night sky. Of
what fun it is to watch the mental gymnastics of the round earther determined to
keep hold of his faith.

Moving on to some more modern works, we can look at Mark Sargent’s Dome
model which also shows the experiment to be meaningless. In his book Flat Earth
Clues, we see that "All eclipses in the enclosed world model are artificial, like they
would be in a planetarium.” So faithful of his view, the globularist will not suffer to
hear the opposing view. This is why he presents only strawmen for himself to beat
down instead of addressing the real claims of Flat Earth Theory. In reality, every
notable flat earth theory of the last 100+ years has had an explanation for this.

Next week we will be toppling down Eratosthenes and his infamous sticks.
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #1 on: January 08, 2014, 01:32:04 PM »

I'm not sure it would be wise to draw attention to George Orwell with a meme for the FES.

Orwell also said (in that same “As I Please” column) How Do You Know the Earth is Round?:

As for the Flat Earth theory, I believe I could refute it.  If you stand by the seashore on a clear day,
you can see the masts and funnels of invisible ships passing along the horizons.  This phenomenon
can only be explained by assuming that the earth’s surface is curved.

He was actually saying that one didn't need to be an astronomer to ascertain that the world
was spherical:  It was obvious to any layman.
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #2 on: January 08, 2014, 06:21:07 PM »

For those interested in full disclosure, here is a link to the full text of that Orwell article:
http://www.telelib.com/authors/O/OrwellGeorge/essay/tribune/AsIPlease19461227.html

 Logged

Science is what happens when preconception meets verification.
Quote from: Robosteve

Besides, perhaps FET is a conspiracy too.

Quote from: bullhorn

It is just the way it is, you understanding it doesn't concern me. 

 John Davis

Secretary Of The
Society
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #3 on: January 10, 2014, 05:46:12 AM »

Quote from: ausGeoff on January 08, 2014, 01:32:04 PM

I'm not sure it would be wise to draw attention to George Orwell with a meme for the FES.

Orwell also said (in that same “As I Please” column) How Do You Know the Earth is Round?:

As for the Flat Earth theory, I believe I could refute it.  If you stand by the seashore on a clear day, you can see the masts and
funnels of invisible ships passing along the horizons.  This phenomenon can only be explained by assuming that the earth’s surface
is curved.

He was actually saying that one didn't need to be an astronomer to ascertain that the world was spherical:  It was obvious
to any layman.

Yes, one does not need to be an astronomer to ascertain the worlds shape, flat or round. That
was the point of the meme. Is that lost? I figured it would come up with the context of the set.

Perhaps you are right though. His proof, however, is as silly as most others. Such things are
clearly outside his skillset.

 Logged
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #4 on: February 05, 2014, 09:10:30 AM »

Quote

Perhaps you are right though. His proof, however, is as silly as most others. Such things are clearly outside his skillset[sic].

Really? And what is your skill-set? How are you more qualified than Orwell to assert your
observations as truth?
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #5 on: February 09, 2014, 12:01:28 PM »

He doesn't assert observations as truth, but instead his explanation of observation as truth. I
wouldn't say either of us (or any of us) are particularly qualified to make such assertions to
"truth". However his is an example of tunnel vision. The sinking ship phenomena has been
modeled in several coherent ways. EA, Relativistic FET, Parallaxian Perspective, and relative
wave sizes all come to mind.
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #6 on: February 11, 2014, 04:03:51 PM »

John Davis would say this is all nonsense. What ever happened to him? I hope he returns.
 Logged

Quote from: jroa on September 06, 2012, 09:59:08 AM

Meat me  

Quote from: squevil on October 26, 2012, 05:04:12 PM

i was just swallowing it whole no problem.
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #7 on: February 13, 2014, 06:13:53 AM »

Some valentines for ya!
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #8 on: February 13, 2014, 08:00:15 AM »

Quote from: Username on February 13, 2014, 06:13:53 AM

Some valentines for ya!
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"I'd go globular for you" - No one receiving that one would believe it. 
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #9 on: February 16, 2014, 05:15:49 PM »

i hope John Davis returns, now that Willmore has forsaken us.  
 Logged

Quote from: jroa on September 06, 2012, 09:59:08 AM

Meat me  

Quote from: squevil on October 26, 2012, 05:04:12 PM

i was just swallowing it whole no problem.
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #10 on: September 01, 2014, 07:53:37 PM »

They should also put in there that Stephen Hawking and Aristotle believed that the Earth was
round.

 Logged

It is so fun educating FE'rs who don't know anything.

Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #11 on: September 07, 2014, 06:55:49 AM »

"..and the weather patterns on the moon"
 Logged
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God is real.                                          
http://www.scribd.com/doc/9665708/Flat-Earth-Bible-02-of-10-The-Flat-Earth
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #12 on: December 11, 2014, 11:47:45 PM »

Quote from: J Davis on January 06, 2014, 09:30:13 AM

To Be Updated Regularly.
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All died. Except Thomas Dolby and people in the China.
 Logged

?
Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #13 on: December 29, 2014, 09:40:34 PM »

Quote from: ausGeoff on January 08, 2014, 01:32:04 PM

I'm not sure it would be wise to draw attention to George Orwell with a meme for the FES.
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Orwell also said (in that same “As I Please” column) How Do You Know the Earth is Round?:

As for the Flat Earth theory, I believe I could refute it.  If you stand by the seashore on a clear day, you can see the masts and
funnels of invisible ships passing along the horizons.  This phenomenon can only be explainedy by assuming that the earth’s
surface is curved.

He was actually saying that one didn't need to be an astronomer to ascertain that the world was spherical:  It was obvious
to any layman.

Actually it's the way your brain preserves shadows & interprets colours that gives the
appearance of a ships hull disappearing over the horizon. There is no curvature only your
brain perception misinterpreting. If you would like a demonstration I will try & find you one on
YouTube if you like . National  geographic produced a hour programme call test your brain .
With excellent demonstrated examples on the subject . Not just theory.

 Logged

When it comes to Jane's standards .I'm lower then an old stove she has in her garage.
Shannon Noll and Natalie Bassingthwaighte - Don't…: http://youtu.be/FMUmfWh9_tk
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #14 on: December 30, 2014, 12:48:57 AM »

Quote from: charles bloomington on December 29, 2014, 09:40:34 PM

There is no curvature only your brain perception misinterpreting. If you would like a demonstration I will try & find you
one on YouTube if you like. National  geographic produced a hour programme call test your brain. With excellent
demonstrated examples on the subject. Not just theory.

Thanks Charles.  I'd appreciate it.
 Logged
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #15 on: February 02, 2015, 06:20:15 PM »

Quote from: J Davis on February 13, 2014, 06:13:53 AM

Some valentines for ya!
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A reminder that Valentine's Day is less than 2 weeks away (remember mailing time?). 

A Big Thank You goes out to J Davis for making these available. For young and old and in-
between.  For home, school or work...your card shopping is done.

 Logged

Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #16 on: September 20, 2015, 10:17:33 AM »

Quote from: John Davis on January 06, 2014, 09:30:13 AM
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To Be Updated Regularly.

You do understand that this bit from Wilfred is *satirizing* people who believe that the Earth
is Flat. Even most young schoolchildren know that there is no gravity in space, no up or down,
so nothing would be pulling people in the Southern Hemisphere down off of the planet. But
the joke is that Wilred is kinda dumb.

 Logged

?
ergovivo

Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #17 on: December 28, 2015, 01:34:14 PM »

Copernicus and Descartes are talking about whether the sun or earth is the centre of the
solar system, not the shape of the earth; everyone knew the earth was round back then.

George Orwell is another case of you quoting badly, here is the full text again
http://alexpeak.com/twr/hdykteir/ . I have evidence 
the earth is round in my sig to answer Orwell's question.

Goethe was talking about Newton's theory on light, not gravity. Another bad quote,
http://www.sciartinamerica.com/blog/art-versus-science-color-theory-war-between-goethe-
and-newton http://www.openculture.com/2013/09/goethes-theory-of-colors-and-
kandinsky.html

You have got to be joking with the Wilfrid one, but some people here have said the same
thing.
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« Last Edit: December 28, 2015, 01:37:17 PM by ergovivo »

Four of them are misleading quotes, wouldn't be uprised if more were. Are you deliberately
trying to mislead people? You really should remove the Goethe one, WTF has colour theory got
to do with anything here!
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #18 on: February 09, 2016, 04:23:53 PM »

What is the context of the Descartes quote, because I bet it has nothing to do with the earths
shape.

 Logged
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #19 on: February 19, 2016, 10:46:03 AM »

Check out my sig!
 Logged

To fall into the belief of a flat Earth is to deny YOUR OWN cognizance.

?
 Empirical

 1097



Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #20 on: February 21, 2016, 01:53:25 PM »

Quote from: Empirical on February 09, 2016, 04:23:53 PM

What is the context of the Descartes quote, because I bet it has nothing to do with the earths shape.

I have tried to find where the quote comes from, I can't find its source, but it was likely
referring to their different positions on metaphysics.
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #21 on: February 29, 2016, 12:41:22 PM »

In lieu of a suicide note, I'm just gonna print these out and leave them around the room.
 Logged
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #22 on: February 29, 2016, 12:56:04 PM »

Quote from: xXJimmy_Neutron_Is_GodXx on February 29, 2016, 12:41:22 PM

In lieu of a suicide note, I'm just gonna print these out and leave them around the room.

HAHA! This is truly hilarious
 Logged
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #23 on: May 31, 2016, 07:49:20 PM »
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #24 on: June 09, 2016, 06:46:19 AM »

Nice work with those memes  George Orwell was one of the most intelligent and logical
thinking people ever (in my opinion). Here is what I think about his quote: I think that he
wanted to point out, that first-hand evidence and first-hand knowledge is what counts.
Therefore and because I believe in pragmatical thinking, I like his quote best.
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #25 on: June 22, 2016, 11:38:38 AM »
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The Earth is flat,
therefore God is

real.

 

Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #26 on: June 22, 2016, 03:16:17 PM »

Provoke the truth
http://www.spreaker.com/user/provokethetruth
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #27 on: July 19, 2016, 02:17:17 PM »

https://www.facebook.com/OranginaUK/videos/1024369560965333/
I think this kind of belongs here
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #28 on: July 21, 2016, 08:16:27 PM »

 I have just heard of this FE society from a mate who beleives the world is flat. So I thought I
would put a question to him. His answer amazed me. I asked him Fe beleives that Australia is
8046.72 kilometers wide Re beleive Australia is 4042 kilomteres wide. Now considering I have
drivin this and gone via south Australia the distance I covered was 5067. U know what his
answer was I dont know Darren. I got my answer right there. You guys have tried so many
experiments to prove a FE and not  one can prove the earth is flat. Please show me
photographic evidence and dont say no u show me. You are the doubters not I. All u have for
evidence is a hand drawn map really.
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Re: Flat Earth Society Memes
« Reply #29 on: August 03, 2016, 11:23:03 PM »

Why did you include Jackson at all?? You didn't even include an out of context quote you could
exploit.
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Moonlight: Dangers & Precautions
« on: May 05, 2012, 10:20:39 PM »

An error occurred.

Try watching this video on www.youtube.com, or enable JavaScript if it is disabled in your browser.

Since the dawn of history, the Moon has possessed an almost unequalled hold over the
imagination of man, provoking by turns fascination and even worship. Mankind has studied
the Moon for thousands of years, and some human depictions of its luminescent features may
be over 5,000 years old.

However for as long as man has revered the Moon, he has also feared it. This topic will
chronicle how ancient cultures have perceived the Moon's harmful effects, how modern
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« Last Edit: May 04, 2014, 10:20:00 AM by Lord Wilmore »

studies (both scientific and Zetetic) corroborate this view, and how and when to prepare to
prepare for periods of high lunar activity and/or exposure. It will also provide a Zetetic Lunar
Calendar, and a forecast/record of impending/past spikes in Lunar activity:

1. Moonlight: Historical & Socio-Cultural Perspectives

2. Moonlight: Scientific & Zetetic Perspectives

3. Moonlight: Precautions & Preparations

4. The Zetetic Lunar Calendar

5. The Lunar Forecast

Alarmism is not our aim here at the Flat Earth Society, but the threat presented by contact
with Lunar rays is significant, and the mainstream media has proven unwilling to alert the
public to the evidence for and dangers of this hazard. Our only goal is to make sure that you
and your loved ones remain safe.

Any suggestions regarding additions or improvements should be posted in this topic.
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Moonlight: Historical & Socio-Cultural Perspectives
« Reply #1 on: May 05, 2012, 10:21:09 PM »

Moonlight: Historical & Socio-Cultural Perspectives

Among the earliest of cultures to recognise the power of Moonlight were Assyria and
Babylonia, who considered it to have an notable effect on the fertility of women, though
whether this was a positive or negative effect is unknown. Both Aristotle and the Roman
historian Pliny the Elder are known to have associated the Moon with insanity, and as early as
the 13  century, the term "lunatic" was in use, derived from the Latin word for Moon, "luna".
It is probable that the word has earlier origins, perhaps going back to the original Roman-era
Latin. The Romans even believed that Moonlight solidified to form the gem known as
Moonstone. What's clear is that the Moon was clearly regarded as having the ability to affect
terrestrial matter, and the association between the Lunar cycle and insanity was clearly
established well over 2,000 years ago.

Indeed, once the work of the Ancients was recovered in Western Europe, these observations
quickly took on canonical status in Western medicine and psychology. The German-Swiss
physician Paracelsus contended that mania was directly linked with the Lunar cycle, as did
the English jurist Lord Blackstone, and the German psychologist Ewald Hering. Indeed, in the
Bethlehem hospital in London, it was found necessary to chain and in some cases flog
inmates in order to "prevent violence" during certain phases of the Lunar cycle .

Moonlight has also been associated with other strange effects and powers, most notably
lycanthropy, the phenomena whereby a human possesses the ability to turn into a wolf, or
transform into a Werewolf, a creature that shares the characteristics of wolf and man.
Werewolves and their capacity to transform were "often associated with the appearance of
the full moon", so that "it was said that a man or woman could turn into a werewolf if he or
she . . . slept outside on a summer night with the full moon shining directly on his face".
Furthermore, "[i]n some cultures, individuals born during a new moon or suffering from
epilepsy were considered likely to be werewolves". Although the existence of Werewolves is
the subject of dispute, it represents an ancient, cross-cultural association between Moonlight,
abnormality, danger and derangement, one that persists to this very day, as can be seen in
Neil Jordan's The Company of Wolves.

It is therefore apparent that throughout much of recent human history, enlightened thinkers
and medical experts and ancient cultures have identified the Moon's power to affect man's
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cogitation, and to distort and warp his ability to reason when under the influence of its
beams.

1. Oliven J. Moonlight and nervous disorders. Am J Psychiatry 1943;99:579-84.
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Moonlight: Scientific & Zetetic Perspectives
« Reply #2 on: May 05, 2012, 10:22:04 PM »

Moonlight: Scientific & Zetetic Perspectives

The question of the Moon's capacity to harm or endanger humans was largely ignored by
scientists during the late 19  century and for much of the 20  century, no doubt due to their
belief that the Moon was a dead world that merely reflected the light of the Sun. The general
public's increasing ignorance was perhaps as a result of increased electrification, and a
resulting decrease in awareness with respect to the all-pervasive nature of the Moon's rays,
which no doubt would have been more obvious prior to the advent of continuous street-
lighting and reliable portable illumination such as flashlights.

Nevertheless, the experiences of sensitive professions forced scientists to examine the Moon's
capacity to affect human behaviour. The resulting research has provoked considerable debate
within the scientific community, with many scientists affirming the Moon's power, and others
contesting their results. However, given the methodological flaws of the scientific method,
such dispute is far from surprising.

In contrast, since the creation of the Zetetic Method, its followers have had no doubt as to the
power of the Moon and the dangers presented by Moonlight. In his seminal treatise, Zetetic
Astronomy: Earth Not a Globe, Dr Samuel Birley Rowbotham determined not only that the
Moon's rays are of a different and independent composition to those of the Sun, but also that
exposure to its rays can prove most injurious, resulting in the spoiling of food such that it is
dangerous to eat, and that it can even cause blindness if direct exposure to its rays is
prolonged. The Moon's capacity to damage terrestrial flora (which is exposed to Moonlight
more often and more regularly than most humans) has been established not only by Zetetics
in the 19  century, but also by contemporary researchers. Moreover, a number of Zetetics
have observed a variety of detrimental health effects under its influence, such that within the
Zetetic community there is a broad consensus regarding the Moon's capacity to harm
biological lifeforms with its bioluminescent rays.
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Moonlight: Preparation & Precautions
« Reply #3 on: May 05, 2012, 10:22:56 PM »

Moonlight: Preparation & Precautions

Of course, the natural response when presented with such compelling evidence is to ask how
one can avoid the risks posed by Lunar rays. Unfortunately, the Moon is an almost ever-
present feature of our lives, and it emits its injurious beams for a considerable period almost
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every twenty-four hours.

The most important step, therefore, is to be aware of when such emissions are most likely to
take place. Thankfully the Moon's emanations are regular, and therefore with sufficient
research can be predicted, so that one can take steps to avoid it when it is most dangerous.
Depending on your location, the apparent state of the Lunar cycle may vary, so we advise that
you conduct independent, Zetetically rigorous research, preferably through remote means
such as video cameras or specialized means of filtrating and projecting its light. You will soon
record a cycle lasting approximately nine and-a-half days, punctuated by varying but regular
degrees of Lunar emissions.

As the above research indicates that the harmful effects of the Moon correspond with the
quantity of Moonlight to which one is exposed, the Full Moon is obviously particularly
dangerous, as indeed are the Waxing and Waning Gibbous. Exposure to Moonlight during
these periods should be kept to a bare minimum, and ideally should be limited to situations
where contact is either necessary or unavoidable. The Waxing and Waning Crescent are
obviously less dangerous, but nevertheless it is advised that one should not be foolhardy, as
the limited amount of light produced by the Moon during these periods will be more than
offset by any extensive exposure.

During the standard Lunar cycle, keeping regular hours and remaining indoors after dark
should be enough to prevent illness in the majority of cases. However, many people may find
themselves in situations where they are forced to expose themselves to Moonlight. In such
cases, noted Zetetic James MacIntyre has the following advice:

Quote from: James on September 23, 2010, 06:28:17 PM

When viewing the Moon, or expecting to face exposure to the Moon, please try to follow these procedures:

Wear sunglasses - Dark glasses may protect your eyes, which are particularly sensitive, from Moon rays which can
damage your eyes.
Cover any exposed skin - Cases of Moonlight exposure to bare skin can be particularly severe. Always wear long
sleeves, gloves and a hat. A balaclava or thick scarf can protect your nose, mouth, cheeks and ears from the Moon.

He also advises that even when one is inside, one should ensure that your shelter is
adequately sealed and protected:

Quote from: James on September 23, 2010, 06:28:17 PM

Protect your home - Moonlight can seep in through uncovered windows, doors and skylights. Make sure that you
have thick curtains, or, better still, shutters on major windows which are likely to face the Moon. You may find it
useful to tape reflective material, such as aluminium foil (shiny side out) on gaps in your home, or even on the
windows themselves, in order to improve Moon-protection further.

Finally, one should take precautions to ensure the safety of any other biological life for which
you may be responsible:

Quote from: James on September 23, 2010, 06:28:17 PM

Make sure your pets are safe - The Moon can hurt animals just as much as humans. Consider bringing your pets
indoors during the evening, or if you intend to let them roam the night, you may want to wrap them up in protective
clothing just as you did with yourself!
Watch out for plants - Moonlight can putrefy many varieties of unsuspecting garden plant. Most flowers close their
petals at night in order to protect them from Moon rays, but during the Super-harvest Moon this may not be enough.
You may want to cover even self-defending flowers and other plants with aluminium foil or another protective
material.

Though such measures should prove sufficent during the standard Lunar cycle, there are also
occasional spikes in Lunar radiance, notably events such as the Super Moon and Super
Harvest Moon. Though rare, during these events the Moon's intensity is noticeably greater,
and thus its effects are especially powerful. During these crises, MacIntyre suggests that "it
may be safer to stay indoors entirely and avoid exposure". Indeed, some have even suggested
that such events may cause an increase in the number of natural disasters here on Earth.
Accordingly, it may best to store or stockpile the following items:
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« Last Edit: May 06, 2012, 08:54:54 PM by Lord Wilmore »

Several days worth of clean water, uncontaminated by Lunar rays. Filling spare bottles,
baths and sinks before hand is a useful strategy.
Proteinous tinned food and vegetables, along with any other non-perishables.
A portable gas stove with plenty of spare gas cannisters.
A fully-equipped first-aid kit.
An emergency heat source, and sufficient blankets and other insulative materials.
At least two high-quality flashlights, with plenty of spare batteries. If disaster strikes,
you may be without electricity, and (for obvious reasons) you will be unable to navigate
by Moonlight - indeed you should be sealed off in complete darkness. Make sure to
have several high-quality flashlights that will run efficiently and reliably.
At least one multi-tool, and ideally a decent knife and perhaps a folding saw and
hatchet.
Depending on the situation, it may be advisable to stock several firearms and plenty of
ammunition, depending on local laws. Natural disasters often bring out the worst in
some people, and under the deleterious influence of a Super (Harvest) Moon it could be
even worse. Do not seek violence, but be prepared to defend you and your family from
the exposed.

So that our members are aware of such crises, we will endeavour to keep an updated list of
immanent Super Moon events, detailing the date, duration and (when possible) intensity of
these spikes in Lunar activity.
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The Zetetic Lunar Calendar
« Reply #4 on: May 05, 2012, 10:23:19 PM »

The Zetetic Lunar Calendar

Ancient cultures across the world and throughout history have given names to the first Full
Moon of a given month, and following the wisdom of the ancients, I consider this a useful way
to categorise and refer to Lunar phenomena. However, as a host of different names exist, I felt
it would be wise to create a Zetetic Lunar Calendar, choosing 12 names from among the
various appellative Lunar traditions. This provides us with a common vocabulary with which
to discuss Lunar events.

The Zetetic Lunar Calendar is as follows:

January: The Wolf Moon

February: The Hunger Moon

March: The Death Moon

April: The Waking Moon

May: The Milk Moon

June: The Hot Moon

July: The Mead Moon

August: The Red Moon

September: The Harvest Moon

October: The Dying Grass Moon

November: The Hunter's Moon

December: The Oak Moon
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« Last Edit: May 06, 2012, 08:55:11 PM by Lord Wilmore »

These names will be also be used in the Lunar Forecast below.
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The Lunar Forecast
« Reply #5 on: May 06, 2012, 08:44:47 PM »

The Lunar Forecast

Impending Events:

May 25, 2013

Category: Super Milk Moon
Outlook: 15 - 30% brighter than average. Moderate to high-intensity (provisional).
Advice: Stay indoors.

June 23, 2013

Category: Super Hot Moon
Outlook: 15 - 30% brighter than average. Moderate to high-intensity (provisional).
Advice: Stay indoors.

July 22, 2013

Category: Super Mead Moon
Outlook: 15 - 30% brighter than average. Moderate to high-intensity (provisional).
Advice: Stay indoors.

Previous Events:

May 21 , 2012

Category: Annular Eclipse
Outlook: Normal
Advice: Take basic precautions

May 5 , 2012.

Category: Super Moon.
Outlook: 16-30% brighter than average. Moderate to high intensity.
Advice: Stay indoors.

Credit goes to Space Cowgirl for the heads-up.

March 19 , 2011.

Category: Super Moon.
Outlook: 30% brighter. High intensity.
Advice: Seek shelter and take all possible precautions.

Credit: Pongo

September 24 , 2010.

Category: Super Harvest Moon.
Outlook: Medium intensity.
Advice: Stay indoors.
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Credit: Ichimaru Gin/James MacIntyre
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« Last Edit: November 02, 2012, 06:12:49 PM by Ichimaru Gin :] »

Re: Moonlight: Dangers & Precautions
« Reply #6 on: November 02, 2012, 06:07:06 PM »

Moonlight burns were just mentioned on ABC's primetime show: Sharktank.

These millionaires and billionaires know the truth. Too bad they'd rather make money than
warn more people.

Here is the bio of the shark that mentioned it: 
Quote

O'Leary started a software company in the basement of a small Toronto home along with partners John Freeman and Gary
Babcock. His mother provided the seed investment of $10,000, which he used to start software publisher SoftKey. Softkey
products typically consisted of software intended for home audiences, especially compilation discs containing various
freeware or shareware game software packaged in a "jewel-case" CD-ROM. By 1994, Softkey had become a major
consolidator in the educational software market, acquiring no less than sixty rivals, such as WordStar and Spinnaker
Software. In 1995, Softkey acquired The Learning Company (TLC) for $606 million, moved its headquarters to Boston, and took
The Learning Company as its name. TLC bought its former rival Brøderbund in June 1998 for $416 million. In 1999, The
Learning Company and its 467 software titles were acquired by Mattel in a $3.8 billion stock swap.[5] Sales and earnings for
Mattel soon dropped, and O'Leary departed from Mattel. The purchase by Mattel was later called one of the most disastrous
acquisitions in history.[6]
 
In 2003 he became co-investor and a director in Storage Now, a developer of climate controlled storage facilities. Through a
series of development projects and acquisitions, Storage Now became Canada’s third largest owner/operator of storage
services with facilities located in eleven cities serving such companies as Merck and Pfizer when it was acquired by the In
Storage REIT in March 2007 for $110 million.[citation needed]
 
In March 2007 O'Leary joined the advisory board of Genstar Capital, a private equity firm that focuses on investments in
selected segments of life science and healthcare services, industrial technology, business services and software. Genstar
Capital appointed O'Leary to its Strategic Advisory Board to seek new investment opportunities for its $1.2 billion fund.
O’Leary also serves on the executive board of the Richard Ivey School of Business at The University of Western Ontario. He is
a member of the investment committee of Boston’s 107 year old Hamilton Trust and an investor of EnGlobe, a TSX listed
company.[citation needed] He is a former co-host of SqueezePlay on Business News Network, Canada’s national business
television specialty channel. O’Leary is currently working as the entrepreneur/investor co-host for the Discovery Channel’s
Discovery Project Earth, a project that explores innovative ways man could reverse climate change.[7]
 
O'Leary serves as foil to Journalist Amanda Lang on The Lang and O'Leary Exchange on CBC News Network. He is also a
venture capitalist on the Canadian version of Dragons' Den and host of Redemption Inc. which both air on CBC Television,
and a "shark" on the United States' version of Dragons' Den, Shark Tank, which airs on ABC.
 
In January 2008 he co-founded O'Leary Funds Inc., a mutual fund company that targets buy and hold investors. He is the
company's chairman.

 Logged

Quote from: trig on May 06, 2012, 08:18:10 AM

so in a sense we humans are all fish, and we are all lizards, and we are all rats, and we are all primates, and we are all
orangutans.

RE er admitting they are true rats.

?
 iwanttobelieve

 5444



Re: Moonlight: Dangers & Precautions
« Reply #7 on: November 03, 2012, 02:57:31 AM »

Yes it is sad that a very small percentage of humans have a recessive anti-moonlight gene. 
I think we should start a FES Telethon to raise money for these poor people.

 Logged

Quote from: jroa on September 06, 2012, 09:59:08 AM

Meat me  

Quote from: squevil on October 26, 2012, 05:04:12 PM

i was just swallowing it whole no problem.
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« Last Edit: February 13, 2013, 11:19:19 AM by carlosgf »

Re: The Lunar Forecast
« Reply #8 on: February 13, 2013, 11:02:42 AM »

Quote from: Lord Wilmore on May 06, 2012, 08:44:47 PM

The Lunar Forecast

Hello,

Is there any new Super-Moon event for this year?
 Logged
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« Last Edit: February 13, 2013, 11:20:09 AM by carlosgf »

Re: The Zetetic Lunar Calendar
« Reply #9 on: February 13, 2013, 11:18:14 AM »

Quote from: Lord Wilmore on May 05, 2012, 10:23:19 PM

The Zetetic Lunar Calendar

Ancient cultures 

The Zetetic Lunar Calendar is as follows:

January: The Wolf Moon
February: The Hunger Moon
March: The Death Moon
April: The Waking Moon
May: The Milk Moon
June: The Hot Moon
July: The Mead Moon
August: The Red Moon
September: The Harvest Moon
October: The Dying Grass Moon
November: The Hunter's Moon
December: The Oak Moon

I found this lunar calendar to be inspiring.
I have been doing (reading and watching videos) some courses around Internet related to
Astrology and I found this post to be linked in some sort to the names given to the moon.

I will bring the names and the relation of the zodiac symbols to their respective moon´s
name.

(my native language is not English. Hope it will be clear for you)
 Logged
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Re: Moonlight: Dangers & Precautions
« Reply #10 on: March 30, 2013, 10:17:39 AM »

And this is a sticky?

WTF has this got to do with a flat earth?  Or is it a case of who you know?
 Logged

Quote from: bullhorn on March 27, 2013, 03:43:34 PM

The video demonstrates that we can not fully trust our senses. 
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Re: Moonlight: Dangers & Precautions
« Reply #11 on: April 01, 2013, 07:07:39 PM »

Updateded the Lunar Forcast to warn of pending Super Moon event in May.
 Logged
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Re: Moonlight: Dangers & Precautions
« Reply #12 on: April 01, 2013, 07:16:29 PM »

Consequently, this will be a Super Milk Moon.
 Logged

"I want truth for truth's sake, not for the applaud or approval of men. I would not reject truth because it is unpopular,
nor accept error because it is popular. I should rather be right and stand alone than run with the multitude and be
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Re: Moonlight: Dangers & Precautions
« Reply #13 on: April 02, 2013, 12:30:56 PM »

Quote from: Lord Wilmore on April 01, 2013, 07:16:29 PM

Consequently, this will be a Super Milk Moon.

The lunar event on the 25 of May, even despite it is told to be of "0,01" magnitude, almost
visually imperceptible, is it still dangerous?
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Re: Moonlight: Dangers & Precautions
« Reply #14 on: April 03, 2013, 09:46:42 PM »

Quote from: Lord Wilmore on April 01, 2013, 07:16:29 PM

Consequently, this will be a Super Milk Moon.

Ladies and gentlemen, he'll be here all week, be sure to tip your waitresses and bartenders.
 Logged

Quote from: sokarul on July 08, 2013, 05:51:46 PM

I am so defeated. 

Quote from: iwanttobelieve on September 18, 2013, 02:53:44 PM

a Mod, like roundy?!  
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Re: Moonlight: Dangers & Precautions
« Reply #15 on: April 05, 2013, 09:23:01 AM »

Quote from: Roundy the Truthinessist on April 03, 2013, 09:46:42 PM

Quote from: Lord Wilmore on April 01, 2013, 07:16:29 PM

Consequently, this will be a Super Milk Moon.

Ladies and gentlemen, he'll be here all week, be sure to tip your waitresses and bartenders.

Nope.  He's on tour right now, so check the schedule for future dates.
 Logged

Science is what happens when preconception meets verification.
Quote from: Robosteve

Besides, perhaps FET is a conspiracy too.

Quote from: bullhorn

It is just the way it is, you understanding it doesn't concern me. 

 Lord Wilmore

Vice President

Administrator

 12107

 

Re: Moonlight: Dangers & Precautions
« Reply #16 on: April 23, 2013, 04:08:44 PM »

Updated to draw intention to an intense summer of lunar activity. A Super Hot Moon and a
Super Mead Moon will follow May's Super Milk Moon in June and July respectively.

 Logged

"I want truth for truth's sake, not for the applaud or approval of men. I would not reject truth because it is unpopular,
nor accept error because it is popular. I should rather be right and stand alone than run with the multitude and be
wrong." - C.S. DeFord
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Re: Moonlight: Dangers & Precautions
« Reply #17 on: April 24, 2013, 04:05:41 PM »

break out the moon block lotion 100 with the recessive moon gene...
 Logged

Quote from: jroa on September 06, 2012, 09:59:08 AM

Meat me  

Quote from: squevil on October 26, 2012, 05:04:12 PM

i was just swallowing it whole no problem.

Re: Moonlight: Dangers & Precautions
« Reply #18 on: April 24, 2013, 06:37:20 PM »
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Quote from: iwanttobelieve on April 24, 2013, 04:05:41 PM

break out the moon block lotion 100 with the recessive moon gene...

Silence, naysayer.  This is a very real danger and dammit I will not have you jeer at it.
 Logged

Rhubarb
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Re: Moonlight: Dangers & Precautions
« Reply #19 on: April 28, 2013, 04:14:26 PM »

I only suggest those that are affected do something to prevent it. 
If you are not affected, as I, there is no worries.

 Logged

Quote from: jroa on September 06, 2012, 09:59:08 AM

Meat me  

Quote from: squevil on October 26, 2012, 05:04:12 PM

i was just swallowing it whole no problem.
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Re: Moonlight: Dangers & Precautions
« Reply #20 on: April 28, 2013, 04:41:56 PM »

Why is this not in CN? It has nothing to do with anything. Can I start a post about the
supernatural powers of Goji juice in FE general?

 Logged

Quote from: New Earth on April 23, 2013, 02:23:47 AM

Jason, you are my least favorite noob.

?
Thork

Re: Moonlight: Dangers & Precautions
« Reply #21 on: April 28, 2013, 04:48:08 PM »

Quote from: jason_85 on April 28, 2013, 04:41:56 PM

Why is this not in CN? It has nothing to do with anything. Can I start a post about the supernatural powers of Goji juice in FE
general?

The power of the moon has always been a large part of the society, right back to the days of
Samuel Rowbotham. There is nothing about Goji juice, however.

 Logged
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Re: Moonlight: Dangers & Precautions
« Reply #22 on: April 28, 2013, 05:27:50 PM »

I agree, this should remain here for those unfortunate to have the recessive moonlight gene.
 Logged

Quote from: jroa on September 06, 2012, 09:59:08 AM

Meat me  

Quote from: squevil on October 26, 2012, 05:04:12 PM

i was just swallowing it whole no problem.

 Lord Wilmore

Vice President

Administrator
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Re: Moonlight: Dangers & Precautions
« Reply #23 on: April 28, 2013, 06:00:55 PM »

Quote from: jason_85 on April 28, 2013, 04:41:56 PM

Why is this not in CN? It has nothing to do with anything. Can I start a post about the supernatural powers of Goji juice in FE
general?

Read Earth Not a Globe. This section was linked to in my original post, had you taken the time
to read it.

And no.
 Logged

"I want truth for truth's sake, not for the applaud or approval of men. I would not reject truth because it is unpopular,
nor accept error because it is popular. I should rather be right and stand alone than run with the multitude and be
wrong." - C.S. DeFord

 Saddam Hussein

Official Member
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Former President
of Iraq



Re: Moonlight: Dangers & Precautions
« Reply #24 on: April 28, 2013, 06:08:21 PM »

Quote from: iwanttobelieve on April 28, 2013, 04:14:26 PM

I only suggest those that are affected do something to prevent it. 
If you are not affected, as I, there is no worries.

Quote from: iwanttobelieve on April 28, 2013, 05:27:50 PM

I agree, this should remain here for those unfortunate to have the recessive moonlight gene.

We get it, okay?  You're not affected by moonlight.  You don't need to keep on telling us this.
 Logged

Rhubarb

?
 iwanttobelieve

Re: Moonlight: Dangers & Precautions
« Reply #25 on: April 28, 2013, 06:26:36 PM »

99.9% or more of the worlds population are not affected. But to those that are, take measures.
 Logged
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Quote from: jroa on September 06, 2012, 09:59:08 AM

Meat me  

Quote from: squevil on October 26, 2012, 05:04:12 PM

i was just swallowing it whole no problem.

 Bollybill

 398



Re: Moonlight: Dangers & Precautions
« Reply #26 on: April 28, 2013, 06:53:20 PM »

Is the percentage of affected people higher among individuals who believe in a flat earth?
 Logged

Why use evidence
Ok

?
 odes

 293

Everything else is a
fairy tale!



Re: Moonlight: Dangers & Precautions
« Reply #27 on: April 28, 2013, 07:11:21 PM »

Quote from: Bollybill on April 28, 2013, 06:53:20 PM

Is the percentage of affected people higher among individuals who believe in a flat earth?

Yes, it's called the planebo effect.
 Logged

Quote from: Rushy

No bawwing is necessary.
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Re: Moonlight: Dangers & Precautions
« Reply #28 on: April 28, 2013, 07:40:38 PM »

Quote from: Lord Wilmore on April 28, 2013, 06:00:55 PM

Quote from: jason_85 on April 28, 2013, 04:41:56 PM

Why is this not in CN? It has nothing to do with anything. Can I start a post about the supernatural powers of Goji
juice in FE general?

Read Earth Not a Globe. This section was linked to in my original post, had you taken the time to read it.

And no.

Ok so if I provide a link demonstrating that Rowbotham drank Goji juice I could then start a
post on it in FE General, right?

 Logged

Quote from: New Earth on April 23, 2013, 02:23:47 AM

Jason, you are my least favorite noob.
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Re: Moonlight: Dangers & Precautions
« Reply #29 on: April 28, 2013, 07:48:33 PM »

Go for it. But if it's rubbish (i.e. a lack of clear textual links to the FES) I'll just move it.

It might be worth your while reading the board-specific guidelines:

Quote from: Jack on November 14, 2009, 03:46:54 AM

This board is for discussion about the Flat Earth Society or the Flat Earth movement in general. For example, if you want to
ask questions about The Conspiracy, flat earth believers and their beliefs, or anything else not related to Flat Earth Theory,
this is the place for it.

This topic is precisely the kind of subject matter intended to be posted in this board.
 Logged

"I want truth for truth's sake, not for the applaud or approval of men. I would not reject truth because it is unpopular,
nor accept error because it is popular. I should rather be right and stand alone than run with the multitude and be
wrong." - C.S. DeFord
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Mysticism and Science
« on: March 02, 2014, 10:44:21 AM »

When we look at science, we hope to see a rigid yet dynamic system which we use to quantify
our world. Supposedly it is designed from the outright to remove bias with its main tenets
dictating a strict non-opinionated approach to understanding and quenching our thirst and
curiosity. At least that is our hope. In examination, we will show that mysticism, hallucinations,
dreams and madness in many cases drive our progress in understanding, or at least
inspiration leading to understanding, not strictly rational endeavor. Our aim is not to discredit
these advances but instead simply to reveal their sources for what they are - nonrational.

Popper would look upon such an endeavor as suspect and an issue of psychology, not the
nature of science or knowledge. I firmly disagree on the basis of the potential use of such
psychological provide a method of sorts. Can elegance really be said to be less psychological?
We can’t make any sort of claim to this effect. What is elegant to the satellite is not elegant to
the traveler on Earth. Since mysticism is a valid mechanic of discovery and analysis it thus
should be placed among the methodologies taught for use in science - despite its dangerous
nature.

What exactly do we mean when we say mysticism or when we talk of mystical experience?
Perhaps it is best if we discovered this through the context itself, which is to say through
examples. We do have hordes of them, after all. And they paint their own picture.

Let us first put our attention towards those cases where vast improvements in science,
technology, or understanding came through relatively normal (if indeed any of these accounts
could be said to be ‘normal’) visions or dreams. Surprisingly it has happened more often than
we’d first guess. Perhaps it occurs much more often - as one might be hesitant to talk of such
experiences due to social stigma.

The most famous of these visions is like Einstein’s. As a small child in school he had a vision of
himself running alongside light. From this he said his work on relativity followed.

Another notable example is Nikola Tesla, known for his integral part in the design of modern
alternating current. One day he was taking an ordinary walk as any of us might and a vision
appeared to him of rotating burning wheels. From this came the invention of the Electric
Motor in 1887.

Dreams as we can see are not an uncommon method of inspiration and enlightenment. Otto
Loewi, the father of neuroscience, had a dream on Easter Sunday 1923. He woke up, grabbed
a nearby pad and scribbled down an experiment to prove that the transmission of nerve
impulses was chemical and not electrical. In the morning, struggle as he could he simply
could not read his writing. Luckily for us he had the same dream the next day and this upon
waking went straight to work, and won himself a Nobel Prize for it.

Ahh, but there are more! So much more that we must be dainty in our selection, for like
Rowbotham we are overwhelmed by the truth in all directions. So much more we must
question how blind those are who deny that science is irrational at its core!

August Keke discovered the ring shape of the benzene molecule under the influence of a day
dream. In 1855 he had a daydream of the ouroboros while on a horse-drawn omnibus in
London. To him it appeared as dancing atoms and molecules that directly led to his discovery.

Paul Davies recalls another for us in The Mind of God
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Quote

For other scientists the revelatory experience happens spontaneously, in the midst of the daily clamor. Fred Hoyle relates
such an incident that occurred to him while he was driving through the North of England. “Rather as the revelation occurred
to Paul on the Road to Damascus, mine occurred on the road over Bowes Moor.” …. One day, as they were struggling over a
particularly complicated integral, Hoyle decided to take a vacation from Cambridge to join some colleagues hiking in the
Scottish Highlands:

“As the miles slipped by I turned the quantum mechanical problem … over in my mind, in the hazy way I normally have in
thinking mathematics in my head. Normally, I have to write things down on paper, and then fiddle with the equations and
integrals as best I can. But somewhere on Bowes Moor my awareness of the mathematics clarified, not a little, not even a
lot, but as if a huge brilliant light had suddenly been switched on. ….” [pgs 228-229]

Paul Dirac, known to some as The Mystic of the Atom, would frequently have small revelations
that guided his work. Off taking a walk to get away from his work one day on the
Cambridgeshire countryside when out of blue he gained slight visual insight into the problem
at hand: the non-commuting quantities in Heisenberg's theory. This was pretty common for
him. (126 The Strangest Man, Graham Farmelo)

So often do insights come from these non-mundane sources it is inevitable that some would
try to reach such states to steal insight through non-natural methods. And this is exactly what
folks do.

Thomas Crick, co-discoverer of the double Helix structure of DNA, tells the story of how his use
of LSD lead to this amazing discovery. He reveals to us that he would regularly take LSD and
that it helped him to understand the structure of DNA, and thus winning him the Nobel Prize.

Kary Mullis tells the BBC in their Psychedelic Scene documentary: “What if I had not taken LSD
ever, would I have still invented PCR? I don’t know. I doubt it. I seriously doubt it.” The
evidence is stacking. Hordes upon hordes of instances, such that we only need to show a few
to expose the truth. And yet like the walking dead they shamble around us. Hungry to be
heard.

Carl Sagan was often known to smoke cannabis which he claimed in Marihuana Reconsidered
“helped him intellectually.” Richard Feynman set up deprivation tanks and experimented with
pot to “explore human consciousness”. Edison fueled his life by Vin Mariani, a cocaine infused
wine that allowed him to sleep only 4 hours a night. Steve Jobs recounts his LSD experience as
the “single most important event of my life.” But enough about those who found their way
artificially. Far more interesting are the tales of natural experiences of this sort. Those that
touch us to believe there is another abstract Platonic realm.

As it happens accomplished Physicist and Mathematician Roger Penrose has spoken often of
“breaking through to the Platonic Realm.” Godel as well talked of experience with a realm
where he could perceive mathematical objects. Of course this theme is not new to mysticism.

Others tell of an almost sixth sense from which they receive revelation. Einstein would talk of
the "old one" and his religious feelings quite often. Both David Bohm and Brian Josephson,
another nobel prize winner, are known to meditate to gain mystical insights to guide their
creation of theory.

David Peat talks of his experiences

Quote

A remarkable feeling of intensity that seems to flood the whole world around us with meaning … we sense that we are
touching something universal and perhaps eternal so that the particular moment in time takes on a numinous character and
seems to expand in time without limit. We sense that all boundaries between ourselves and the outer world vanish, for
what we are experiencing lies beyond all categories and all attempts to be captured in logical thought

Okay, I can see you’ve had enough. But alas, there is so much more!

Here we must mention those ideas that sprang from decidedly mystical origins. A prime
example being Heliocentrism whose origins of course are from mystical traditions in both
Ancient Greek and Ancient Egypt. Aside from heliocentrism, Copernicus’s view that god can be
known through study of the universe is what put his famous work on the Church’s Restricted
Book List - it had nothing to do with some war between science and religion. Likewise,
Faraday’s passion was summed up by his statement: “unravelling the mysteries of nature was
to discover the manifestations of god.” Johannes Kepler saw God as a geometer and was
influenced strongly by numerology. Newton was a strong believer in astrology.

But what should we take of all this? As one should clearly see by now, even with our dainty
sampling of experience, mysticism is essential to the scientific process. So ingrained is the
non-mundane experience with the advance of science that we can never hope to untangle
these sources as outliers and restore a purely rational narrative of scientific advance.

What can we hope to gain from nurturing this behavior?

It is likely we will see faster advancement. Hopefully we will find ourselves also in a more
moral and civilized science. Through examination of more mutations, even if they come from a
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somewhat socially unpleasant grounding, we can only hope to see more angles of the
situation.
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Pagan Flat Earth Cosmography
« on: October 18, 2006, 08:46:13 AM »

The prevalent cosmographies of all ancient civilizations were Flat Earth cosmographies.  This
fact is attested to by learned men who have made exhaustive studies of them, both those who
revere the beliefs of the ancients such as Ananda K. Coomaraswamy and Rene Guenon -
http://www.fonsvitae.com/coomaraswamyseries.html
http://www.mrmlbooks.com/cgi-bin/bookware.cgi
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ananda_Coomaraswamy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ren%C3%A9_Gu%C3%A9non

and those who scoff at them like Andrew D. White -
http://www.infidels.org/library/historical/andrew_white/Andrew_White.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_Dickson_White

  Andrew Dickson White is evidently an outstanding representative of that class of men who
are ever learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.  Reguardless of the
late Professor White's personal opinions, certain sections of his book (referenced in the link
above) give specific references to vasts amounts of information reguarding descriptions of the
Flat Earth cosmographies of ancient civilizations throughout the world.

  Following is an analysis of pre-Christian Flat Earth cosmographies throughout the world
which does not in any way pretend to be comprehensive.  As the Hellenic philosophers finish
off the list, the unbiased observation of many may be noted that as far as non-Christian
philosophy is concerned, the well known Hellenic philosophers constituted the most meagre,
weakest, recycled "Johnny-come-latelies" among the more sophisticated philosophies and
religions of more ancient civilizations, and it is among these that globularist fallacies gained
significant ground for the first time which is not to say that it did not exist in older cicilizations
but only that such a false cosmography held a more inferior position.  In this and in many
ways, the revival of the debased philosophies of the Greeks and Romans since the
renaissance and the decline of ancient Christian ways have formed somewhat of a basis for
the spreading of falsehoods in the modern apostate world.  As Rene Guenon wrote, time is
cyclical, and errors and heresies that have always existed throughout a cycle albeit in a small
way gain undue prominence as disorder reigns before the close of a cycle at which point
restitution is accomplished as there is nothing covered which shall not be uncovered.
http://www.sophiaperennis.com/guenon_crisis.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Athena
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Brahmin Cosmography
« Reply #1 on: October 18, 2006, 08:51:30 AM »

Brahmin Cosmography

  The following link has some information concerning Brahmin flat Earth cosmography which
is definitely the philosophy of the Rig Veda as well as the 'Laws of Manu':

http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Ithaca/1335/Tech/brah_sc.html

  Vyasa is the compiler of the oldest vedic book, the Rig Veda.  He is the founder of
Brahminism and hindu civilization.  Brahminism (which is the same as vedism or hinduism)
originally held a flat Earth cosmography as can be discerned from its earliest books.  The flat
earth cosmography of early hinduism was not substantially different from that of other early
civilizations thoughout the world.  Early hindus believed that the Earth was a flat Circle of
Land surrounded by the Waters with the Mountain Meru located at its center.  This flat Earth
cosmography was held by virtually all hindus until well after the time of the Christ.  

The Deluge in Hindu Tradition

  In an article entitled 'The Deluge in Hindu Tradition,' Ananda Coomaraswamy wrote that the
Flood waters obtained to the level of the Moon.  This fact conforms with the belief of the
Ancients that the Cosmos is bounded by four Walls of Heaven located to the East, West, North,
and South.  The four Walls of Heaven held the Waters in as they extended upwards.  The
Hindu tradition that the Flood waters of Noe reached the level of the Moon does only tend to
confirm the belief of the Ancients that the Four Walls of Heaven extend upwards past the
Stars.

Four Maharajas

  According to 'The King of the World' by Rene Guenon, Hindu cosmology speaks of four
Maharajas which are great Kings located at the extremities of the four corners of the World.
 These immediately draw to mind the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse and the Four Angels
which control the Winds of the World from the four corners of the Earth spoken of in the Book
of the Apocalypse (Revelation) 7:1.  Guenon asserted that in Hindu esoterism these four
Maharajas are Kings over the four quarters of the Earth.  He also stated that a small
subterranean Kingdom is located at the centre of the world, and that the King of this
subterranean kingdom has authority over the Four Maharajas and the "King of the World."
 This tradition is common to Buddhism as well, and Guenon is hardly the only writer to
document this esoteric tradition.  Although Guenon vigorously objects to the notion, the fact
should be evident that this "King of the World" is the Devil.
http://www.sophiaperennis.com/guenon_kingofworld.html
http://www.sophiajournal.com/Vol1Num1/Article02.html

Hindu Globularism

  The Gupta empire which lasted from approximately AD 300 to AD 510 was time of hindu
revival and buddhist decline in India.  It is very significant that this period occurred after the
spherical Egyptian astronomer Claudius Ptolemy.  Ptolemy's sphericism unfortunately
influenced one of the most influential hindu astronomical treatise of the middle ages which
was written during this era:  the Surya Siddhanta.  The Surya Siddhanta holds to spherical
geocentrism.  This was certainly not the case with older hindus cosmology which was flat
earth oriented, and flat earthism continued to be a force in hinduism after the appearance of
the Srya Siddhanta, but the sphericism of the latter pagan greeks had made its appearance in
India by means of this book:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Surya_Siddhanta

So it was that medieval hindu cosmography had a sphericist element within it.  To their credit,
hindu astronomers did continue to hold to geocentrism long after most europeans had given
way to heliocentrism.

Jantar Mantars

  In particular, Maharaja Jai Singh II of Rajasthan in the early 1700's became a prominent
astronomer (perhaps the last of the great medieval hindu astronomers).  He recognized the
muslim Mogul empire had begun to decline with the deatrh of Aurangzeb, and he gained
military control of most of northern India and recognition by the emperor.  He then studied
and researched the astronomy of India and its methods in great detail.  He then researched
the astronomical doctrines and observation methods of other civilizations, many other
countries including those of the europeans as far away as the traditional Observatory of
Tycho Brahe in Denmark.  Jai Singh then built five Great Observatories in five different cities
in India.  He named them the Jantar Mantars.  These are possibly  the greatest of the
remaining observatories of the old astronomy ianywhere in the world.  The Jantar Mantar in
Jaipur, Rajasthan (Jai Singh's capitol city which he built himself in accordance with the
geometry of traditional hindu Architecture) is still fully functional.  The following is a website
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describing the Jantar Mantars:
http://www.jantarmantar.org/

A brief monograph on Jai Singh II:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jai_Singh_II

Resurrection Versus Reincarnation

  Of particular interest with respect to Jainism, Brahminism, and Buddhism compared with
some other pagan religions is the difference between the words cosmography and cosmology.
 Whereas cosmography strictly speaking signifies the study of the cosmos, cosmology is
broader in the sense that it also may include soteriology or the study of the salvation of souls,
and there is somewhat of a difference with reguards to this between certain religions.  Even
the ancient Egyptians (and Zoroastrians of Iran) were different from MODERN hindus in that
ancient Egyptians used burial and did not cremate.  The practice of cremation being linked to
the false theory of reincarnation, it would be of the utmost interest to know which is the
oldest practice.  As erudite Hindu writer Ananda Coomaraswamy shows, the doctrine of
reincarnation is modern in spirit and NOT a part of traditional Brahminism or Hinduism:
http://www.fonsvitae.com/bugbearliteracy.html

  An entire chapter in his book 'The Bugbear of Literacy' is dedicated to this subject which
begs the question if Hindus always cremated or was there a time when they did not.  Rene
Guenon has stated that Zoroastrianism, the pre-Islamic religion dominant in Iran has origins
racially and to some extent religiously involved with India rather than the Arab countries (the
muslim connection of Iran with the Arab world being only since AD 650).  Small Iranian
Zoroastrian communities (known as Parsis) which still exist today in such palces as BOMBAY<
Karachi and rural Iran maintain that reincarnation is definitely not traditional Zoroastrianism
and that reincarnation is false as it denies the resurrection.
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Buddhist Cosmography
« Reply #2 on: October 18, 2006, 08:53:14 AM »

Buddhist Cosmography

Without endorsing either Brahminism (which is Vedism or Hinduism) or Buddhism but merely
to state some truths concerning the relationships between these two demonic religions.  As
Buddhism is derived from Brahminism (in a very rough way like protestantism is to papism),
most aspects of these religions are compatible in some way.  This is demonstrated in several
learned books by Ananda Coomaraswamy which basically assert that those who delve the
deepest into these religions discover that they are essentially the same while often
exteriorally different:
http://www.mrmlbooks.com/cgi-bin/bookware.cgi
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ananda_Coomaraswamy

 One could accurately view Jainism, Brahminsim, and Buddhism as three different levels of
the same religion (although many Jains would characteristically likely find that untenable).
 Jainism is the most ascetic and least popular, especially in the modern world.  It does not
proselytize which explains why it never left India.  However, research which takes the ancient
records of both the Jains and the Brahmins at face value would (if honest) end up concluding
that Jainsim is the oldest of the three and that hinduism is derived from Jainism and not the
other way around.  If Jainism is separated from hinduism because it is too loose, then
Buddhism tends to the opposite extreme.  Buddhism is more lax than hinduism, does
proselytize and has spread to other countries, and tends to attract larger numbers of people
with doctrines like its "great truth of the Middle Way."

  Despite exterior differences in many aspects, the cosmography of the Brahminism and
Buddhism is often consistently the same.  (The more complex Jainist cosmology is something
to behold.)  Buddhism also believes in Mehru, the great Mountain in the receses of the North
around which the Sun revolves.  This fact is actually compatible with the flat Earth
cosmography of virtually all ancient religions (even the ancient Israelites as the Prophet Isaiah
speaks of the Mountain in the recesses of the North).  It is the modern World which rejects
the concept of Mehru.  Some western educated Hindus and Buddhists who accept modern
astronomy try to explain this away by equating Mehru with the axis of a globe and thereby
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dismiss or deemphasize precisely those very Sacred beliefs of their Ancient ones which
happen to be true.

  The swastika is a cosmological symbolcommon to Jainism, hinduism, and buddhism.  It has
four lines indicating the four directions, but also conveys the concept of revolution (i.e. of the
Sun, Moon, and Stars around a central Axis which is Mehru, the central point of the swastika).
 This is also consistent with the five elements of Earth, Air ,Water, Fire, and Ether being the
fifth and highest of the elements and most closely connected to the essence of all five and
symbolized by the centre point.  'Early Astronomy and Cosmology' by Menon has an
extraordinary amount of information concerning the cosmological significance of the swastika:
http://www.kessinger.net/searchresults_orderthebook.php?Title=7114

Influence of Buddhism Upon the Modern World

  Throughout the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, Russian Orthodox literature
warned of the growth of the occult and particularly neo-Buddhism which was especially
popular among many of the upper classes in Moscow.  One of the greatest of all the examples
of such neo-Buddhists was Georgi Ivanovich Gurdjeff.  This Armenian philosophe has the odd
distinction of having influenced both his fellow Caucasian Josef Djugashvili (Stalin) when he
was a seminary student in pre-revolutionary Georgia as well as the Thule Society and the
Bavarian Nazi Party by means of Hitler's Vice-Fuhrer Rudolf Hess.  The prevalence of anti-
Bolshevist sentiment immediately following World War I obviously played a part in the
frienship Gurdjeff developed with such students of his as Rudyard Kipling and Karl Haushofer
(Rudolf Hess's mentor and teacher):
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gurdjieff
http://www.sophiaperennis.com/perry_gurdjieff.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karl_Haushofer

Influence of Buddhism Upon the Ancient World

  A thesis largely ignored by the modern West is the influence of Buddhism upon late pagan
Hellenic society.  The influence of Buddhism upon China is evident and obvious.  The
influence of Buddhism upon the West is less obvious as it has taken different forms.  Hellenic
philosophy became very degraded particularly after Aristotle.  This was also precisely the
period which witnessed the rise of globularism (and other false doctrines) in the ancient
Hellenic world.  Two chief schools developed:

1) the Stoics founded by Zeno
2) the Epicureans after Epicurus

  The Stoics were nominally conservative and coressponded with the Jewish Pharisees.  The
Epicureans were notable for lack of belief in the miraclulous and corresponded with the
Jewish Sadducees.  in fact, it is likely that the respective Jewish orders took the lead in forming
the Gentile philosophic schools after themselves rather than the other way around with all
that would imply politically and otherwise.

  As far as Buddhism is concerned, after the time of Alexander the Great, trade and exchange
between Greeks and the East was greatly increased and many Hellenic philosophers travelled
East.  This fact combined with the fact that Buddhism was much stronger in the West prior to
the existence of Mohameddanism in Arab lands or the Gupta Dynastic revival in India (AD 300
to 500)(which saw Buddhism decline in India in favor of a newer hinduism, makes the case for
a large Buddhist causitive role in the rapid degeneration of late Hellenic paganism completely
tenable at a minimum.  This thesis has been advanced among others by mohammedan writer
Harun Yahya in his book 'Islam and Buddhism':
http://www.harunyahya.com/buddhism01.php

and early in the twentieth century in 'An Introduction to Hindu Doctrines' by Rene Guenon:
http://www.sophiaperennis.com/guenon_hindudoc_toc.html
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Jain Cosmology
« Reply #3 on: October 18, 2006, 08:56:21 AM »

Jain Cosmology

Two Monographs on Jainist Geography of the World
www.jainpushp.org/munishriji/jg-1.htm
www.fas.harvard.edu/~pluralsm/affiliates/jainism/workshop/Jain%20Geoghaph.PDF

  As will be seen from the corresponding post on hinduism (Brahmin Cosmography), an
element of western sphericism crept into hindu cosmological belief during the Gutpa Empire
era (AD 300 - AD 510)probably about the year of the Lord 400 with the publication of the
sphericist hindu book 'Surya Siddhanta.'  Jain cosmology, however, has been much more
consistent.  It has retained its flat Earth character from its foundation millenia ago even until
today.

  It is significant to point out a few characteristics of Jainism that distinguish it from hinduism.
 First, jainism is acknowledged by all as a much stricter religion than hinduism.  Most hindus
today allow certain substances like milk that come from animals as part of their
"vegetarianism."  Not only do Jains reject this, but they also reject certain vegetables like
onions and potatoes.  Jainism is not a proselytizing religion which is why it never left India.  Its
strictness is part of the reason so few people follow it.  It is in many ways the opposite of
buddhism and buddhism's doctrine of the middle way.  

  Many modern secular historians date jainism's origin from the sixth century BC and its
founder as Lord Mahavira who did live during the same time as Buddha, both from India.  As
buddhism was a protest against  hinduism and a movement in a liberal (atheistic) direction
(roughly like protestantism was to roman catholicism), jainism was a movement in the
opposite direction.  Actually, the jains and their records maintain that jainism is more ancient
than hinduism.  The sages of jainism are called tirthamkiras, and Mahavira was not the first
but rather the twenty-fourth and last of the tirthankiras.  The jains state that the first
tirthankira lived before Vyasa who is reguarded as the compiler of the rig-veda and the
founder of hinduism.  The only people I have found doubting the antiquity of jainism are
secular historians who rewrite history by saying it started around the same time as Buddha as
part of the protests against hinduism about 550 BC, or at the earliest they admit it started
around 800 BC, not the third millenium BC which jain historians maintain.  And also I have not
found any traditional hindus who dispute the antiquity of jainism, but only modern secular
historians who do not follow either religion.  As a matter of fact, Ashoka (the most powerful
emperor of India ever who converted to Buddhism and became its most prominent sponsor in
the middle of his reign) had a grandfather by the name of Chandragupta Maurya.
 Chandragupta Maurya was the King of India at the time of Alexander's invasion, but as his
capitol was in Patliputra (modern Patna), his kingdom never fell as it was beyond the furthest
march of Alexander's armies which only went so far as such areas like Punjab and Kashmir in
the northwest of India.  And King Chandragupta Maurya was a jain rather than a hindu, and
he was still king of all India (north and south) decades after Alexander's bones had gone to
rest in a crypt in Alexandria, Egypt.

  Incidentally, the jain records indicate that the first tirthankira, or founding sage of jainism,
was of immense size in that he was a giant much taller than average men.  Seeing that giants
do exist now as well as then and they were much more widespread in the third millenium BC
when the Bible as well as ancient records speak of them, there is know reason to doubt the
authenticity of this fact.  I myself am not a jain and view it as a cult.  It makes  perfect sense to
me that a false religion would trace its history back to the son of a fallen angel (which is what
a giant is, according to Genesis).

  As to jain cosmology, I will summarize it briefly:

  Jains believe the entire cosmos consists in the form of the 'cosmic man.'  The shape of the
cosmic man is that of three pyramids.  The bottom pyramid representing the region of the
legs is taller than the top two pyramids and sits on its base, and it has a flattened top.  The
middle pyramid also has a flattend top, but it is inverted so that its top rests on the top of the
bottom pyramid.  The top pyramid is right side up, and its base rests on the base of the
middle pyramid, and it also has a flattened top.  The top two pyramids represent the waist to
the head of the cosmic man with his elbows outward.  These three pyramids consists of
different levels within them called rajjus.  The upper rajjus are the heavens, and the lower
rajjus are the hells.  The flat earth in which people live is in the middle of the structure near
the waist of the cosmic man.  They believe the central continent is a flat circle surrounded by
an ocean.  Outside of this is a ring of land surrounded by another ocean which is surrounded
by another ring of land and another ocean.  They also believe that there are two suns and two
moons.  The flat circle of earth is a cosmological trait shared by all ancient civilizations.  Of
the greatest importance is the existence in the middle of this circle of a mountain of
tremendous height (it extends into the heavenly rajjus) named meru, which is also included in
the ancient cosmologies of all other countries from the norse to the chinese.  One of the
principle ancient books containing the jain cosmology is the 'Tattvarttha Sutra.'  I bought a
copy of this in hindi at the Digambara jain temple book store across the street from Red Fort
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in Delhi.  This has fold out maps of all these things, and explanations are provided in english
books explaining the jain geography and astronomy which are sold there also.  Another more
expensive but excellent book entitled 'Jain Cosmology' by Ravi Kumar is also available in more
upscale stores.  I was able to meet with the author of this book and we discussed cosmology
at the cafe of the India International Centre in Delhi.  

  The following link is a brief description of Kumar's book on Jain cosmology which he co-wrote
with the knowledgeable French professor Mrs. Collette Caillat:

http://www.artmediaresources.com/item.cfm/100069

  Besides the cosmic man or triple pyramid, another cosmological symbol very basic to jainism
(as well brahminism) is the swastika.  I will post some on-line descriptions of its cosmological
significance as I find them.  So far the best I have come across in books are descriptions of
this symbol by Rene Guenon.  The following is a Jain symbols page with hand and swastika
symbols on the cover.  These same two symbols are on the cover of my own hindi language
copy of the tattvartha sutra:

http://www.cs.colostate.edu/~malaiya/jainclip.html

  tattvartha sutra - I want to add concerning the tattvartha sutra that it is considered the best
one volume summary of Jainism in existence (this is the opinion of everyone from ancient
Jains to modern scholars).  I am certainly not endorsing the jain religion despite the fact i have
some agreement with elements of its scienmtific cosmology, but the only individual whorevied
the book described it as so mindblowing that it transformed him from an agnostic into a
religious with the reaing of this single book.  The following link is to an english translation of
the 'Tattvartha Sutra' which includes a description of the flat earth cosmos.  I will post a link to
an on-line edition as soon as I come across one:

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0761989935/103-1714954-7505420?v=glance&n=283155

  The following site is an encyclopedia concerning Jainism in general:

http://www.cs.colostate.edu/~malaiya/jainhlinks.html
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Polynesian Cosmography
« Reply #4 on: October 18, 2006, 09:20:09 AM »

Polynesian Cosmography

  The belief of Polynesians that the world is flat and that the Dome of Heaven rests upon
certain Pillars in the form of mountains is documented with reference in 'The History of the
Warfare Between Science and Theology in Christendom' by Andrew D. White:
http://www.infidels.org/library/historical/andrew_white/Andrew_White.html
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Taoist Cosmography
« Reply #5 on: October 19, 2006, 02:22:47 PM »

Taoist Cosmography
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Yin-Yang Cosmologists

  The robes of Chinese Emperors had a symbolic design.  Both Taoist and Confucian
philosophers explained that since they held their Emperor to be the representative of Heaven
on the Earth, his garments were rounded from head to waist as the Heavens are a dome, and
his garments were squared from his mid-section to the ground because the Earth is square.

Reference:  'The Empty Vessel - A Journal of Taoist Philosophy'
www.abodetao.com/mainsite/shop.cgi/SID=1166712117.18200/page=v_sub_backorder.html

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
China (Kathay) Located West of India

Alexandre the Great conquered China according to the 'Ethiopian Book of Alexandre' yet he
did not conquer Patliputra (Patna), the capitol of India under Chandragupta Maurya (the Jain
Emperor of India at the time of Alexandre's conquest).  This is because Patliputra is further
East than Xi'an as ancient World maps attest.  In fact, all maps prior to the sixteenth century
maps of renaissance Europe indicate that India is located East of China.

Chinese are descendents of Japhet.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Alexandre the Great in China

  Yeti exist in Tibet.  There is an Ethiopian history of Alexandre the Great which records that
he subdued all of Asia including China.  According to this book, his armies came to the gates
of Xi'an where he went in disguise as a messenger to the Chinese Emperor who acknowledged
Alexandre's military superiority and agreed to pay him tribute but refused to allow him to
keep a standing army in China as he said the Chinese would rather die fighting than be slaves
in their own country to which Alexandre agreed.  Ancient histories indicate that an
Alexandropoulis (city) exists in Tibet.  The Ethiopian Book of Alexandre has been reprinted by
AMS Press in New York.

Alexandre the Great in Tibet

  Saint Andrew the Fool for Christ (of Constantinople circa A.D. 1000) was revealed a prophecy
connected to Alexandre's visit to China.  He said that Alexandre's army encountered a race of
half men and half beasts in the mountains of Tibet in the depths of Asia.  Alexandre prayed to
God to help him in the warfare, and two distant mountains moved very close together with the
army of the monster race in between the mountains.  Alexandre then had his army contruct a
large wall and roof between the mountains which penned the monsters inside the large cave.
 Saint Andrew the Fool's prophecy says that during the time of the Apocalypse at the end of
the World, one of the plagues sent to the Earth will be that these monsters which Alexandre
penned up in Tibet will be released from that confinement and spread across the World
killing men by physically eating their hearts.  This information is contained in the life and
miracles of Saint Andrew the Fool for Christ's sake in Migne's Patrologiae Graece.  
http://www.fatheralexander.org/booklets/english/saints/andrew_foolish.htm
http://www.worldcatlibraries.org/wcpa/ow/f561520778fb95efa19afeb4da09e526.html
www.lorencoleman.com/bigfoot.html
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The Sibyls
« Reply #6 on: October 19, 2006, 02:23:43 PM »

Sibyl Prophetesses
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sibyl

The Sibylline Oracles
http://www.sacred-texts.com/cla/sib/sib00.htm

  The Sibyls were prophetesses of different lands and different times, but they all hail from
the ancient pre-Christian world.  These Holy Women were all virgins from widely differing
pagan civilizations who lived hermetic lives and whom God chose to prophesy truths as they
are acknowledged and honoured by the Church Fathers who hold them in the greatest
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esteem and respect and reguard them as wellsprings of the knowledge of God.  They are
outstanding examples of the knowledge of God among Gentiles from the pre-Christian world
(only one of them was Hebrew).  As with the Church Fathers, these Holy Women of God knew
no other cosmology than that consistent with Flat Earth cosmography.

 Logged

ttp://members.cox.net/orthodoxheritage/Concering%20the%20Antichrist
www.radioislam.net/protocols/index.htm
www.sainthermanpress.com/catalog/chapter_one/sad_book.htm
www.orthodox.net/articles/life-after-death-john-maximovitch.html

ORTHODOXY OR DEATH

?
 LordByron

 116



Hellenic Philosophers
« Reply #7 on: October 19, 2006, 02:28:52 PM »

Hellenic Philosophers

  The idea that most Greek pagan philosophers believed the world is globular in the days of
Aristotle or even as late as Claudius Ptolemy is a false hood.  This false idea is the result of
wishful thinking on the part of modern heliocentrists so eager to find their counterparts or
predecessors in the past that they overlook the truth in order to find them.  

  To begin with, the heliocentrism contemplated by Aristarchus was an obscurity.  It never
received any significant attention until writers like Nicolas of Cusa and his follower Nicolas
Copernicus promoted it well into the renaissance.  

  As far as the ancient pre-Christian Greek philosophers are concerned, the majority of them
held flat earth cosmological beliefs and perspective of the cosmos.  This is true of all pre-
Socratic Greek philosophers without exception (before 500 BC).
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Hesiod

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theogony
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hesiod
http://www.sacred-texts.com/cla/hesiod/theogony.htm

  Hesiod who lived in the ninth century BC wrote the "Theogony" which describes the classic
ancient Greek flat earth cosmography.  Hesiod's 'Theogony' also contains the old western
pagan doctrine of the four ages of world civilization which proceeds from initially glorious to
gradually lesser and inferior quality:  the golden age, the silver age, the bronze age, and the
iron age.  Interestingly, this doctrine corresponds with that of the Vedas which also describe
four ages known to Brahmins as the four yugas, the fourth of which is the kali yuga meaning
the dark age which corresponds with the ancient greek pagan concept of the iron age.
 According to the vedic books of ancient india and their doctrine of cyclical time, the kali yuga
or dark age is the age in which the world is currently passing through.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Homer

Homer lived at the same time as Hesiod around 850 BC according to the historian Herodotus.
 As can be discerned from various verses relating to cosmology in the 'Iliad' as well as the
'Odyssey' Homer also naturally believed the flat earth cosmogony which contemporary writers
like Hesiod wrote about in more detail.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Anaximander (610-546 B.C.)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anaximander

Credited by many with constructing the first map of the World, Anaximander's map depicted a
flat rather than a globular Earth.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Hecataeus of Miletus (550-476 B.C.)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hecataeus
www.livius.org/he-hg/hecataeus/hecataeus.htm

The Hellenic geographer and historian Hecataeus also produced a World map based upon
Anaximander's flat Earth geography.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Socrates, Plato, and Timaeus
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Plato and the men of his time knew that the Earth is flat as demonstrated by the writer
Ananda Coomaraswamy: 

  In the second appendix of 'The Guardians of the Sun Door' entitled 'The Rotation of the
Earth' (on page 146 of the Fons Vitae edition) author Ananda Coomaraswamy quotes several
translations of a verse from the 'Timaeus' of Plato which apparently describes the earth as
circular or globular.  Well versed in Greek, Coomaraswamy first states that "All these versions
reflect a doubt."  

  Coomaraswamy then stated "Plato could no more have thought of the Earth as a planet than
of the Sky as a planet;  the Earth is the floor, and the Sky the roof of the cosmic house.  The
orbits of the planets lie in the space between these limits."

  "Sky and Earth correspond to one another like the roof and floor of a house."

  "Sky and Earth are at once held apart and connected by an (invisible) pillar, whether of fire
or smoke or resonant or luminous or pneumatic, the Trunk of the Tree of Life, and only
pathway up and down these worlds;  this pillar extending from Nadir to Zenith penetrates the
naves of all the world-wheels and is the Axis."

  "At the foot of this axial pillar, with which the pillar of the sacrifice is also identified, at the
"navel of the Earth," burns the "central Fire," and at its summit the solar Eagle nests, and from
this eyrie he surveys all things in the worlds below him.  The Sun is not merely, however, the
capital of the pillar, but the sky-supporting pillar itself, and so the "single nave" on which all
turn.  These worlds are collectively his vehicle."

  "The Earth on which the whole is supported floats like a flower on the primordial Waters,
and is thought of as their consolidated foam.  It is from these Waters that the Sun rises in the
East, and to them that he returns from the West;  it is because he passes behind the Earth
from West to East at night that the Earth can be called the maker of day and night."

  "Like the Sun, the Earth is central because it is from the central axis that the quarters
radiate;  just as the capital of a kingdom is traditionally its centre, surrounded by four
provinces.  The planets other than the Sun are only "excentric" in that they are bodies
"wandering" on the peripheries of their orbits;  and by analogy, whoever on Earth lives far
away from its centre, whoever in any land does not sacrifice, whoever in his own person lives
"superficially" and not at the centre of his being, is likewise "excentric." 

  'The Guardians of the Sun Door' by Ananda Coomaraswamy is published by Fons Vitae:
http://www.fonsvitae.com/coomaraswamysundoor.html

  The on-line edition of 'Timaeus' by Plato which is actually Plato's record of a discussion
between Socrates and Timaeus concerning cosmology:
http://www.hermetic.com/texts/plato/timaeus.html

  As a warning to any who might wrongly think from reading the above the translation that
Plato actually believed the Earth to be rounded, the link above to the 1871 translation by
Benjamin Jowett is the very first translation Coomaraswamy cites as reflecting doubt:
"For eillomenen in Timaeus 40 B Jowett has "clinging round," with a footnote, "or 'circling'";
 Bury has "which is globed around";  and Cornford "as she winds round.""

  One should be wary of modern translations of ancient texts lest the translators have forced
modern ideas into the translation to which the original authors never subscribed.  The
English translations of 'Timaeus' are an outstanding example.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Aristotle

  As Plato was Aristotle's teacher, it follows that Aristotle likewise believed the Earth was flat,
especially as this fact was common knowledge at the time.  Shy of any forthcoming evidence
to the contrary, Aristotle's flat Earth belief is a forgone conclusion.  This is significant in light
of all the influence that Aristotle has had throughout history including but not limited to
Alexandre the Great and Hellenes of all generations since that time, Arab and Islamic
philosophy and science as well as late medieval Latin philosophy science.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Alexandre the Great

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Plutarch (Anno Domini 46-127)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plutarch

In AD 150, all Christians believed the Earth is flat and the novel idea that the Earth is a globe
was only popular with certain educated pagans like the Egyptian Claudius Ptolemy.  The Greek
pagan philosopher and historian Plutarch was Ptolemy's contemporary and senior.

  PLUTARCH DEMONSTRATED THAT CLAUDIUS PTOLEMY'S BELIEF THAT THE WORLD IS

http://www.fonsvitae.com/coomaraswamysundoor.html
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SPHERICAL WAS NOT BY ANY MEANS REPRESENTATIVE OF THE MAJORITY OF PAGAN SCHOLARS
OF HIS TIME.  

  In his essay 'On the Apparent Face in the Orb of the Moon' written partly in opposition to the
globularist doctrine of Claudius Ptolemy, Plutarch blatantly states that the Earth is flat and not
globular:
http://thriceholy.net/Texts/Moon.html
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Re: Pagan Flat Earth Cosmography
« Reply #8 on: November 29, 2007, 04:15:52 PM »

from where does the cold come from?
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Everything, is in EMBRYO, not in mathematics.  
Please look at the 1/4 moon when it's around at noon ; We cannot see anything between it and the sun.
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Re: Pagan Flat Earth Cosmography
« Reply #9 on: October 27, 2012, 08:45:25 PM »

Quote from: Raa on November 29, 2007, 04:15:52 PM

from where does the cold come from? 

To answer this question at long last... 

...according to both the 'Book of Courses of the Heavenly Luminaries' which is contained
within the 'Book of Enoch' and 'A Cosmological Tract' ascribed to the first century Christian
Dionysios the Areopagite, the "cold" ultimately issues from twelve storehouses of the winds
located along the four edges of the world.   The 'Book of Enoch' is common to both esoteric
Jewish and Christian tradition. 

'A Cosmological Tract'
By Dionysios the Areopagite 
(mentioned by name in the Book of Acts 17:34)
http://www.sacred-texts.com/journals/jras/1917-07.htm

'The Book of Enoch'
http://www.sacred-texts.com/bib/boe/
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Re: Pagan Flat Earth Cosmography
« Reply #10 on: October 27, 2012, 11:15:32 PM »

SUFISM

Sufism is perhaps the deepest and most intriguing aspect of Islam.  In many Sufi Tariqas
(religious orders), members are not required to be muslim.  Islamic texts expressly state that the
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« Last Edit: October 28, 2012, 01:20:14 AM by 17 November »

mystical Sufi orders have an historical continuity to an origin more ancient than Mohammed and the
Islamic religion itself.  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tariqah

Sufism's benign character is one of the reasons for the famed toleration of the Ottoman
empire which itself survived many centuries with harmonious Christian and muslim subjects
because the empire adopted the principles of Eastern Roman civilization as its own which
facilitated its survival until it abandoned those principles during the Tanzimat westernization
of the nineteenth century.  Sufism has a reputation for peace, intellectualism, and mysticism
that sharply differs with the shallow, fanatic branch of Islam known as Wahhabism of which
the Taliban and the Saudi dynasty are adepts.  

Several Sufi spiritual practices and customs have been inherited from Eastern Christian
traditions including specific kinds of prayer and clothing.  Another example is Zhikr, or Islamic
mystical music, especially when it is focused on the Name of God, which is derived from
Eastern Christian hesychast tradition - more specifically the Jesus prayer.  Zikr is more deeply
entrenched with Shiites than with Sunnis because it is often communal and cultural with
Shiites and not relegated to a merely private individual practice as with Sunnis. 

Eastern Christian Hesychasm and the Jesus Prayer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hesychasm 

Zikr
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dhikr
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« Last Edit: October 28, 2012, 01:22:31 AM by 17 November »

Re: Pagan Flat Earth Cosmography
« Reply #11 on: October 27, 2012, 11:17:36 PM »

ABANDONMENT OF CHRISTIAN TRADITION BY THE MEDIEVAL WEST

The early Christian patristic tradition of hesychasm was actually abandoned by medieval
europe because of the scholasticism associated with Thomas Acquinas.  In the cold spirit of
the agnosticism and deism of Kant and Voltaire that directly flowed from it, papist
scholasticism also viewed God as unknowable.  Scholasticism artificially separated intellectual
knowledge from the heart and placed pagan greek philosophy higher than spirituality or
traditional patristic Christian theology.  This is the origin of europe's degeneration into an
abnormal culture of aggressive individualism, thoughtlessness, and hypocrisy that contrasted
sharply with simpler but more genuine peoples of the world whom it exploited for centuries. 
Thus Sufi Islam inherited and preserved a significant degree of genuine original Christian
traditions that western europe neglected, forgot, and even physically attacked from the fourth
crusade onwards.  

In the colonial spirit of crusaders, the 14th century Italian heretic Barlaam of Calabria
represented europe's and scholasticism's aggressive attitude against traditional Christian
hesychasm which continued unbroken in the east in spite of europe's apostasy.  

Barlaam of Calabria
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barlaam_of_Seminara 

Gregory Palamas
http://orthodoxwiki.org/Gregory_Palamas
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Re: Pagan Flat Earth Cosmography
« Reply #12 on: October 27, 2012, 11:19:19 PM »

SUFI COSMOGRAPHY

In his 1929 book about sacred geography entitled 'The King of the World', Sufi writer Abdal
Wahid Yahya (Rene Guenon) cites the Sufi belief in an unapproachable mountain located in
the far northern ocean that serves as an axis around which the sun and stars revolve.
http://www.sophiaperennis.com/books/eschatology/the-king-of-the-world/
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THE FLAT EARTH

Newton’s Laws of Motion
Every object in a state of uniform motion tends to remain in that state of motion unless an external force is applied to

it.

The acceleration of an object as produced by a net force is directly proportional to the magnitude of the net force, in

the same direction as the net force, and inversely proportional to the mass of the object. F=ma

For every action there is an equal and opposite reaction.

Einstein’s Equivalence Principle
Einstein was fond of a form of inquiry known as thought experiments. In a thought experiment, a premise is assumed to
deduct from it the possible consequences. One of these thoughts experiments in particular involved a solitary passenger on
an elevator that is alone in the universe.

When the elevator starts accelerating upwards, a pull downwards is felt by the passenger. This is due to the passengers
inertia. Recall that a body at rest tends to stay at rest. Einstein hypothesised that since this pull, caused by the momentum of
the passenger fighting against his acceleration, is indistinguishable from gravitational influences, it is only logical to assume
that they are one and the same phenomenon. Comparatively, another pseudo-force like this arises from a rotating reference
frame, say if one is on a spinning carnival ride one would presumably feel a pull away from the center.

Consider the scenario of this elevator accelerating upwards at 9.81 m/s/s . If the passenger were to jump in the elevator while
it was accelerating upwards at 9.81 m/s/s (the rate at which we are pulled to the earth by gravitational forces) he would
observe the same effect as if he was jumping on the earth. An initial resistance would be felt; the ground, or elevator floor,
would recede away from him at 9.81m/s/s until he has traveled enough distance to expend the force given by jumping. Then
the elevator floor would rise up to meet him at 9.81m/s/s . This can be seen as an observational illusion: the elevator floor
can be seen to either be accelerating upwards at 9.81m/s/s or the passenger could be seen as falling towards the floor. To
the passenger - its indistinguishable! Einstein’s inductive leap here was the realization that perhaps the forces are
indistinguishable because they are. They both are accelerating frames of reference. The idea that gravitation is a pseudo-
force arising from a naive view (which is to say taking a non-inertial frame of reference as an inertial one or vice versa) is
known as the equivalence principle.

In short, gravitational pull then is shown as an observational illusion hinging on our naive view of our frame of reference being
inertial. Gravity is actually revealed as an inertial force (also known as a fictitious force).

A Flat Earth Theory
First let us construct a Wish List, so that we can be sure to be fair when we claim we’ve shown sufficient proof for our model.
A simple list of things we would like to say are true if we have indeed shown a model that says the earth is flat.

Our Flat Earth Theory Wishlist:
We would like it to be coherent with our previous interpretation or show it as an approximation

Results from a shift in our shift in the observational language, which is to say we are just “looking at it wrong” and this

can be disillusioned, much like the Einstein’s Equivalence principle or Galileo’s inertia.

Show the Earth is Flat Based on and coherent with known laws and facts

What do we mean when we say the Earth is flat?
Let us remove an obvious point of confusion and simply state that we talk about flat in a broad manner - we are not
discussing mountains or valleys here. In similar fashion, we are not making the ludicrous claim that the Earth is two
dimensional. What we do say is that it can be transversed via a straight line through space. We would also like to say that all
such traversals are straight or can be seen as straight. It can be said to satisfy this if it can be shown to be parallel to another
straight line in space along all such traversals.

The Ferrari Effect
Let us build first from the base of Newton.

Consider a theoretical object in a perfectly stable orbit around a theoretical planet in a traditional
round earth manner. Remember from Newtons laws of motion: an object in motion tends to stay in
motion and in the direction it is in motion. We can certainly say that the object in orbit that it feels no
experimentally verifiable difference in force or pseudo-force - which is equivalent to saying it is
experimentally not accelerating (and thus not changing direction or speed.) Remember, Einstein

http://theflatearthsociety.net/index.html


disillusioned our naive view of space based on the equivalence principle.

Our sight would lead us to believe this might be foolish, but if space is curved (and Relativity relies
on the assumption that it is) it would be silly to not question our visual representation of space since

by all accounts it appears as if our observational (and theoretical) language is ill equipped to deal with description of it.

We should assume that it is indeed travelling in a straight line as its experimental evidence points us to. The issue is with our
naive view of geometry and space. Likewise we take the view that it is indeed in motion and not still.

Let’s interpret the ramifications of the statement: an object in orbit travels in a straight (and thus flat), line through space
through further thought experiment. First, we can define our field of interest in that taking all such theoretical orbits of our
planet and realize them rightly as flat, thus defining the bounding space of interest also to be flat. It follows, given any orbit of
this planet to be flat, the planet itself is flat since it satisfies our definition of flatness.

Let us again venture into thought experiment: eject some pods towards the earth from one such of our imaginary satellites at
regular intervals along our orbit such that they are in free fall. Again, we can assume these are straight lines extending below
to a translatable location on the surface of the earth, its geolocation. We can say these lines are normal to the trajectory of
the satellite and they are normal to the ground, thus making the lines parallel. Since the orbit is straight, and the orbit relates
directly to the geographical locations it is above, we have come a long way to show the planet is also flat.

 

Now let us consider what acceleration means. Acceleration by its nature means either a change in speed or direction, which is
to say a change in velocity. So when we look at the parabola formed by a ball in motion we can recognize that it is for the
most part accelerating - it changes both direction and speed. Now, let us examine the path if we remove the influence of
gravity from our model as well as unbound the start and end points to allow it to move freely.

If gravity was not forcing the object downwards, it would then be travelling a straight path, parallel perhaps to our imaginary
satellite and in this case tangent to the apex of our balls climb.

We can see by comparison between a theoretical object in orbit and our ball at the apex of its climb that if not affected by
gravity it would travel a straight line. By repeating this experiment again and again with lower apexes of our ball, various
orientations, and so on we see the earth itself, not just the paths of satellites, is flat.

The effect of viewing the earth and it appearing round is known as the Ferrari Effect, based off of former Canadian Flat Earth
Society President Leo Ferrari who first predicted this. This describes that effect.

Any honest judge will begrudgingly have to admit that I have shown that the flat earth theory directly follows from our laws of
motion and coherence with relativity. Even worse is the realization that we would have been lead to relativity sooner if not for
our strict faith-like belief in a round earth.

J Davis, American Flat Earth Society President
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Revised FAQ.
« on: November 07, 2008, 08:56:21 AM »

Quote from: markjo on October 16, 2008, 03:39:03 PM

Hence, making the FAQ that much more in need of being updated.

I recently spent some time trying to update the FAQ to make sure it is still representative of FE
theory. However, I want to make sure I did not miss anything, namely alternative answers to
questions. If you guys have any suggestions, please tell me so I can revise it. I included some
of my own pictures and some from other people. If these pictures are inaccurate, it would be
best to know. Thanks a ton.

-Derek

The FAQ template I have so far is shown below the white line.
. . _ _ _ ___________________________________________________________________ _ _ _ . .

Welcome to the Flat Earth Society!

Thanks for taking the time to go through this FAQ.  It was created in light of the realization
that for someone with a "round-Earth" (RE) background, the FE theory would appear at first
glance to have some glaring holes.

This FAQ is subject to change, as discussions raise inconsistencies. It will be updated as
necessary.

Disclaimer

The opinions and beliefs expressed in any posts do not necessarily reflect the beliefs of The
Flat Earth Society Forums.
The Flat Earth Society Forums' goal is to promote the free discussion of The Flat Earth Theory
as well as the free discussion of and debate of any topic of interest to our members that do
not contradict Forum Rules.
The views of any individual or organization (including that of the old Flat Earth Society run by
Charles K Johnson) are not necessarily shared in whole or in part by The Flat Earth Society
Forums. The only person qualified to give the official position of the Forums (if required) is
Daniel.
Also please remember that views of the Forum are not necessarily shared by the Forum Staff
who come from both sides of The Flat/Sphere Debate and whose sole unifying purpose is to
promote a smooth running forum so as to encourage the victory of truth thought free
discussion and argument.
In addition, please note that the FAQ should be considered a starting point.  It addresses
many questions those new to FET have about the theory but in no way represents a
comprehensive, all-encompassing view of the theory.  It should also be noted that not all
points in the FAQ are necessarily agreed on by all FE proponents.

Important Links

If you have any questions about, or see anything wrong with the answers in this list you
can talk about it here.
For the original work by the man who created the Flat Earth Society over a hundred and
fifty years ago, please see Samuel Rowbotham's Earth: Not a Globe.

THE FLAT EARTH SOCIETY 

https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?topic=24751.0#
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&action=help
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&action=login
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&action=signup
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&#c2
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&board=2.0
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&topic=24751.0
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&topic=24751.0;prev_next=prev#new
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&topic=24751.0;prev_next=next#new
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&action=printpage;topic=24751.0
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&topic=24751.30
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&action=profile;u=9120
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&action=profile;u=9120
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&action=profile;u=9120
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&topic=24751.msg540589#msg540589
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&topic=24151.msg520667#msg520667
http://theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?topic=1137.100
http://www.sacred-texts.com/earth/za/index.htm
http://theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?topic=17760.msg309155#msg309155


Additional Flat-Earth sites is available here.

Terminology

FE (theory/model): Flat Earth (theory/model), a theory which states that the Earth is flat.
FE'er: Flat Earther, someone who believes in the FE theory.

UA: Universal Accelerator, the source of Earth's constant acceleration. 

RE (theory/model): Round Earth (theory/model), a theory which states that the Earth is round.
RE'er: Round Earther, someone who believe the RE theory.

Frequently Asked Questions
-General-

Q: "Is this site for real?"

A: This site is real. There are people who seriously believe the Earth is flat. However, there are
also people on this site who do not.

Q: "Why do you guys believe the Earth is flat?"

A:  It appears to take a flat shape, ignoring obvious hills and valleys of course.  Also, Samuel
Rowbotham et al. performed a variety of experiments over a period of several years that
demonstrate the lack of curvature over long distances.  They are all explained in his book,
which is linked above.

-Authorities-

Q: "Why do the all the world Governments say the Earth is round?"

A: There exists a conspiracy among world Governments claiming to have space programs and
has disseminated the lie to the other governments of the world, as well as to the media and
the general public.

Q: "What is the motive behind this conspiracy?" 

A: Although it is unknown, the most favored theory is financial gain.

Q: "If you're not sure about the motive, why do you say there is a conspiracy?"

A: Quite simply, if the earth is in fact flat, then the governments must be lying when they say
it round.

Q: "What about NASA? Don't they have photos to prove that the Earth is round?"

A: NASA is part of the conspiracy too. The photos are fabricated for our benefit.

Q: "Why has no-one taken a photo of the Earth that proves it is flat?"

A1: The government prevents people from getting close enough to the ice wall to take a
picture.
A2: Due to the false knowledge of civilians and explorers, finding the rim of the planet is
extremely difficult and counter intuitive.
A3: If the earth is an infinite plane, no picture from ground level or otherwise could capture
the flatness of the Earth.

Q: "How did NASA create these images with the computer technology available at the time?"

A: Computer technology was available at the time and was held secret from the public. Also,
additional funds for technological improvement were accessible through funding intended for
space specific aeronautical technology.

    PLEASE NOTE - This means that pictures confirming the roundness or flatness of the Earth
DO NOT IN THEMSELVES CONSTITUTE VALID PROOF

Q: "How could the government pull off the conspiracy successfully?"

A: Restricting the knowledge to key members and minimizing those involved.

Q: "How are the world governments organized enough to carry out this conspiracy?"

A1: They only appear to be disorganized to make the conspiracy seem implausible.
A2: Only a few governments (USA, former USSR, certain European countries) need to be
involved. The rest readily accept the false claims.

http://www.sacred-texts.com/earth/za/index.htm
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Q: Why hasn't this site been shut down by the government?

A: Doing so would prove that the government is hiding something.

Q: How could the government possibly guard the entire ice wall?

A: You could do it with a few hundred and some basic equipment.

The Flat Earth Model

FIG. 1

Q: "What is the circumference and diameter of the Earth?"

A: Circumference: 78225 miles, Diameter: 24,900 miles

Q: "What about the stars, sun and moon and other planets? Are they flat too? What are they
made of?"

A: The sun and moon, each 32 miles in diameter, circle Earth at a height of 3000 miles at its
equator, located midway between the North Pole and the ice wall. A dense and unique
gravitational field warps the path of the light rays creating a lower perceived sun or moon 
from greater distances. This continues until the light intersects the Earth appearing to set.
Their apparent rising and setting are caused by the interruption of the horizon.

FIG. 2

Q: "Please explain sunrises/sunsets."

A: As the warped light intersects with the earth, a spectator further away is too low to see the
light rays that didn't hit the ground and cannot receive light through the Earth.

Q: "Why are other celestial bodies round but not the Earth?"

A: The Earth is not one of the other planets.  The Earth is special and unlike the other bodies
in numerous ways.

Q: "What about satellites? How do they orbit the Earth?"

A: Since sustained spaceflight is not possible, satellites can't orbit the Earth.  The signals we
supposedly receive from them are either broadcast from towers or any number of possible
pseudolites. These are designed to transmit signals and perform the basic tasks of satellites
but function differently.

Q: "What's underneath the Earth?" aka "What's on the bottom?" aka "What's on the other
side?"

A: This is unknown. Most believe it to be just rocks.

Q: "What about gravity?"

http://theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?topic=2620.msg22714#msg22714


A: The Earth is accelerating upwards at 1g (9.8m/s^2) along with every star, sun and moon in
the universe. This produces the same effect as gravity. Einstein proved this.

Q: "Doesn't this mean we'd be traveling faster than the speed of light, which is impossible?"

A: The equations of Special Relativity prevent an object from accelerating to the speed of
light.  Due to this restriction, these equations prove that an object can accelerate at a constant
rate forever, and never reach the speed of light.  See in depth explanation.

Q: "If the world was really flat, what would happen if you jump off the disc's edge?"

A: You would enter an inertial reference frame, moving at a constant velocity in the direction
the Earth was moving before you jumped. The Earth would continue accelerating upwards
past you at a rate of 1g, so it would appear to you that you were falling into space.

Q: "If the Earth was indeed a flat disc, wouldn't the whole planet crunch up into itself and
eventually transform into a ball?"

A1: If the Earth generated a gravitational field, yes, it would eventually happen, after a billion
years maybe. FE assumes that the Earth does not generate a gravitational field.  What we
know as 'gravity' is provided by the acceleration of the earth.

A2: There is a counter-mass which pulls the Earth back into a disc shape.

Q: "Why does gravity vary with altitude?"

A: The moon and stars have a slight gravitational pull.

Q:  Follow-up to previous question:  How is it that the Earth does not have a gravitational pull,
but stars and the moon do?

A:  This argument is a non sequitur.  The cause of gravitation is unknown and RE propaganda
would have you believe all masses have the same properties.

-Geography-

Q: Do you have a map?

A: See this one, created by one of our members.  There is also this map attributed to a person
named Wilbur Voliva.

Q: Exactly what shape is the Earth if it's flat? Square or circle?

A: Circle, like in the UN logo, however, the earth is NOT 2D, it is in the shape of a cylinder.

Q: "When traveling in a straight direction, you will always reach the same point on the globe
from where you started. How can this happen if the world is flat?"

A: You need to have evidence for this to be true. Also, define "straight." Remember, the
northern point on the compass is, under most circumstances (unless near the centre or deep
in the ice wall), pointing toward the centre of the Earth. Therefore, if you follow your compass
due east or due west, ending up at the same point you started from, you've just gone around
the world in a circle.

Q: "Why doesn't water run off the Earth?"

A: There is a vast ice wall that keeps the water where it is. The ice wall is roughly 150ft high.
This also explains why you can find a vast plane of ice when you travel south.

Antarctica as a continent does not exist. Is exists as a rim surrounding the Earth.

Q: "How does global warming affect the ice wall?"

A1: The ice wall is likely a mountain range. The distance of the sun's radiation just allows it to
be covered in deep ice and snow.

A2: Global Warming would better be described by cyclical climate change. It and its counter-
theory (Global Cooling) are effects that cancel each other out. Remember, these "greenhouse
gasses" can reflect heat back out into space as well as keep it on Earth. Yes, there are
recorded rises in temperature, but the only records we have go back, at most, around 150
years. This is very likely an occurrence that happens every [x>150] years, that's happened
before (perhaps many times), and that the Earth has thus survived before.

http://theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?topic=19384.0
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Q: "What about tides?"

A1: The tides exist due to a slight see-saw effect on the earth. As it goes back and forth, the
water rushes to the side that is lower. Note, this is a very slight wobble. Remember, these
wobbles are created by very minor earthquakes. They keep the tides in check. Notice that
large earthquakes result in large tides or "tsunami".
A2: The antimoon, is an object with a gravitational pull just like the moon, and is underneath
the Earth. If it was above the Earth, it would be directly across the diameter of the moon path
following the same motion as the moon. These create predictable tides.

Q : "Why is the North pole colder than the equator?"

A: The sun circles over the equator, thus the north pole and south rim don't receive the same
intensity of light.

Q: "How do volcanic eruptions happen?"

A: The Earth is thick enough to have a core of molten lava. Once there's too much of it in too
confined a space, it finds its way out, just like the water will come out of a full bottle if you
squeeze it too hard.

Q. "How does our iron core produce the magnetic field ?"

A. Both churning spinning molten iron cores work the same way to generate the field. The
shape of the field matches based on latitude in both models.

Q: "How can a compass work on a Flat Earth?"

A: The magnetic south pole is near the geographic north pole, just like on the RE.  The
magnetic north pole is on the underside of the Earth.  The Ice Wall is not the south pole, but
acts as it, as it is the furthest from the center of the earth that you can follow the magnetic
field.  The field is vertical in this area, accounting for the aurora australis.

FIG. 3

Q: "What about time zones?"

A: Time zones are mapped around the Earth to match the observed rising and setting times
for any region. They are a man made interpretation of time that simply fits the map provided.
The same applies to day light savings.

Q: "What about Lunar Eclipses?"

A. The moon gets its light from the sun and reflects it. When the sun is nearing furthest away
from the moon, the light that normally extends down and up like a parabola, is interrupted by
Earth. Distances approaching this limit, would yield the effects of lunar phases.

Q: "How come the travel time by air from South America to New Zealand, via the polar route, is
SHORTER than the travel time going North first and then South again?"

A: The airline pilots are guided by their GPS. Remember that satellites don't exist. The
replacement data given from pseudolites deliberately throwing distorting all the paths to
make it the flights take different times. The curvature of these paths can add or subtract great
distances without the overall turning being obvious to someone traveling it.

Q: "How come when I flush my toilet in the northern hemisphere it goes counterclockwise but
I have this friend in Australia and when he flushes it goes clockwise?"

A: You're mistaken.  On a round Earth, the Coriolis effect adds at most one (counter)clockwise
rotation per day; fewer as you get closer to the equator.  The water in your
toilet/sink/bathtub/funnel spins much faster than that (probably at least once per minute, or
1440 times per day) so the additional/lost rotation from the Coriolis effect wouldn't be noticed.

Q: "How do seasons work?"

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coriolis_effect#Draining_in_bathtubs_and_toilets


« Last Edit: December 15, 2008, 02:44:48 PM by ingulaЯiτy »

A: The radius of the sun's orbit around the Earth's axis symmetry varies throughout the year,
being smallest when summer is in the northern annulus and largest when it is summer in the
southern annulus. The image is by thedigitalnomad.

FIG. 4

Relgion

Q: "Are most or all FE's Biblical literalists, who feel like their religious belief system would be
threatened by a round (i.e. spherical) earth, or are there any atheists/agnostics who are FE's
as well?"

A: Very few if any FE'ers are biblical literalists. Although it is true, the FE theory was originally
a religious belief, the majority of FE'ers used analytic thinking and the zetetic method to
discover the true shape of the Earth without Round Earth bias.

________________________________________________

~Credit for the FAQ~

Credit for the FAQ goes to Erasmus who did a vast majority of the work.
A special thanks goes to Daniel, TheEngineer, Dogplatter, and ingulaЯiτy for their continuing
revisions to keep the FAQ updated and organized.
And a special thanks goes to everyone who donated images, their own time, or theories to be
incorporated.
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If I was asked to imagine a perfect deity, I would never invent one that suffers from a multiple personality disorder.
Christians get points for originality there. 

 Marcus Aurelius
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Re: Revised FAQ.
« Reply #1 on: November 07, 2008, 09:23:05 AM »

Maybe we could also add a section discussing Dark Energy in FE.  It is used to describe many
of the things we would see on an FE.  I have a topic where I am trying to uncover all the
theories of DE.

http://theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?topic=24563.0
 Logged

Quote from: Space Cowgirl on August 04, 2011, 03:38:54 PM

Penis tastes like skin.

Quote from: Space Cowgirl on May 09, 2010, 04:07:04 PM

Especially Marcus. He has a smart brain. 
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« Last Edit: November 07, 2008, 07:37:39 PM by ingulaЯiτy »

Re: Revised FAQ.
« Reply #2 on: November 07, 2008, 10:48:08 AM »

Awesome. I can't believe I completely left out the UA, even though I added it to terminology.   

. . _ _ _ ___________________________________________________________________ _ _ _ . .
Terminology

DE: Dark Energy, the large negative pressure required by GR to explain the expanding
universe model.
GR: General Relativity, Einstein's most famous theory relating all physics known on a macro
level. As of now, it seems incompatible with QM.
QM: Quantum Mechanics, a branch of physics that attempts to explain erratic particle
physics. As of now, it seems incompatible with GR.

Questions (to be incorporated under the questions of gravity)

Q: "Why are the Earth, Moon, and Stars accelerating?"

A: There exists a Universal Accelerator which applies a constant force and thus constant
acceleration to the terrestrial and heavenly objects.

Q: "How does the UA function?"

A1: The mechanism is currently unknown. The same is true of gravitation.
A2: The universe is expanding more and more rapidly. To explain this acceleration, general
relativity requires that much of the energy in the universe consists of a component with large
negative pressure, referred to as dark energy. This is thought to be the primary cause of the
Earth's acceleration.

Q: "Why aren't we effected by the UA?"

A: "The UA's influence on the Earth creates a bow shock closing around it like an envelope in
which matter inside is unaffected. However, the Earth beneath them is affected and the FE
accelerates into them creating the illusion of gravity."

FIG. X

 Logged

If I was asked to imagine a perfect deity, I would never invent one that suffers from a multiple personality disorder.
Christians get points for originality there. 

*

 Euclid

Re: Revised FAQ.
« Reply #3 on: November 07, 2008, 01:49:28 PM »

Quote

There exists a Universal Accelerator which applies a growing force and thus constant acceleration to the terrestrial and
heavenly objects.
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Why does it apply a growing force?
 Logged

Quote from: Roundy the Truthinessist

Yes, thanks to the tireless efforts of Euclid and a few other mathematically-inclined members, electromagnetic acceleration is
fast moving into the forefront of FE research.
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« Last Edit: November 07, 2008, 07:39:47 PM by ingulaЯiτy »

Re: Revised FAQ.
« Reply #4 on: November 07, 2008, 07:36:17 PM »

Quote from: Euclid on November 07, 2008, 01:49:28 PM

Why does it apply a growing force?

You've got me. I have no idea what I was thinking.
...fixed, and thanks for the heads up.

 Logged

If I was asked to imagine a perfect deity, I would never invent one that suffers from a multiple personality disorder.
Christians get points for originality there. 
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« Last Edit: November 11, 2008, 06:08:50 AM by markjo »

Re: Revised FAQ.
« Reply #5 on: November 11, 2008, 06:05:06 AM »

Quote from: کingulaЯiτy on November 07, 2008, 10:48:08 AM

Q: "Why aren't we effected by the UA?"

A: "The UA's influence on the Earth creates a bow shock closing around it like an envelope in which matter inside is
unaffected. However, the Earth beneath them is affected and the FE accelerates into them creating the illusion of gravity."

FIG. X

Personally, I would change the bow shock reference to another term.  Perhaps Dark Energy
Field (or Shield) or something like that.  The term bow shock suggests that the FE is traveling
faster than whatever medium it's in and that whole idea causes more problems than it solves.

You may also want to mention that the DEF is an alternative hypothesis for FE models that do
not have a greater ice wall as they more or less serve the same function.

 Logged

Science is what happens when preconception meets verification.
Quote from: Robosteve

Besides, perhaps FET is a conspiracy too.

Quote from: bullhorn

It is just the way it is, you understanding it doesn't concern me. 
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Re: Revised FAQ.
« Reply #6 on: November 11, 2008, 04:49:45 PM »

Thank god.
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Re: Revised FAQ.
« Reply #7 on: November 11, 2008, 06:00:48 PM »

Wait, have we tried using the FAQ from NFES?
 Logged
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Re: Revised FAQ.
« Reply #8 on: November 11, 2008, 07:40:21 PM »

Quote from: markjo on November 11, 2008, 06:05:06 AM

You may also want to mention that the DEF is an alternative hypothesis for FE models that do not have a greater ice wall as
they more or less serve the same function.

Wait, I'm confused. I thought the 'bow shock' or whatever was the reason heavenly bodies
accelerate upwards as well. What does the ice wall have to do with it?
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If I was asked to imagine a perfect deity, I would never invent one that suffers from a multiple personality disorder.
Christians get points for originality there. 
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Re: Revised FAQ.
« Reply #9 on: November 12, 2008, 05:29:55 AM »

Quote from: کingulaЯiτy on November 11, 2008, 07:40:21 PM

Quote from: markjo on November 11, 2008, 06:05:06 AM

You may also want to mention that the DEF is an alternative hypothesis for FE models that do not have a greater ice
wall as they more or less serve the same function.

Wait, I'm confused. I thought the 'bow shock' or whatever was the reason heavenly bodies accelerate upwards as well. What
does the ice wall have to do with it?

No.  According to Jack, the heavenly bodies are directly accelerated by the UA.  The DEF bow
shock is what neutralizes the UA's effect on the atmoplane and things on the surface of the FE
so that they don't go flying off into space.  Or something like that.  There have been a few
discussions where Jack tries to explain it better, but I'm too lazy to search for them right now.
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« Last Edit: November 12, 2008, 05:36:53 AM by markjo »

Edit:  OK, so I found this thread where Ragnarr is trying to collect all of the known (or
suspected) properties of DE and the DEF.
http://theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?topic=24563.0

 Logged

Science is what happens when preconception meets verification.
Quote from: Robosteve

Besides, perhaps FET is a conspiracy too.

Quote from: bullhorn

It is just the way it is, you understanding it doesn't concern me. 

?
 nicolaskl

 22



Re: Revised FAQ.
« Reply #10 on: November 12, 2008, 11:10:07 AM »

You can't just ignore the coriolis effect because it isn't what causes toilets to swirl. 
 Logged

 markjo

Content Nazi

The Elder Ones

 30401

Official wet
blanket.



Re: Revised FAQ.
« Reply #11 on: November 12, 2008, 12:01:23 PM »

FYI, the link to the Heinrich Scherer FE map is not working.
 Logged

Science is what happens when preconception meets verification.
Quote from: Robosteve

Besides, perhaps FET is a conspiracy too.

Quote from: bullhorn

It is just the way it is, you understanding it doesn't concern me. 

 کingulaЯiτy

Quaternion
Arbitrator

Planar Moderator

 9071

Resident atheist.



Re: Revised FAQ.
« Reply #12 on: November 12, 2008, 06:45:22 PM »

Quote from: markjo on November 12, 2008, 05:29:55 AM

No.  According to Jack, the heavenly bodies are directly accelerated by the UA.  The DEF bow shock is what neutralizes the
UA's effect on the atmoplane and things on the surface of the FE so that they don't go flying off into space.  Or something like
that.  There have been a few discussions where Jack tries to explain it better, but I'm too lazy to search for them right now.

What I meant to say was that the bow shock closes in an envelope shielding objects from the
UA, but it closes beneath the planets. Therefore, the Earth and Planets are accelerated as well
as other planets.

Quote from: markjo on November 12, 2008, 12:01:23 PM

FYI, the link to the Heinrich Scherer FE map is not working.

I decided to delete it, but that's the same link as the original FAQ.  

Quote from: nicolaskl on November 12, 2008, 11:10:07 AM

You can't just ignore the coriolis effect because it isn't what causes toilets to swirl.  
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Your proposing what question/answer in the FAQ?
I'm considering mentioning hurricanes that have a tendency to originate from certain
latitudes and a tendency to rotate in the same direction. The answer being: "Assuming the
coriolis effect is responsible for the direction of rotation for hurricanes is a correlation equals
causation fallacy". Or something to that effect.

 Logged

If I was asked to imagine a perfect deity, I would never invent one that suffers from a multiple personality disorder.
Christians get points for originality there. 

?
 nicolaskl

 22



« Last Edit: November 12, 2008, 09:50:32 PM by nicolaskl »

Re: Revised FAQ.
« Reply #13 on: November 12, 2008, 09:35:13 PM »

The science, observations predicted by calculations, etc, imply causation.  Your argument is
pretty weak.

If someone is saying "A happens along with B therefore A causes B" then there may be merit
in using your argument.  But the argument here is more like "A happens along with B, and
along with C, and along with D, and E, and F, for the reasons of G, H, and I, proven by
measurements by instruments/calculations/etc, J, K and L, therefore A causes B."

Bit different.
 Logged

 کingulaЯiτy

Quaternion
Arbitrator

Planar Moderator

 9071

Resident atheist.



Re: Revised FAQ.
« Reply #14 on: November 13, 2008, 07:07:58 AM »

1. I am an RE'er trying to improve the FE FAQ.
2. I have yet to see absolute proof of anything for RE, or FE.
3. This is not the debate section.  

 Logged

If I was asked to imagine a perfect deity, I would never invent one that suffers from a multiple personality disorder.
Christians get points for originality there. 

?
 Secret User

Flat Earth Believer

 4233



Re: Revised FAQ.
« Reply #15 on: November 17, 2008, 08:00:53 PM »

Quote from: Saddam Hussein on November 11, 2008, 06:00:48 PM

Wait, have we tried using the FAQ from NFES?

Personally I like that one the best.
 Logged

Quote from: cmdshft on January 25, 2010, 01:36:21 PM

I vote for SecretUser as supreme overlord of google.

condemnant quod non intellegunt
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 markjo

Content Nazi

The Elder Ones

 30401

Official wet
blanket.



Re: Revised FAQ.
« Reply #16 on: November 17, 2008, 08:09:12 PM »

The sad thing is that FE'ers have acknowledged that the FAQ needs updating and there have
even been several proposed updated FAQs posted.  And yet the "official" FAQ remains
unchanged.   

 Logged

Science is what happens when preconception meets verification.
Quote from: Robosteve

Besides, perhaps FET is a conspiracy too.

Quote from: bullhorn

It is just the way it is, you understanding it doesn't concern me. 

 کingulaЯiτy

Quaternion
Arbitrator

Planar Moderator

 9071

Resident atheist.



Re: Revised FAQ.
« Reply #17 on: November 25, 2008, 02:44:18 PM »

Daniel is bound to check the site sometime, right?  
 Logged

If I was asked to imagine a perfect deity, I would never invent one that suffers from a multiple personality disorder.
Christians get points for originality there. 

 Parsifal

Official Member

 36220

Bendy Light
specialist

 

« Last Edit: November 26, 2008, 03:37:22 AM by Robosteve »

Re: Revised FAQ.
« Reply #18 on: November 26, 2008, 03:35:47 AM »

Quote from: کingulaЯiτy on November 25, 2008, 02:44:18 PM

Daniel is bound to check the site sometime, right?  

He was here just over twelve hours ago. He made a couple of posts in the moderators' section.

I might update the FAQ sometimes. I'm too tired to think straight now, so any action I take now
would likely not be a good one.

 Logged

Quote from: Ævan on August 11, 2013, 01:18:20 PM

I'm going to side with the white supremacists.

 Saddam Hussein

Official Member

 35330

Former President

Re: Revised FAQ.
« Reply #19 on: November 26, 2008, 09:25:45 AM »

There are plenty of user-based editings. You wouldn't have to do a lot of thinking.
 Logged

Rhubarb

https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&action=profile;u=13552
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&action=profile;u=13552
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&action=profile;u=13552
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&topic=24751.msg547285#msg547285
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&action=profile;u=9120
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&action=profile;u=9120
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&action=profile;u=9120
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&topic=24751.msg552598#msg552598
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&action=profile;u=14414
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&action=profile;u=14414
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&action=profile;u=14414
http://www.steven-mcdonald.id.au/
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&topic=24751.msg553107#msg553107
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&topic=24751.msg552598#msg552598
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&topic=59530.msg1525411#msg1525411
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&action=profile;u=10465
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&action=profile;u=10465
https://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=of181mee6i0fnfjgop5boa7164&topic=24751.msg553197#msg553197
http://www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php/topic,52898.0.html


of Iraq



*

 Perfect Circle

 734

You are a pirate!



Re: Revised FAQ.
« Reply #20 on: November 26, 2008, 03:42:15 PM »

http://theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?topic=25081.msg553368#msg553368
^--based on this data, the horizon effect could not be explained using the transparency of the
atmosphere, so can someone come up with a real answer for the FAQ?

 Logged

Quote from: Tom Bishop on December 30, 2008, 04:09:59 PM

Like the sun, the stars are also expanding and contracting their diameter as they spin around the hub every six months.

 monkeybradders

 2348



« Last Edit: November 27, 2008, 05:31:12 AM by monkeybradders »

Re: Revised FAQ.
« Reply #21 on: November 27, 2008, 05:21:05 AM »

Hi

could the follwing Q's be added to the FAQ please? I frequently ask them and never get a
reply.

1) Is there a flat earth cartographer working on producing an actual scaled flat earth map?
(and by map i mean the sort of map one could use to navigate with, not a drawing a six year
old could produce)

2) Does the FES have a scientific arm that recreates definitive FE experiments using modern
technology for todays sceptic?

3) is Tom Bishop a bot?
 Logged

*

 Perfect Circle

 734

You are a pirate!



« Last Edit: November 27, 2008, 01:43:07 PM by Perfect Circle »

Re: Revised FAQ.
« Reply #22 on: November 27, 2008, 12:38:21 PM »

Quote from: monkeybradders on November 27, 2008, 05:21:05 AM

Hi

could the follwing Q's be added to the FAQ please? I frequently ask them and never get a reply.

1) Is there a flat earth cartographer working on producing an actual scaled flat earth map? (and by map i mean the sort of
map one could use to navigate with, not a drawing a six year old could produce)

No, because you'd be very lost if you tried navigate long distances using a flat earth map.

Quote from: monkeybradders on November 27, 2008, 05:21:05 AM

2) Does the FES have a scientific arm that recreates definitive FE experiments using modern technology for todays sceptic?

No, because they want to keep the theory alive.

Quote from: monkeybradders on November 27, 2008, 05:21:05 AM

3) is Tom Bishop a bot?

One theory at a time...
 Logged

Quote from: Tom Bishop on December 30, 2008, 04:09:59 PM

Like the sun, the stars are also expanding and contracting their diameter as they spin around the hub every six months.
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 Saddam Hussein

Official Member

 35330

Former President
of Iraq



Re: Revised FAQ.
« Reply #23 on: November 27, 2008, 12:50:38 PM »

Tom Bishop is not officially a bot.  There's no way we're putting that on the record.
 Logged

Rhubarb

 Dead Kangaroo

FES' Anchor Roo

The Elder Ones

 4567

K800 Model 101.

 

Re: Revised FAQ.
« Reply #24 on: December 05, 2008, 04:30:18 AM »

When Tom's owner put's his logon on cruise control, yes.
 Logged

 Marcus Aurelius

 4546

My Alts: Tom
Bishop, Gayer,
theonlydann



Re: Revised FAQ.
« Reply #25 on: December 09, 2008, 02:35:33 PM »

Disc model is now seriously in question.  I have accounts from pre NASA explorers that
confirm that there is in fact weeks of perpetual sunlight in Antarctica.  That will be tough to
explain with the disc model shown in the FAQ.

 Logged

Quote from: Space Cowgirl on August 04, 2011, 03:38:54 PM

Penis tastes like skin.

Quote from: Space Cowgirl on May 09, 2010, 04:07:04 PM

Especially Marcus. He has a smart brain. 

 Jack

Administrator

Re: Revised FAQ.
« Reply #26 on: December 12, 2008, 11:02:26 AM »

Quote from: کingulaЯiτy on November 07, 2008, 08:56:21 AM

Q: "How can a compass work on a Flat Earth?"

A: The magnetic south pole is near the geographic north pole, just like on the RE.  The magnetic north pole is on the
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Administrator

 5168



underside of the Earth.  The Ice Wall is not the south pole, but acts as it, as it is the furthest from the center of the earth
that you can follow the magnetic field.  The field is vertical in this area, accounting for the aurora australis.

FIG. 3

You might need to redraw that, as the magnetic north is at the center of the Earth's underside
(geographic south), while the magnetic south is at the center of the Earth's front side
(geographic north).

 Logged

 Lord Wilmore

Vice President

Administrator

 12107

 

Re: Revised FAQ.
« Reply #27 on: December 16, 2008, 12:51:32 PM »

Just thought I'd bring this up: 'Bendy Light' is a ridiculous name for that theory. Perhaps it was
given that name in jest, but if it's going to be in th FAQ, I think it ought to have a more credible
name.

 Logged

"I want truth for truth's sake, not for the applaud or approval of men. I would not reject truth because it is unpopular,
nor accept error because it is popular. I should rather be right and stand alone than run with the multitude and be
wrong." - C.S. DeFord

 Tom Bishop

Flat Earth Believer

 16629



Re: Revised FAQ.
« Reply #28 on: December 16, 2008, 01:30:26 PM »

I feel that Electromagnetic Accelerator is a more apt name.
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Re: Revised FAQ.
« Reply #29 on: December 16, 2008, 03:45:00 PM »

Quote from: Tom Bishop on December 16, 2008, 01:30:26 PM

I feel that Electromagnetic Accelerator is a more apt name.

That name is taken by something that actually exists.
 Logged

Quote from: Tom Bishop on December 30, 2008, 04:09:59 PM

Like the sun, the stars are also expanding and contracting their diameter as they spin around the hub every six months.
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Terminology

This page was last modified on 11 July 2014, at 22:45.

Content is available under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License unless otherwise noted.

The following is a list of common Flat-Earth-related abbreviations, many of which come up frequently in discussions of the subject.

FET: Flat Earth Theory, a theory which states that the earth is flat.

FES or TFES: (The) Flat Earth Society, the organization that promotes Flat Earth Theory and its discussion.

FE'er: Flat Earther, or someone who believes in the FE theory.

RET: Round Earth Theory, a theory which states that the earth is round (an oblate spheroid).

RE'er: Round Earther, or someone who believes in the RE theory.

DE: Dark Energy, a form of energy which accelerates the universe.

EA: Electromagnetic Acceleration, a theory which states that light curves upward, creating a horizon for the observer.

UA: Universal Acceleration/Accelerator

Universal Acceleration, the acceleration of all objects in the universe caused by Dark Energy.

Universal Accelerator, an object which sits underneath the Earth and pushes anything it touches.

BLE: Bedford Level Experiment, an experiment performed along the Old Bedford River on the Bedford Level, Norfolk, England,

proving the Earth to be flat.

AW: Aetheric Whirlpool, part of the Aetheric Wind Model which describes aether and how it affects Earth.

See also:
Frequently Asked Questions
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The Ferrari Effect
« on: January 29, 2014, 06:39:40 AM »

Just posting this here so it doesn't get lost.

http://theflatearthsociety.net/relativity.html

The Ferrari Effect

Let us build first from the base of Newton.

Consider a theoretical object in a perfectly stable orbit around a theoretical planet in a
traditional round earth manner. Remember from Newtons laws of motion: an object in motion
tends to stay in motion and in the direction it is in motion. We can certainly say that the object
in orbit that it feels no experimentally verifiable difference in force or pseudo-force - which is
equivalent to saying it is experimentally not accelerating (and thus not changing direction or
speed.) Remember, Einstein disillusioned our naive view of space based on the equivalence
principle.

Our sight would lead us to believe this might be foolish, but if space is curved (and Relativity
relies on the assumption that it is) it would be silly to not question our visual representation
of space since by all accounts it appears as if our observational (and theoretical) language is
ill equipped to deal with description of it.

We should assume that it is indeed travelling in a straight line as its experimental evidence
points us to. The issue is with our naive view of geometry and space. Likewise we take the
view that it is indeed in motion and not still.

Let’s interpret the ramifications of the statement: an object in orbit travels in a straight (and
thus flat), line through space through further thought experiment. First, we can define our
field of interest in that taking all such theoretical orbits of our planet and realize them rightly
as flat, thus defining the bounding space of interest also to be flat. It follows, given any orbit
of this planet to be flat, the planet itself is flat since it satisfies our definition of flatness.

Let us again venture into thought experiment: eject some pods towards the earth from one
such of our imaginary satellites at regular intervals along our orbit such that they are in free
fall. Again, we can assume these are straight lines extending below to a translatable location
on the surface of the earth, its geolocation. We can say these lines are normal to the trajectory
of the satellite and they are normal to the ground, thus making the lines parallel. Since the
orbit is straight, and the orbit relates directly to the geographical locations it is above, we have
come a long way to show the planet is also flat.

Now let us consider what acceleration means. Acceleration by its nature means either a
change in speed or direction, which is to say a change in velocity. So when we look at the
parabola formed by a ball in motion we can recognize that it is for the most part accelerating -
it changes both direction and speed. Now, let us examine the path if we remove the influence
of gravity from our model as well as unbound the start and end points to allow it to move
freely.

If gravity was not forcing the object downwards, it would then be travelling a straight path,
parallel perhaps to our imaginary satellite and in this case tangent to the apex of our balls
climb.

We can see by comparison between a theoretical object in orbit and our ball at the apex of its
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climb that if not affected by gravity it would travel a straight line. By repeating this
experiment again and again with lower apexes of our ball, various orientations, and so on we
see the earth itself, not just the paths of satellites, is flat.

The effect of viewing the earth and it appearing round is known as the Ferrari Effect, based
off of former Canadian Flat Earth Society President Leo Ferrari who first predicted this. This
describes that effect.

Any honest judge will begrudgingly have to admit that I have shown that the flat earth theory
directly follows from our laws of motion and coherence with relativity. Even worse is the
realization that we would have been lead to relativity sooner if not for our strict faith-like
belief in a round earth.

John Davis, American Flat Earth Society President
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Re: The Ferrari Effect
« Reply #1 on: February 18, 2014, 06:52:34 AM »
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Re: The Ferrari Effect
« Reply #2 on: February 27, 2014, 06:22:43 PM »

Quote from: TheProgrammer on February 18, 2014, 06:52:34 AM

The fact that that is not mentioned is that for an object to be in orbit it has to be at a
particular speed as not to fly out of orbit or not fall back yo earth. If the traveling object starts
to slow down it start to decay and slowly crash on earth. If the object is going faster the orbit
will get larger and could fly out in space. It is a balance between centrifugal force and
centripetal force. http://www.diffen.com/difference/Centrifugal_Force_vs_Centripetal_Force]
[url]http://www.diffen.com/difference/Centrifugal_Force_vs_Centripetal_Force[/url]
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Re: The Ferrari Effect
« Reply #3 on: February 27, 2014, 08:53:32 PM »

Incorrect; that is not factual as there is an identical system which describes the same motions
that follows directly from these base premises. 
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The Flat Earth and Religion
« on: March 08, 2014, 08:22:09 AM »

http://theflatearthsociety.net/religion.html

It can be shown that the Flat Earth worldview is consistent with the vast majority of religious
texts and worldviews.
Babylonian
He named the four quarters of the world, mankind he created
Enuma Elish, The Epic of Creation

Christian, Islamic, and Abrahamic Religions

Selections from Old Testament:

Isaiah 40:22: 
He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth, and its people are like grasshoppers. He
stretches out the heavens like a canopy, and spreads them out like a tent to live in.

Isaiah 11:12 
And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and
gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth.

Psalms 24:2 
For he hath founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the floods.

Proverbs 8:27 
When he established the heavens, I was there; when he drew a circle on the face of the deep,

Proverbs 30:4
Who has established all the ends of the earth?

I Samuel 2: 8, Job 9:6
The pillars of the earth are jehovah’s and he hath set the world upon them

Job 38:6 
Whereupon are the foundations made to sink, or who laid the corner-stone thereof

Job 26:7
He stretcheth out the North over the empty place, and hangeth the Earth upon nothing

Job 26:10 
He hath described a circumference upon the face of the waters, unto the boundary of light
with darkness

Job 26:7
He spreadeth out the North over the desolate place and supporteth the Earth upon fastenings

Zechariah 12:1 Isaiah 11:22
Stetcheth out the Heavens as a curtain and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in

Exodus 20:4, Deuteronomy  5:8
the waters under the earth 
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Selections from New Testament:

Romans 10:18
Their sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the end of the world

Daniel 4:10-11. 
... a tree of great height at the centre of the earth...reaching with its top to the sky and visible
to the earth's farthest bounds.

Matthew 4:8: 
Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the
kingdoms of the world

Luke 4:5: 
And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the
world in a moment of time.

Revelations 7:1 
And after these things I saw four angels standing on four corners of the earth, holding the
four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any
tree.

Selections from Qur’an:

15:19
And the earth We have spread out (like a carpet); set thereon Mountains firm and immovable. 

20:53
[It is He] who has made for you the earth as a bed [spread out] …

50:7
And the earth - We spread it out and cast therein firmly set mountains and made grow
therein [something] of every beautiful kind,

51:48
And the earth We have spread out, and excellent is the preparer.

79:30
And after that He spread the earth.

88:20
And at the earth - how it is spread out?

Aboriginal
"Out on the Murrumbidgee there is a tale about the setting sun. The country there is very
different from what it is where the aborigines had a story of the Escapees. It is flat. It seems to
be below, far below, the level of the sea." 

"It seems to be a disc, like a huge plate."  Australian Legends by C.W. Peck
Polynesia
"By the second, Papa-tu-a-nuku ("Flat, Resembling the Earth"), he was the parent of Rehua,
Tane, Paia, Tu, Rongo, Ru, and a host of other minor deities." 
Oceanic Mythology by Roland B. Dixon

Indonesia and Oceanic Mythology
"The first son of Wigan, called Kabigat, went from the sky-region, Hudog, to the Earth World to
hunt with dogs. As the earth was then entirely level, his dogs ran much from one side to
another, pursuing their quarry, and this they did without Kabigat hearing their barking. In
consequence of which, it is reported that Kabigat said: 'I see that the earth is completely flat,
because there does not resound the echo of the barking of the dogs.' After becoming pensive
for a little while he decided to return to the heights of the Sky World." 
Oceanic Mythology by Roland B. Dixon

Icelandic 
“Skoll and Hati are giants in wolf-guise. They were sent forth by the Mother of Evil, the dark
and fearsome Hag, Gulveig-Hoder, whose children they are. She dwells in the Iarnvid, the
black forest of iron trees, on the world's edge, which is the habitation of a witch family
dreaded both by gods and by men.” 
Teutonic Myth And Legend by Donald A. Mackenzie

Shinto
Shinto holds that "heaven" is over the sea and in the mountains a both horizontal and vertical
cosmology depending on context and time. 

Egyptian



In Egyptian mythology the Earth was a flat expanse of land expressed as the god Geb. The
goddess Nut stretched over this space encompassing Shu, the air god. In addition there was
an underworld and undersky. Beyond the sky was Nu, creation chaos.
Wikipedia Ancient Egyptian Cosmology

Hinduism 

In a creation story, the world is made from a flat flower petal. 

There is also of course the world turtle that supported the flat earth.  
Why the World is on the Back of a Turtle - Miller, Jay; Man, Royal Anthropological Institute of
Great Britain and Ireland, New Series, Vol. 9, No. 2 (Jun., 1974), pp. 306–308
Jain

Mount Meru 
“Mount Meru, in Hindu mythology, a golden mountain that stands in the centre of the
universe and is the axis of the world. It is the abode of gods, and its foothills are the
Himalayas, to the south of which extends Bhāratavarṣa (“Land of the Sons of Bharata”), the
ancient name for India. The roof tower crowning the shrine in a Hindu temple represents
Meru. As the world axis, Mount Meru reaches down below the ground, into the nether
regions, as far as it extends into the heavens. All of the principal deities have their own
celestial kingdoms on or near it, where their devotees reside with them after death, while
awaiting their next reincarnation.”
Encyclopedia Britannica, Mount Meru

Ancient Greek
    In greek mythology Atlas held up the heavenly sphere which hung above the flat earth.

Taoism
Often times Eratosthenes is cited as having shown us the Earth was round using comparison
of the lengths of shadows at various points on the earth. It can be seen upon inspection that
this is indeed no proof at all. Consider the cosmology in Huai Nan tzu which takes the same
practice, identical validity of reasoning, and similar measurements with instead the intent to
measure the distance to the heavenly bodies, in contradistinction to the purpose of
Eratosthenes - to measure the circumference of the pre-assumed round planet.

In the the case of Eratosthenes he must begin with the first assumption in his contextual
language of a round earth. Without this framework and modelling his data is meaningless. On
the other hand, when we look at the Huai Nan Tzu when confronted with a similar issue we
are left with the realization of close planets and stars of a smaller size and a flat earth, the
same view developed in the 1900s by the (mostly) Christian Flat Earth theorists.

It is very likely many Taoists held this view.

Buddhism
    Buddhism also holds a belief in Mount Meru. 

Native American
Several native american mythologies held that the sky was drapped over the earth like a tent.
The stars were holes in this “tent”.
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Re: The Flat Earth and Religion
« Reply #1 on: March 08, 2014, 12:53:54 PM »

This is the information repository, not the debate and discussion section. I have split this
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Re: The Flat Earth and Religion
« Reply #3 on: May 31, 2014, 10:36:59 AM »

Hi.

If you folks do not mind this response from a newbie with a sympatico view as yours,...

Per this post of yours here (and others here and elsewhere), have I got an unconventional
techno-bohemian timewhole alternative to all conventional wisdom timepieces) for many of
you cool flat earthers, as can be seen via http://TrueTyme.org ? I.e., like your community, an as
yet still cool because it is under-appreciated (but, iin our case, alas finally patented) "geo-
centric/both sun AND moon in the undersky of the underworld AS WELL in the sky above us"
clock?

[email protected]

Quote from: TheProgrammer on March 08, 2014, 08:22:09 AM

http://theflatearthsociety.net/religion.html

It can be shown that the Flat Earth worldview is consistent with the vast majority of religious texts and worldviews.
Babylonian
He named the four quarters of the world, mankind he created
Enuma Elish, The Epic of Creation

Christian, Islamic, and Abrahamic Religions

Selections from Old Testament:

Isaiah 40:22: 
He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth, and its people are like grasshoppers. He stretches out the heavens like a
canopy, and spreads them out like a tent to live in.

Isaiah 11:12 
And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of
Judah from the four corners of the earth.

Psalms 24:2 
For he hath founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the floods.

Proverbs 8:27 
When he established the heavens, I was there; when he drew a circle on the face of the deep,

Proverbs 30:4
Who has established all the ends of the earth?

I Samuel 2: 8, Job 9:6
The pillars of the earth are jehovah’s and he hath set the world upon them

Job 38:6 
Whereupon are the foundations made to sink, or who laid the corner-stone thereof

Job 26:7
He stretcheth out the North over the empty place, and hangeth the Earth upon nothing

Job 26:10 
He hath described a circumference upon the face of the waters, unto the boundary of light with darkness

Job 26:7
He spreadeth out the North over the desolate place and supporteth the Earth upon fastenings

Zechariah 12:1 Isaiah 11:22
Stetcheth out the Heavens as a curtain and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in

Exodus 20:4, Deuteronomy  5:8
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the waters under the earth 

Selections from New Testament:

Romans 10:18
Their sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the end of the world

Daniel 4:10-11. 
... a tree of great height at the centre of the earth...reaching with its top to the sky and visible to the earth's farthest
bounds.

Matthew 4:8: 
Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world

Luke 4:5: 
And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.

Revelations 7:1 
And after these things I saw four angels standing on four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the
wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree.

Selections from Qur’an:

15:19
And the earth We have spread out (like a carpet); set thereon Mountains firm and immovable. 

20:53
[It is He] who has made for you the earth as a bed [spread out] …

50:7
And the earth - We spread it out and cast therein firmly set mountains and made grow therein [something] of every beautiful
kind,

51:48
And the earth We have spread out, and excellent is the preparer.

79:30
And after that He spread the earth.

88:20
And at the earth - how it is spread out?

Aboriginal
"Out on the Murrumbidgee there is a tale about the setting sun. The country there is very different from what it is where the
aborigines had a story of the Escapees. It is flat. It seems to be below, far below, the level of the sea." 

"It seems to be a disc, like a huge plate."  Australian Legends by C.W. Peck
Polynesia
"By the second, Papa-tu-a-nuku ("Flat, Resembling the Earth"), he was the parent of Rehua, Tane, Paia, Tu, Rongo, Ru, and a
host of other minor deities." 
Oceanic Mythology by Roland B. Dixon

Indonesia and Oceanic Mythology
"The first son of Wigan, called Kabigat, went from the sky-region, Hudog, to the Earth World to hunt with dogs. As the earth
was then entirely level, his dogs ran much from one side to another, pursuing their quarry, and this they did without Kabigat
hearing their barking. In consequence of which, it is reported that Kabigat said: 'I see that the earth is completely flat,
because there does not resound the echo of the barking of the dogs.' After becoming pensive for a little while he decided to
return to the heights of the Sky World." 
Oceanic Mythology by Roland B. Dixon

Icelandic 
“Skoll and Hati are giants in wolf-guise. They were sent forth by the Mother of Evil, the dark and fearsome Hag, Gulveig-Hoder,
whose children they are. She dwells in the Iarnvid, the black forest of iron trees, on the world's edge, which is the habitation
of a witch family dreaded both by gods and by men.” 
Teutonic Myth And Legend by Donald A. Mackenzie

Shinto
Shinto holds that "heaven" is over the sea and in the mountains a both horizontal and vertical cosmology depending on
context and time. 

Egyptian

In Egyptian mythology the Earth was a flat expanse of land expressed as the god Geb. The goddess Nut stretched over this
space encompassing Shu, the air god. In addition there was an underworld and undersky. Beyond the sky was Nu, creation
chaos.
Wikipedia Ancient Egyptian Cosmology

Hinduism 

In a creation story, the world is made from a flat flower petal. 

There is also of course the world turtle that supported the flat earth.  
Why the World is on the Back of a Turtle - Miller, Jay; Man, Royal Anthropological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland, New
Series, Vol. 9, No. 2 (Jun., 1974), pp. 306–308
Jain

Mount Meru 
“Mount Meru, in Hindu mythology, a golden mountain that stands in the centre of the universe and is the axis of the world. It
is the abode of gods, and its foothills are the Himalayas, to the south of which extends Bhāratavarṣa (“Land of the Sons of
Bharata”), the ancient name for India. The roof tower crowning the shrine in a Hindu temple represents Meru. As the world
axis, Mount Meru reaches down below the ground, into the nether regions, as far as it extends into the heavens. All of the
principal deities have their own celestial kingdoms on or near it, where their devotees reside with them after death, while
awaiting their next reincarnation.”
Encyclopedia Britannica, Mount Meru

Ancient Greek
    In greek mythology Atlas held up the heavenly sphere which hung above the flat earth.

Taoism
Often times Eratosthenes is cited as having shown us the Earth was round using comparison of the lengths of shadows at
various points on the earth. It can be seen upon inspection that this is indeed no proof at all. Consider the cosmology in
Huai Nan tzu which takes the same practice, identical validity of reasoning, and similar measurements with instead the
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intent to measure the distance to the heavenly bodies, in contradistinction to the purpose of Eratosthenes - to measure the
circumference of the pre-assumed round planet.

In the the case of Eratosthenes he must begin with the first assumption in his contextual language of a round earth. Without
this framework and modelling his data is meaningless. On the other hand, when we look at the Huai Nan Tzu when
confronted with a similar issue we are left with the realization of close planets and stars of a smaller size and a flat earth,
the same view developed in the 1900s by the (mostly) Christian Flat Earth theorists.

It is very likely many Taoists held this view.

Buddhism
    Buddhism also holds a belief in Mount Meru. 

Native American
Several native american mythologies held that the sky was drapped over the earth like a tent. The stars were holes in this
“tent”.
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THE MATHEMATICS OF THE INFINITE FLAT
EARTH

May 16, 2016 JohnDavis

Today we will be talking about how to use Gauss's Law to show that an infinite
plane would have a finite gravitational pull. Now if you were to ask somebody how
much gravitational pull an infinite amount of mass would exert, the common sense
answer would be "infinite!" However, upon inspection we can see that certain
configurations of mass would actually yield finite gravitational pulls.

This article requires an understanding of surface integrals and so likely the math
will be beyond many. However, I will do my best to explain it in the simplest terms
possible. If you come across some math you don't understand, do like I do and
continue reading past it. You can later go back with what you learned and likely will
have a better understanding about it.

First we will introduce a symbol that likely has hidden itself from many of our
readers educations. This is to no shame though, I've met Ph.Ds who were not
familiar with this! One astrophysicist, working on her PhD dissertation, went so far
as to proclaim "Fake Math!" I have to admit, that one made me chuckle a bit to
myself. It must be remembered that no one can possibly hope to know everything,
especially when we seek to specialize.

This curious symbol looks like one you may have seen before, but it acts somewhat
differently. You may be familiar with the integral, with which it shares many
properties: ∫. Ignoring the terse mathematical definition, we will use a somewhat
easy to understand one. Leibniz, its creator, thought of it as an infinite sum of
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infinitesimal summands. So, taking the integral over a small portion of a line, you
can find the sum of its area above or below the curve by looking at the sum of
infinitely small slices of it and adding it all up.

The symbol you may be less familiar with is that of the closed surface integral ∮.
The difference here visually of course is the introduction of that circle in the middle.
Think of it roughly as a generalization of the integral over a surface instead. So
instead of infinitely small slices, you will be dealing with infinitely small surfaces!

The second key to the puzzle we will need to use to properly examine the
gravitational affect of an infinite plane is Gauss's law. Usually used in
electromagnetism, Gauss's law actually applies to gravitational forces as well since
they both share an inverse square relationship 1/distance2 to their strength. It can
be stated as follows:

∮g•n dA = ‒4πGm

Lets say we have some mass m. We pretend to create a surface around the mass.
We divide this surface up into infinitesimal parts, each with an area of dA.
Remember that the integral is summing up an infinite amount of infinitesimal
surfaces? We take the infinitesimal bits of the area (dA) and sum them over the
entire closed surface. Each infinitesimal "bit" has an n. n is a unit vector that is
perpendicular, so facing away from the surface at a right angle away. You might
want to visualize that n represents "up" since we are dealing with a plane. g is the
acceleration due to gravity, pointing towards the mass. In our case, this should be
"down."

We can use this to examine the gravitational influences of any body. If we were
looking at point mass, we would use a sphere. If we were looking at an infinite
plane, as we are, we will use a pillbox for our surface.

When we look at the pillbox, we can simplify things nicely. We see the curved
surface of the pillbox will "cancel out" its own gravitational influence and contribute
nothing. A simple way to think of this is that each point on the cylinder is
counterbalanced with another point on the cylinder. This coincidently also shows
the infinite plane is a stable body as each point on the plane itself is also counter‒
balanced by the points around it horizontally, thus answering the common question
"Why wouldn't mass form into a sphere?" A more accurate way would be to realize
this is that g is at a right angle to our "up" ( n ) at all points; all points have an
opposite point that is facing the opposite direction as well, and so g•n = 0.

We are almost there ‒ this leaves us with only the circle caps to deal with.

Looking at the caps we realize that g and n are parallel and opposite each other
and so we realize g•n = ‒g. This leaves the surface integral of just the pillbox ends.
Since we have 2 of them and the integral is the sum of the parts of dA, we have ‒
g∮dA = g2A leaving our equation as: ‒g 2A = ‒4πGm. From there its easy to see g's
value is finite ‒ g= 2πGm / A. This is further realized by noting mass = (density *
Area), giving us g A= 2πGpA, or g = 2πG p. This is clearly a finite value. If we
wished we could continue from here to calculate the depth of the plane using the
average density of Earth.

Given it also has depth we are looking at the case of m = (density * Area * depth).
This gives us instead g = 2πG p d, where d is depth.



g = 9.81 m/s/s
G = 6.754×10  m  kg  s
p = 5.51 g/cm³ , the average density of earth

Giving us d = g / (2πG p). This evaluates to around 4 195.43 kilometers deep, thus
showing false my early hypothesis of 9000 km deep.

Sources and Related Reading:
BBC Do They Really Believe The Earth is Flat?
Wolfram Math: Bougher Gravity
Gauss’s Law for Gravity, D.G. Simpson, Ph.D., December 6, 2006

−11 3 −1 −2

Loading Conversation 

FAQ / Help Featured Articles Blog Contact Us   

All Content Copyright 2016 The Flat Earth Society™

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/magazine/7540427.stm
http://scienceworld.wolfram.com/physics/BouguerGravity.html
http://www.pgccphy.net/ref/gravity.pdf
http://www.theflatearthsociety.org/home/index.php/faq
http://www.theflatearthsociety.org/home/index.php/featured
http://www.theflatearthsociety.org/home/index.php/blog
http://www.theflatearthsociety.org/home/index.php/about-the-society/contact-us
http://twitter.com/flatearthtoday
http://facebook.com/flatearthtoday


Privacy policy About The Flat Earth Wiki Disclaimers

The shadow on the moon during a Lunar Eclipse is round

This page was last modified on 3 May 2014, at 23:48.

Content is available under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License unless otherwise noted.

As far as the Lunar Eclipse goes, there is no evidence that the shadow which manifests on the moon during a Lunar Eclipse

originates from the earth at all. That shadow could come from any celestial body intersecting the light between the sun and moon.

The only reason the Greeks and ancients (and modern astronomers) are able to predict the Lunar Eclipses was because the

predictions are based on recurring charts and tables of past eclipses. It had nothing to do with the shape of the earth or the actual

geometry of the cosmos. The Lunar Eclipse is a phenomenon which comes in patterns. By studying these patterns it is possible to

predict when the next transit or eclipse will occur. The astronomer can use historic charts and tables with a few equations to predict

the time, magnitude, and duration of a future eclipse.

This does not apply only to the eclipse, either: All recurring phenomena such as the transits of planets, occultations of bodies, and

precision of paths across the sky are predicable only because they are phenomenons which come in patterns. Astronomers predict

celestial events by studying the patterns and predicting when the next occurrence will occur.

There is a good chapter in Zetetic Cosmogony on the subject .

Modern Eclipse Models

Q. But what about NASA's yearly lunar eclipse predictions? They must be based on a geometric model, and not simply cycles in the

sky, surely?

A. Actually, NASA freely admits that they use ancient cycle charts for their eclipse predictions. The Saros Cycle and those cobby old

ancient methods which simply look at past patterns in the sky to predict the next one is precisely how "modern theorists" predict the

lunar eclipse today.

Video: http://www.screencast.com/users/tbishop/folders/Jing/media/5fdaffdc-ba0f-45a2-b895-4026b6a5951f

See also
Lunar Eclipse
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To the Flat Earth Believers - The Sun & Moon
« on: August 27, 2009, 10:57:27 PM »

Dear friends and colleagues,

I have recently been investigating the notion that the Sun's surface is a bioluminescent
material, and the Moon's too. Since the time of the Ancient Egyptians and Greeks, people have
known that the Sun was alive, it is attested in a variety of ancient sources from both these
cultures. The Egyptian Atenist movement explicity held this belief to be one of their central
doctrines, and the pre-Atenist tradition renders the Sun as a living being, or at least,
associated and governed by a living being. In the Odyssey, the hero's crew enrage Hyperion,
the manifest intelligence of the Solar body, by eating His cows (a fascinating tradition in
antiquity exists between cows and the Sun, returning to Egypt, the shrewd anthropologist,
archaeologist or other investigator discovers that the threads of solar-bovine intertwining run
deep through the traditions of the archetypal beings Menthu and Apis, but this is another
concern for another time). Aristotle considered that there is a grain of truth in all opinions,
and perhaps I am about to partially fulfill this observation, though as you are about to find
out, I certainly do not think the Sun is a cow.

Above: Apis, the Egyptian Sun-Bull

Science tells us that the celestial bodies are for the most part made of metal, probably iron.
What I have been contemplating for a long while, is that the celestial bodies may be more like
the Earth than we think. It is clear that they have metallic cores at least, just like the Earth, but
it is not unreasonable to suspect that over these cores are areas of biomass. This is certainly
what we find when we examine the Earth, and while it is not right to make inductions about
the celestial bodies based on observation of the Earth, it renders the notion within the scope
of proper investigation.

What Science Tells Us About the Lights of the Celestial Bodies

I probably need scarcely remind my colleagues of the manifold proofs that the Moon shines
by her own light. I provide a sample of them here only in order that they may be readily
referenced and fresh in the minds of inquirers. To this end, I replicate here a posting which I
made a number of months ago, which I feel covers a range of these arguments and in which I
have cited a number of reputable sources.

Quote from: James on June 04, 2009, 01:10:51 AM

Experiments involving concentrated Moonlight have been performed and revealed that it cannot warm an object. It simply is
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not attended by heat.

Quote from: (Lardner: 1854-6, 115)

Now this question has been submitted to the test of direct experiment, and the result has been directly opposite to
such a notion.  The bulb of a thermometer sufficiently sensitive to render apparent a change of temperature
amounting to the thousandth part of a degree, was place in the focus of a concave reflector of vast dimension, which
being directed to the moon, the lunar rays were collected with great power upon it.  Not the slightest change,
however, was produced in the thermometric column, proving that a concentration of rays sufficient to fuse gold, if thy
proceeded from the sun, does not produce a change of temperature so great as the thousandth part of a degree when
they proceed from the moon.

Quote from: turtles on June 03, 2009, 03:18:34 PM

Quote from: Dogplatter on June 03, 2009, 02:53:43 PM

Another characteristic of Moonlight which distinguishes it from Sunlight is its putrefying effect on plants.

Oh, now this is a new one to me, please do tell us about this. I'm sure you have a link somewhere...

Its night time and my plants in the garden and greenhouse are OK out there.

That's because it's now June. During the spring, if you've been an irresponsible gardener, some of your plants may have
sustained uncharacteristic damage at night.

Quote from: (Lardner: 1854-6, 115)

Gardeners give the name of Red Moon to that moon which is full between the middle of April and the close of May. 
According to them the light of the moon at that season exercises an injurious influence upon the young shoots of
plants. They say that when the sky is clear the leaves and buds exposed to the lunar light redden and are killed as if
by frost, at a time when the thermometer exposed to the atmosphere stands at many degrees above the freezing
point. They say, also, that if a clouded sky intercept the moon's light it prevents these injurious consequences to the
plants, although the circumstances of temperature are the same in both cases.

I have personally experienced Red Moon Syndrome on a number of my own plants in the past, though this year and the last
few years they have been spared thanks to my careful precautions. Furthermore, the topic can again be put to direct
experiment. Take two identical plants in the same soil, and give them the same amount of water, but expose one to
moonlight and one to sunlight. This can be effected by placing a pot over the sunlight control at night to protect it from
moonlight, and the same pot over the other during the day such that it is exposed to moonlight during the night. I assure you
beyond a shadow of a doubt that the plant exposed to moonlight will die promptly and grotesquely.

Quote from: turtles on June 03, 2009, 03:18:34 PM

Quote from: Dogplatter on June 03, 2009, 02:53:43 PM

Direct Sunlight also has a diminishing effect on fire, Moonlight has no such effect.

Don't you think its the brightness of the sun just drowning out the fires light? OK, thats too obvious and I'm sure you
have an answer to that one.

No, and if you were at all proficient in cooking and the culinary arts you would be well aware of this. When cooking with a
gas stove or any open flame, it is customary to keep curtains closed during the day in order that the flame not be
extinguished or diminished by the sunlight.

Quote from: (Rowbotham: 1881, 142)

It is a well known fact, that if the sun is allowed to shine strongly upon a common coal, coke, wood, or charcoal fire,
the combustion is greatly diminished; and often the fire is extinguished. It is not an uncommon thing for cooks,
housewives, and others to draw down the blinds in summer time to prevent their fires being put out by the continued
stream of sun-light pouring through the windows.

Quote from: turtles on June 03, 2009, 03:18:34 PM

Oh, and "positive amount of heat". As opposed to a "negative amount of heat"? 

Yes.

Quote from: (Lardner: 1854-6, 115)

According to the notions of these agriculturists the rays of lunar light are endowed with a certain frigorific property, in
the same manner as those of solar light are endowed with a calorific virtue; and that as the latter raise the
temperature of objects upon which they are directed, the former, on the contrary, lower their temperature.

References

Lardner, D. (1854-6) 'The Museum of Science and Art', London: Walton and Maberly

Rowbotham, "Parallax", S. B. (1881) 'Earth Not a Globe...', Third Edition, London: Simpkin, Marshall & Co.

A Summary of the Salient Facts So Far Established

* The light produced by the Moon is of a different character to that of the Sun:
* Sunlight is attended always by a great heat, Moonlight by none (this proven in Dickens,
again by Lardner)
* Moonlight is highly injurous to plants, animals and humans (this attested by Lardner,
subjected to empirical experiment by myself)
* Sunlight is essential to plants, &c., &c.
* Sunlight tends to extinguish fires, despite its great heat, Moonlight to exasperate them (this
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attested by Parallax and easily confirmed by observation).
* From the above we infer that the Moon is an independant light source.

To me it is the different properties of the lights which seems most important as I apprehend it
with regard to the question of whether the bodies are alive and are shining by
bioluminescent means. Scarcely do we find such a variety of qualitatively different light
sources than in the animal kingdom, such as are found in the bodies and appendages of
deep-sea fishes, eels, &c.

As to the notion that the Sun (and perhaps the Moon) are lit by way of nuclear processes, this
I discount by virtue of the size of them being incompatible with their apparent longevity, since
such processes would devour the substance of those bodies at a considerable rate. Were the
light constantly renewed by biological propagation, the apparent longevity of those bodies'
lights would be obviously explained.

The effects of Moonlight on living things, the putrefication of plants under the Red Moon, its
disturbing of fishes and wildlife, and its propensity to cause blindness and insanity in
humans too long exposed to it, while well-documented, have remained so far completely
unexplained in their underlying causality. Consider this: within the animal kingdom, we find
very many bizarre and wonderful contrivances for the defense of particular animals and
plants, such as crabs with electrical claws, eels which are also electrical, plants with teeth and
resins to capture and consume insects, all manner of camouflages, poisons, and vectors of
violence and irritation by which to defend against other animals. And the effects attendent of
Moonlight, to my mind, are very typical of the biological defense responses evolved in the
plants and animals of Earth. The ability to ward off predation by plants, fish and animals has
found all manner of expression in biology and botany, and this ability is just what the Moon
seems to possess. When we consider the terrestrial origin of the Moon, it does not seem
unlikely that some algae or insect or other with these properties found its way onto the Moon
before the Moon seperated from the prehistoric surface.

Biological defense mechanisms in terrestrial animals are as numerous and astounding as the human imagination

can countenance

Feeding from soil on the Lunar surface, and in dying, excreting or other activities replenishing
that soil, a colony of luminescent creatures could well subsist. So much of their energy
dedicated to producing their defensive rays, it is hardly surprising at all that they cannot
shine with very much brightness, nor wastefully expend themselves in producing even the
slightest bodily heat.

I also believe that one of the great mysteries of the Universe is brought into clarity by this
discovery. The regular monthly motions of the illuminated portions of the Moon has been
somewhat of an uncertainty to our body of science for a long time. What I now consider to be
the cause of these is none other than the migrations of luminescent biomass (be it animal or
vegetable, or some other kind of classification entirely), by necessity in the face of some
peculiarity of their feeding patterns, or else by some breeding ritual or even by some other of
the many cyclical activities of living things.

The Sun, we know to possess none of the aggressive defenses of the Moon (more accurately,
perhaps, LESSER defenses, as its cancerous tendencies have been recently discovered, and I
suppose on reflection that a nasty Sun-burn is reminiscent of being stung by a nettle, or by
wasps, bees, hornets, &c., and certainly these are biological defenses among those animals).
In any case, the lesser complexity and severity of its biological defenses make its ability to
produce a much greater illumination hardly a surprise, as well as affording its abundant
excretion of heat, such as the bodies of many animals can afford to do in the biodiversity of
Earth. The absences of much discernable migration of biomass, as we see on the Moon, is
perhaps attributable to a greater density of the Solar life, or simply to a higher level of
stability in terms of the habits which compel the seasonal migration of the Lunar. HOWEVER -



« Last Edit: August 27, 2009, 11:12:12 PM by James »

the existence and motion of Sun Spots testifies further to the notion that some migratory
activity is occuring on the Sun, though less noticable to the unobservant eye because of the
Sun's brightness and the density of its biological coverage.

NOT SO FAR FROM THE TRUTH???

Continually observing the Sun and the Moon and the behaviours of their surfaces, I am ever
more convinced of the likelyhood of these suspicions, and I believe the same may be true of
other Flat Earth investigators, whom I invite to perform some reflection and investigation, and
to share their observations, opinions and other information regarding this discovery.

I trust that these revelations will enable to you to view the celestial bodies in a new... light.

Your faithful servant,
James McIntyre
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"For your own sake, as well as for that of our beloved country, be bold and firm against error and evil of every kind." -
David Wardlaw Scott, Terra Firma 1901
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Re: To the Flat Earth Believers - The Sun & Moon
« Reply #1 on: August 28, 2009, 12:47:36 AM »

Interesting, I remember proposing an idea similar years ago.  I forget the details, and yours is
certainly better thought out.  Good job, I'll give it a thought or two and post some feedback
later.
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Re: To the Flat Earth Believers - The Sun & Moon
« Reply #2 on: August 28, 2009, 12:59:30 AM »

What causes such regular rigid fading in the lunar luminescence?  Such as moon phases.

I still have to hold that it must be some rigid weather system that floats above a luminescent
material partially blocking it.  With a low atmosphere, eventually given the cyclical nature of
movement between the earth, sun and moon and heavens it would certainly form together if
it was made of something with the right properties.  We see it all the time in nature - crystals
forming, water coming together in a certain way, etc. 

Of course this pattern could be made by a bioluminescent flock of creatures (bugs perhaps?) 
However, I'm not sure yet that I could buy that.
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Anyways, your theory certainly gives a source for said luminescence and a possible
explanation of its effects.

Would you mind if I use an edited version for the .net news site thats coming up?
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Re: To the Flat Earth Believers - The Sun & Moon
« Reply #3 on: September 04, 2009, 11:51:55 AM »

You may feel free, John.

As for the regularity of the change, in the case of a primitive life-form such as a kind of mold
or plant, one might expect such regularity from the presence (or at least luminosity) of the
Lunar life in accordance with whatever it is which is the source of their food, or else the
conditions suitable to their mating.

Consider that on Earth, all unimpeded Salmon, without exception, will migrate to their
spawning grounds. Such biological "clockwork" is not inconceivable on the Moon either.
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"For your own sake, as well as for that of our beloved country, be bold and firm against error and evil of every kind." -
David Wardlaw Scott, Terra Firma 1901
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What Magellan's Voyage Didn't Prove or Why the Earth Is Flat
« on: December 29, 2008, 03:52:54 PM »

What Magellan's Voyage Didn't Prove or Why the Earth Is Flat
Analysis Volume 35, No.2
December, 1974
By Jerry S. Clegg

Quote

When seeking to indict some belief as archaic, superstitious or ridiculous, the knowledgeable polemicist is likely to compare
the position he opposes to the belief that the earth is flat. He will do this on the presumption that scarcely anything could
serve as a better example of a falsehood which only the ignorant or the unthinking have accepted. Magellan's voyage proved
that the earth is round. Therefore, so we are all prone to conclude, the earth isn't flat. Those who say it is are to be
corrected if teachable, dismissed if not. In truth, however, the earth is flat, more or less. The conviction that it isn't affords a
fine example of how easily and powerfully proof can be misconceived. A typical "demonstration" of the folly of believing in
the earth's flatness will begin by pointing out the difference between something round, such as a tennis ball, and something
flat, such as a table top. The question will then be asked which of the two things the earth is like. Since we know that the
earth is a sphere and has no edges, we will say it is like the ball. After saying this we are apt to conclude that it, like the ball,
is dissimilar to the table top, and so not flat. The obvious contrast between the ball and the table top appears to give us no
other option. We are likely to feel certain that because the earth is round it just can't be flat. Persuasive as it is, a
"demonstration" of this kind is faulty. Implicit in it is the assumption that flat and round are always contrasting features.
Normally they are contrasting, and this explains our readiness to say they always are. Still, some objects are both round and
flat. The earth is a case in point. To see that it is, one must bear in mind how in our practical affairs we use the word 'flat'. A
horizontal surface we are pre- pared to call flat is one we recognize to be neither a dome nor a bowl. It is neither concave
nor convex, but a level expanse. Our grounds for saying this have nothing to do with a measurement of zero curvature.
Rather they pertain to the behaviour of liquids and solids placed on its surface. We call a table top flat, for instance, because
when a spirit-level is placed on it a reading of zero inclination appears. It does not shed water drops and marbles like an
umbrella, nor does it collect them like a bucket. Any surface which does collect water at its centre is a bowl; any surface
which does shed water is a dome. By the conventions of language, then, a flat surface is a level expanse on which solids and
liquids tend to remain stable. On these grounds there are plenty of regions on the earth's surface which are flat. Its regs,
mesas, prairies, soda pans, lakes and oceans certainly come very close to being what any plain spoken man interested in
having himself understood would call flat. One walks neither uphill nor downhill when treking across the Utah salt flats.
They are, then, appropriately named. They match, too, the general curvature of the earth. They, and all similar areas,
illustrate the point that being flat and being curved are compatible. Indeed, a little thought must show that a flat surface is
necessarily a curved surface. What keeps a marble from rolling off a table is the uniformity of gravitational attraction at all
points along the surface of the table-top. Since the force of gravity varies with the distance from the centre of gravitational
attraction, all points on a horizontal, flat surface are equally distant from some one point. For us that point is approximately
the centre of the earth. Because a surface can have all its points equally distant from some one point outside itself only if it
is curved, flat surfaces must be curved. All their points must be equally distant from a point close to the earth's centre.
Although variable, the earth's surface in general meets this condition. Its curvature acts as what might be called a natural
paradigm of flatness. Surfaces whose curva- ture approximates that of a level expanse of the earth just are those we call
flat. Any arc greater than the earth's curvature-such as that of a tennis ball-will result in a dome from which liquids and
solids will flow, slide or roll. Any less an arc-such as that of a bucket-will result in a basin or bowl into which water and
debris will collect. Flatness, so to speak, is a certain degree of curvature approximating that of the earth itself. If the right
hand side of a perfectly flat table were to be extended, it would even- tually curve around the earth to join itself on the left.
We do not make our tables this large, of course, and so they all have edges from which items will fall if pushed far enough.
This explains why, when mentally comparing a tabletop to the earth, we tend to think of both as having edges. That is our
true mistake, not the thought that the earth's surface is flat. In case this observation seems dubious, a thought experiment
will confirm it. Imagine the earth with one of its polar regions scraped off to 5o degrees of latitude so that its surface there
parallels a ray of light. Many people would be tempted to say the earth would then be flat in that region, just as many now
say the poles are, in fact, comparatively flat because their curvature is less than what we find at the equator. The
temptation to speak this way stems from our entertaining a faulty picture of a flat expanse as a surface of zero curvature. It
is a temptation which experience would very quickly dissipate. If left standing in the centre of a scraped off polar region, we
would note immediately that we were in a huge depression. Any walk we took would lead us further away from the earth's
centre against the pull of gravity. Any walk would, then, be a climb, and no one who had to hike to the rim of the depression
would consider the territory he crossed flat. At o degrees of latitude the slope would approach some 20 degrees of
inclination. Clearly, a flat surface is one whose curvature approximates the gen- eral curvature of the earth. Those who think
otherwise are guilty of the same mistake our medieval ancestors made. Some of the men sailing with Columbus feared they
would sail off the earth, thinking it to be flat and with edges. We now discount those fears on the ground that the earth is
round and without edges. The fear and its dismissal, however, rest on the shared error that what is flat cannot be round.
The terror of the medieval sailor and the equanimity of mind of the modern seaman have in common a faulty picture of what
it is for a surface to be flat. An increase in geographical knowledge has dispelled a groundless fear, but it has not corrected a
faulty conception. Indeed, in one respect our knowledge has added to a store of confusion. From an essentially correct belief
in the flatness of the earth the pre-Columbian sailor drew a wrong inference on the danger of falling into space, but at least
there was no discrepancy between the truth, his usage and his conviction on what is flat. What he called flat is what he
rightly believed to be flat. The modern sailor who erroneously denies that the world is flat faces, however, the
embarrassment that his usage and his convictions are inconsistent. He is almost certain to call anything whose curvature
matches that of the earth flat, even though on reflection he will deny that what he is prone to say is true. He is not in a
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position to "correct" his normal habits of speech either, for if he tried he would find that there is nothing he could call flat
and still be understood. His offering a surface of zero curvature as an example of what he means would only puzzle others,
for what is the point of calling a basin flat? From this example of how easily proof can be misconceived a lesson can be
learned. It begins with the observation that a more or less spontaneous picture, or imaginative conception, can stand in the
way of our seeing how we use a word. The picture of an uncurved surface gives us a wrong idea of our use of the word 'flat'.
The lesson continues with the warning that in such a case we should not follow the advice of pragmatists and positivists on
how to clarify our ideas by asking if reality corre- sponds to our picture. Imagining what would verify or refute the thesis that
the earth is flat, for example, is apt to mire us deeper in a muddle, leaving our faulty picture intact but our convictions now
fully at odds with our usage. For all of us in our unreflecting moments nothing could serve as a better example of a flat
surface than a calm lake or salt deposit. Yet, when invited to think about the matter, we are prone to conclude that
Magellan's voyage proved such expanses to be less than flat. The imagined "proof" is deceptive; it is the unreflecting usage
which is right. Things, after all, are what we say they are. Clarity of mind requires that we honour our usage and resist the
"proof" which only stengthens the force of a faulty picture.
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Quote from: cmdshft on January 25, 2010, 01:36:21 PM

I vote for SecretUser as supreme overlord of google.

condemnant quod non intellegunt
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Why are all pictures of the Earth in two dimentions?
« on: August 02, 2006, 08:29:47 PM »

It seems to me that all the pictures of the Earth from space are 2 dimensions, its always seen
on a computer screen or paper. It is all 2D
Maybe the reason is it is flat. Please brothers what do you think about this.

 Logged

?
 Dionysios

 482



Why are all pictures of the Earth in two dimentions?
« Reply #1 on: August 12, 2006, 07:34:56 AM »

The reason such alleged pictures of the world may appear as two dimensionl is not because
the world is flat.  The Earth is flat, but that is beside the point.  The pictures are completely
fake.  A photograph of a globe is a two dimensional representation.  Such a picture is what
was posted on the windows of the room where Collins, Aldrin, and Armstrong were located in
the moon hoax video broadcasted in the summer of 1969.  This also applies to subsequent
moon hoax videos filmed and broadcasted in the early 1970's as well as to fabricated pictures
which are falsely said to be photographs taken by "orbiting satellites."  The fact is that
orbiting satellites are science fiction, and none of the photos were taken in "space," but
manufactured on Earth by disinformation agencies like NASA which was founded to spread
belief in fantasies like interstellar travel and orbiting satellites.  

  In some "photographs" of the world, nothing more is done than to use an aerial photograph
of a clouded area and black out everything except a circle and present the finished product as
a photograph of the world taken by an orbiting satellite.  Photographs presented as pictures
of the entire world are fake.  

"Hast thou perceived the breadth of the Earth?"

- Dionysios
 Logged

Why are all pictures of the Earth in two dimentions?
« Reply #2 on: August 12, 2006, 11:28:53 PM »

It is clear due to the vast nature of the Global Hoax and transgresstion of the approaching tide
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of round earthers, we must band together to defend truth
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Establishing Contacts
« Reply #3 on: August 14, 2006, 01:02:15 PM »

On that note, my comment is as follows:

  Have thought ever since encountering the flat Earth websites below that it would be
significant to establish contact with such people:

http://www.geocities.com/levelwater/flatearth.html

http://itaylorresearch.com/fes.html

  And if Leo Ferrari (the modern day student of Aethicus of Istria) is still alive, then this
definitely applies to him as well.  That is the long-term direction that serious flat Earthism
should take rather than the principle perspective of this website which is devoted to endless
debating with new crops of people.

- Dionysios
 Logged

 James

Flat Earther

The Elder Ones
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Why are all pictures of the Earth in two dimentions?
« Reply #4 on: August 14, 2006, 01:39:32 PM »

Don't worry, the Flat Earth Society should be making inroads into the rest of the world again
pretty soon. Both me and Daniel ma be planning certain respective endeavours in our local
areas in the near future, and this may generate some interest and strengthen the Society
quite significantly.

 Logged

"For your own sake, as well as for that of our beloved country, be bold and firm against error and evil of every kind." -
David Wardlaw Scott, Terra Firma 1901
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Why are all pictures of the Earth in two dimentions?
« Reply #5 on: August 14, 2006, 02:14:53 PM »

Incidentally, my view of the world was always closer to the ancient flat Earth perspective of
Leo Ferrari than the nineteenth century flat Earthism espoused by Charles Johnson.

- Dionysios
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Why are all pictures of the Earth in two dimentions?
« Reply #6 on: August 14, 2006, 05:47:55 PM »

Alass my fellow brothers, I believe and know and know I believe that the further we carry our
message of Truth and fortitude, the farther man and his knowledge of the cosmos is
strengthened

 Logged

 Daniel

Administrator
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Why are all pictures of the Earth in two dimentions?
« Reply #7 on: August 14, 2006, 07:01:44 PM »

Speaking of Leo Ferrari.. I found out that the University of New Brunswick seems to have an
incredible collection of Ferrari's Flat Earth Society materials.  Have a look at:

http://www.lib.unb.ca/archives/ferrari/s1.html
http://www.lib.unb.ca/archives/ferrari/s2.html

The University of Liverpool has some interesting stuff as well, although not directly related to
Leo Ferrari..

http://archives.liv.ac.uk/~cheshire/ead/html//80A0.html
 Logged

 Raa

Flat Earth Believer
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Re: Why are all pictures of the Earth in two dimentions?
« Reply #8 on: October 31, 2007, 08:33:02 AM »

Quote from: bullhorn on August 02, 2006, 08:29:47 PM

It seems to me that all the pictures of the Earth from space are 2 dimensions, its always seen on a computer screen or
paper. It is all 2D
Maybe the reason is it is flat. Please brothers what do you think about this.

All talk of the universe is inversional
 Logged

Everything, is in EMBRYO, not in mathematics.  
Please look at the 1/4 moon when it's around at noon ; We cannot see anything between it and the sun.
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Zeteticism

This page was last modified on 27 December 2015, at 05:15.

Content is available under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License unless otherwise noted.

Zeteticism is a system of scientific inquiry. The word is derived from the Greek verb ζητέω (zeteo), which means "I seek; I examine; I

strive for". A zeteticist is a person who practises zeteticism.

Zeteticism differs from the usual scientific method in that using zeteticism one bases his conclusions on experimentation and

observation rather than on an initial theory that is to be proved or disproved. A zetetic forms the question then immediately sets to

work making observations and performing experiments to answer that question, rather than speculating on what the answer might be

then testing that out.

For example, in questioning the shape of the Earth the zetetic does not make a hypothesis suggesting that the Earth is round or flat

and then proceed testing that hypothesis; he skips that step and devises an experiment that will determine the shape of the Earth,

and bases his conclusion on the result of that experiment. Many feel this is a more reasonable method than the normal scientific

method because it removes any preconceived notions and biases the formation of a hypothesis might cause, and leaves the

conclusion up entirely to what is observed.

Samuel Rowbotham was the first to use the term in reference to Flat Earth research. He devised the Bedford Level Experiment to

determine whether the surface of water is convex, reasoning that if the water is not convex the earth cannot be a sphere. This is how

he came to the conclusion that the Earth is flat. The method has been a cornerstone of Flat Earth Theory ever since.

See also:
Definition of ζητέω on  Wiktionary
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